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fion moncv ; unlefs fuch pcrfon or perfons can i'hew a pood and fuflicicnt excure before the A. D. 1740.

brcakin' up of the faid court, which faid excufe fball be upoji outh and to tlie (atisfaftion of N". 692.

the laid court. Provided, That all fuch perfon or perloi.s that fliall be defaulters as aforefaid, ^ , (, ,

Diall have until the Mond.iv before the court of common picas, to be holden then next after
,n"kc a good ex-

fuch covirt of general fellions of the peace, oyer and terminer, alfize and general gaol delivery, cui^ „„ oath.

to make fuch excufe to the judges of the laid court, which court is hereby empowered to ad- Provifo.

journ until that day.

III. And that all defaulters may have due notice of the fines intended to be laid on them, Glerkofdie ftf-

Biitfttrthcrenaaed, That the clerk of the felBons (fiall be, and he is hereby dircded and re-
d"f^Xrsnam«

quired tocaufe a lift of the names of all fuch jurors as fliall be defaulters at any court ot general
^^ be inferted in

leiTions of the peace, oyer and terminer, affize and general gaol delivery, that fball hereafter the gazette

be holden in this Province to be infertedin the gazette within 10 days after fuch defaulter Ihall. within 10 days

be noted for non-appearance.
^oT'^d'^?' 0^-

1\'. And whereas bv an aft pa [Ted on the 20th day of Angufl, 1731,3)1 conft<'b!es through- ""^^^°^^"°""

out this Province are to be appointed by the court of general leffions. And whereas it may
be neccffary in cafe of the death or removal of any conflable out of the parifh or dillrift for

which he may be appointed, to appoint another conlUble or conftables in his or their room,

as well in the vacation time, as at the time of fitting of the faid courty Be it further enaBed,

I'hat it fhall and may be lawful for the faid court, or the * Chief Juflice and any 2 of

the juftices of the court, in cafe of death or removal of any conflable out of his parifli or dif- How conftables-

trift for which he fhall be appointed to appoint another in his room, cither at tlie fitting of the ^''^ '"^"^ ^P"

faid court, or in the vacation lime, as the cafe Ihall require ; and in cafe any peiloa fo ap-
'^

pointed as aforefaid, either by virtue of the afore recited aft, or this aft, fhall negleft or Pcnaltyonrefuf •

refufe to aft or take upon himfelf the office of conflable, every pcrfon fo offcndirg fhall on due ingto ad

tonviftion before the faid court forfeit the fum of £10 proclamation money; one half of How diipcfcdof.

which forfeiture fhall be to the ufe of his Majefty to be applied by the Gentr;.! AlTembly of

this Province, and the other half to him or them who 'will profecute and iue lor the fame.

V. And to the intent that no perfon may be ignorant of the fines hereby impoled in fuch The Iheriffto

cafes, It is further enaBed, That the f provofl marifial of this Province fhall give notice in writ- ?'"". notice to

ing to all perfons hereafter to be fummoned as grand jurors, that they do attend at the court
J^^,,"'j^ the'a-

for which they fhall be refpeftively iummoned under the pain of forfeiting the fum of £"iQ mount'of their

proclamation money; and to the petit jurors that they attend under paLn ol i oriel ting the ium fine for non-at-

cf/~5 proclamation monev. teiKlaoce&c.

VI. Altertdhy A. A. 1789.

yil. And bi it further enacted. That all the fines impofcdby this aft fhall be to the ufc of his Application of
Majefly to be appropriated and applied by the General AlTembly, and fhall be paid into the \\^^ fines,

hands of the public treafurer of this Province for the time tjeing for that purpofc.

GHA.RLES PI N C K N EY, Speaker,

5(A April, 1740. WILLIAM BULL,
• Or any of the judges, 1789. f The fheriff by circuit court aiS of 1769.

grocs anti otijer ^la^es i\\ tj)is ^^rotJince.

WHEREAS in his nvajefty's plantaticms in America, flavcry has been introduced and
allowed ; and the people commonly called negroes, Indians, mulatos and meflizos, Preamble,

have deemed abfolute flaves, and the fubjefts of property in the hands of particular perlons;

tae extent ot whole power over luch flaves, ought to be fettled and limited by pofitive laws,,

fo that the flaves may be kept in due fubjeftion and obedience, and-the owners and other per-

lons having the care and government of flaves, may be rcftrained from excrcifing too great

rigour and cruelty over them ; and that the public peace and order of this Province may be EnaiSlcd,

Fefervcd : Beit enacted, that all negroes. Indians, (Iree Indians in amity v/ith this aovern- u.t. . r

inent, and negroes, mulatos and me'tir.os who are now tree excepted) mulatos or melhzof. are deemed
who now are or (hall hereafter be in this Province, and all their iCfue and oflspring bcrn or to flaves.

be born, fhall be and they are hereby declared to be and remaia for ever hereafter abfoluti

flave-v

ons-
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A. D. 1740. (laves, and flia'l follow the condition of the mother; and fltall be deemed, fhould, taken,

N**' 695. reputed and adjudged in law to be cluitlos perloiia! ir. the hands of (heir owiiei s and poflillors

_ ., and their executors, adminiftratois and hdigrs. ;o al! intents, ccnflraclions and purpolc? what-

focvcr. ProviJed thcit if any negro, Indian niuijto, or meftizo fiiall claim his or her Irccdom, it

fhall and mav be lawl'ul for fuch negro, Inaian, iruiiato or medizo, or anv jx-rfoii or p> rfon^

whatfocver, on liiiorhcrbehalf toapjily to thcjiiflicesothisMajefty'acouit oi common ple<e;bv

petition or motion, either during the fitting cl me laid court, or before any ofthc jiiilices of the.

lame court at any tinre in the vacation. Aiid tlie laid court or any of the juftices tlicrcof, flialJ

and they arehercbv fullv impowered to admit any perfon lo applying, -to be guardian for any

nee;ro, Indian, mulato or medizo claiming his, lier or their freedom, and luch guardians

fhall be enabled, intitled and capable in law to bring an action of trefpafs, in the nature of

l-avifhment of ward, againil any perfon who fliall claim property in, or who fhall be in poi-

feffionof npy fiich negro, Indian, mvilato ormellizo: and the defendant (hall and may plead

the general iifue on (uch a6lion brougiit, and the fpccial matter may and (hall be given in evi-

dence, and upon a general or fpccial verdift found, judgment fhall be given according to the

very right of the caule, without having any regard to any defeft in the proceedings, cither ia

form or lubflance : And if judftnent fhal! be given for the plaintiff, a fpccial entry fh.iU be m.'Kle

declaring, that the ward of the plaintitFis free, and the jury (hall alfels damages which the plain-

tiff's ward hath fuflained, and the court fliall give judgment, and award execution againftthe

defendant for fuch damages with full cofls of luit, but in cafe judgment fhall be given for the

defendant, the faid court is hereby fully impowcied to inflifcl fuch coqjoral punilhmcni not

extendingto lifcorlimb on the ward of the phiiniiff as they in their dilcreiion flull think fit.

i>rovifo. Provided that in any aftion or fuit to be brougiit in puiluance of the dirctlion of liiis aft, the

burthen of the proof fliall lay upon the plaintiff, and it fliall be always prelumcd, that every

negro, Indian, mulato and medizo, io .1 ilave, unlefs the contrary can be made appear. (Tfec

Indians in amity with this government excepted) in wliich cafe the burthen of the proof fliall

Provifo. lie on the defendant. Providni Mo, that nothing in this acl. fhall be conflrued to hinder or

reftrain any other court of law or equity in this Province, from determining the properly of

flaves, or their right of freedom, which now have cognizance or jurifdiflioii of the fame,

when the fame fhall happen to come in judgment before fuch courts or any of them, always

taking this atl for their direflion therein.

™
J f J, • II- And in ever)' aftion or fuit 10 be brought by any fuch guardian as afcrefaid, appointed

to enter into a purfuant to the direftion of this att, the delendant fhall enter into a recognizance with one or

recognizance to more futiitient furelies to the plaintifl in luili Jum as the laid court of i.omiuon pleas fliall

produce the direft, with condition that he fliall produce ihe ward of the plaintiff at all l.incs, when re-

quired by the court and that whilll luch aftion or fuit (hall be depending and unuetvrmined,

the ward of the plaintiff, fhall not be eloigned, abuled or mifufed.

HI. And for the better keeping (laves in due order and fubjeftion : Be it further enoBed,

that no perfon whallbcver, fhall permit or fuller any fla\ e under his or their care or manage-

ment, and who lives, or is employed in Charlellown, or any other town in this Proviiue,

letter or tick- to go out of the limits of the faid town, or any fuch flavc who lives in the country lo go out

of the plantation to which fuch flave belongs, or in which plantation fuch flavc is ufually

employed, without a letter fupcrfcribed anddircfted, or a ticket in the words following.

PERMIT this flavc tabe ab(ciiLfiom Charlcflown, (orany otlicr town, or Ifhc lives iii

the country) from Mr. jilanlation in panlh, for

days or hours, dated the day of or to that purgofe or cffeft ; whith litket fhall

be licnedbv the m.iflcr or other perfon liaving ihc care or (harge of (uch flave, or by foinc

itlioiit a ticket
Qij^pr pcdou by his or llicirordcr, direction and confenl : Andevcr>' flavcwho (hall be found

>w to dealt be ^^^^^c Chaileflown, or anv Other town, if fuch flaves lives or is ufually employed there, or

out of the plantation to which fuch Have belongs, orinvvhich fuch flavc is ufually employed^

if fuch flavc lives in the country, without a letter or ticket aS aforefaid, or without a white

Any perfon wfio perfon in his company, (hall be punifltcd with whipping on the bare back not exceeding
Ihall K've a tick- „^ lafhcs.

"'°M» ma(ro'i''s'
^^ Andif any perfon fliall prefume 10 give a ticket or licence 10 any flave, wliois theproper-

conrentra;illf«r- ty or under the care or charge of another vvithout the conlcnt or againd the will ot the owner,

feit jCao to the or other perfon having charge of fuch flavc, fliall loi (cil 10 the owner the fum of ^110 current

owner. jnortcy..

ward of the

pUintilT, &c.

No flave to be

ubfent Irom
home without

Slaves found
from lionic
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V. Ifany flave, wlio fliall be out of the houfe or pUntalion where fuch flavc fliall live or A. D. 1740.
fhall be ufually employed, or without ibme white perfon in company with fuch Have, (liall le- N°" 695.
fufctofubmit to or undergo the examination of any white perfon, it fliall be lawful for any SIavesrefu)inj;tr>

fuch white Perfon to purfuc, apprehend and moderately con eft fuch flave; and if fuch flave oe examined by

fhall aflault and ftiike fuch white perfon, fuch Have may be lawfully killed.
j^^j ^Ivh"'

VI. Prot/ic^ai that ifany negro or other flave, who (hall be employed in the lawful bufincfs correfted, and
or fervice of his matter, owner, overfecr, or other perfon having charge of fush ilave, fliall if they rcfift they

be- beaten, bruifed, maimed or dilabled by any perfon or perfons not having fufiicient caufe or raay be lawfully

lawful authority for To doing, (of which cauie the juliices of the peace refpeftively may
judge) every perfon and perfons fo offending, fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit and pay Slaves beaten,

the fum of 40s. current monev, over and befldcs the damages herein-aher mentioned, to the &c. without

ufe of the poor of that parifh in \vhich fuch offence fhall be committed. And if fuch flave '^^"^^< '^^'"^

or flaves fliall be maimed or difabled by fuch beating, from performing his or her work, fuch fuo-ihaU forfeit"

perfon and perfons fo offending, fliall alfo forfeit and pay to tlie owner or owners of fuch 4<^. to the poor.

fiaves, the fum of 15s. current money per diem, for every day of his lofl time, and alfo the And ifiuch ilave

charge of the cure of fuch flave. And if the laid damages, in the whole, fliall not exceed the ^^" 1^^ difabkd

fum of / 20 current monev, the fame fhall, upon lawful proof thereof made, be recoverable .'"°'" P^' "'jn-

1 r , 1 «i n . IT r ,' i i- i .1 injj his Work,
betore any one of his Majcfty s juflices of the peace, ui the faine way and manner as debts the offender

arc recoverable by the aft for the trial of fmail and mean caufcs. And fuch juftice before fliail forfeit i?s.

whom the fame iTiall be recovered, fhall have power to commit the offender or offenders to per day, >^cr each

gaol, if he, fhe or they Ihall produce no goods on which the laid penalty and damages may be . >
"' "•- '''''

levied, there to remain without bail, until fuch penalty and damages (hall be 'paid, any law,
cure'of fudi'

ftatute, ufage or cuftom to the contrary notwith flanding. flave.

VII. And it fhall ami may be lawful for every jufUce alflgncd to keep the peace in this Howtobereco-
Province, within his relpeftive county and jurifdiftion, upon his own knowledge or view, or vered.

upon information received upon oath, either to go in perfon, or by warrant or warrants di- Juftices iirpo-w-

reftcd to any conflablc, or other proper perfon, to command to their aCTiftance any number crcd to com-

of perlons as they fhall fee convenient, to difperfe any aflembly or meeting of flavcs which 'r^and any num-

may (liftiirb the peace, or endanger the fafety of his Majcfty's lubjefts, and to fearch all fu-
|'«r of ptrin.Ts

fiieftrd places, for arms, amrnunition or ftolen goods, and to apprehend and fecure all fuch cciTveiiltnt to"
ikvet as they fhall fufpetl to be guilty of any crimes or offences whatfoever, and to bring them d.fpcrfe any af-

iro Ipcedy trial according to the dircftion of this aft; and in cafe any conftable or other per- fenibly or mcct-

fon fliall r-'fu!e to obcv or execute any of the warrants or precepts of fuch juftices, or anv of '"S oj iiayes^-:c.

them, v/ilhin their fcvcral limits and prccinfts, or fhall refufe to afhft the laid juflices or con- *""
"'•"''^'^J.

ftables or any of them, when commanded or required; fuch pcrlon or perfons fliall forfeit tion or fiolen

and pay die fum of £^ current moneV; to be recovered by a warrant under the hand and fe;;l goods, imd to

of anv other juftice of the peace, in the fame way and manner as is direttcd by the aft lorthe apprehend fuf-

tria! of fmall and mean rau fe s. P^==^''^<^
'•^«^>

VIII. If any pen'on fhall be maimed, wounded or difabled, inpurfuing, apprehending or pj^j-^jj^jj^j-^n

taking any Cave that is run away, or charged with any criminal offence, or in doing any other to execute the

aft, •• attcr or thing, in obedience to orfn purluance of the dn^eftion of this aft, he fhall re- jufiicts warrant

ceive fuch reward from the public as the General Allcmbly fhall think fit ; and ifany fuch whencommand-

perfon fliall be killed, his heirs, executors or adminiftrators fhall receive the like reward.
ed, ihaJ .oric:!;,

IX. And whereas natural juftice forbids, that any perfon of what condition foever fhould Kow to be ro-
be condemned unh'^ard, and the order of civil govei nmenl requires, th^t for the due and equal covered,

adniiniftration ofjuftice, fonie convenient method and lonn of trial (hould be eftablifhcd, &• :'; „
timrrfurc inaScd, that all crimes and ofTenccs which fhall be committed by Ihvesin this Province, cd or v/oum'Vd
and for which capital punifiimrnt fhallor lawfully may be infiifted. fli.ill be heard, examined ir. ta'xinir runa-
tried, adjuged, and finally determined by any 2 jullice;- alligned to keep tlie peace, and anvnum- ^^-y f-vcsto b-s

ber of fieeholders not lefs than 3 or more than 5 in the county where the offence fliall be com- '''-"^='rde<l hv iKe

mitted,and can be moft convenientlvafIembled;either of \vhichjiuticcs,on complaint made or bw'"'^'''
'

'''^'

information received of any fuch offence committed bv a flave, fh.ill commit thcoficnder to tlie '

fafe cuftodyof the conftable ofthe parifh.where fuch offence flisll be committed, and fliall without How .lares

delay, by warrant under his hand and feal, call to his affiftance, and requeft anv one <jf the '•^^'^ ^" '"^ "'"'

nearefi: juftices of the peace, to afibciate witli him; and fliall by the fame warrant fum.mon ";• '''^''-f'^'^-

fuch a number of the neighbouring freeholders as aforefaid, to aflembie and meet toi'ether
''""'

"

with the: faid juflices, at a certain day and. place not exceeding * 3 days after the apprehending
of fuch flave or ftaves ; and the juftices and frccltolders being fo aCcinbled, fliall caufc the flavc

T t actufcd
* Altered to 6 or longer by A. A. I? J4.
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A. D. 1740. accufed or charged, to be brought before tliein, and fhall hear the accufdtion whitli (liali be

^^ - brought againft liich (Isve, and his or her defence, and {hall proceed to the examination of wit-
»^ * "95* ucffes, and other evidence, and finally hear ar.d determine the niattei brought before tbcm, in

the mofl fumraar)' and expeditious manner; and in calc the ollendcr flitli be ccmviflcd of any

crime, for which bylaw the offender ought to fuffcr iL-.ilh, the Ijid jufliccs fliall give judg-

ment, ancj award and caufc execution of their fentence to be done, by iufl:6tlng lucli manner
of deatli, and at fuch time as the faid jufliccs, by and with ilic cc:ifcr.t of ti^c ficeliolders,

fhall dircd. and whicli ihcv flialljudjo will be moll elTeclual to d-.tcr otiicrs fromofitiidiiig in

the like manner.

And for offences ^- If anv crime or offence, not capital, fliall be committed by any Jlavc, futh ildvc {hall

not capital. be proceeded againfl and tried for fuch oflunce in tic manner hcrcin-bei'ore direfted, by any

1 judice of the peace, and any 3 freeholders of the county where the olfence fh^ll be cora-

milted, and can be moft conveniently afl'ernblcd; and the faid juflice and freeholders fliall be

fummoncd, aflemblcd and called together, and (hall proceed upon the t:i..l of any llave who
fhall commit any offence, lict capital, in like mainier as is hcrein-beforc direftcd for trying of

cafes capital: And in cafe any llave fhall be convitled before them, of any oifenee not Cijutal

;

the faid 1 juftice, by and with the confent of the faid freeholders, flidilgivejudgment, forihcin-

fiidingany corporal punifbrncnt, not extending toihe taking away lifcor it;en)ber,as he and they

in th;ir difrrellon Ihall think ht; and fhall award and caule execution to be done accordingly.

Pfovifo. Provided, i hat if the I'aid 1 juftice and 2 freeholders, upon examination of any P.avc charged or

ateufed before them, for an offence not capital, fliall hnd the fame to be a greater offence, and

mav dcferve death, tiity iliall with all convenient fpeed, fummons and rcqucll the affiftance

' of another juflice, and or.eor more fieeholders, not exceeding 3; whichiaid jufticeaiid fiee-

holders newly alfcmbled, fliall join v/ith the juftice and freeholders lirft aft'enil led, and fli.ill

proceed in the trial, and unto final judgment and execution, it the cale Ihall lo rcijuiic, in

manner as is herein-above direftcd for the trial of capital offences.

XI. And !)' it furlh'.r enaElcd, Tiiat 2 juftices and 1 freeholder, or t juftice and 2 freeholders

Two juflicci 5c of the faid 2 juftices and 3 freelioldcrs, fliall make a ilinruw, and the convirtion or acquil.il

one frceholOcr ^f any flave or flaves by fuch a Q_uorum of them, iliall Ik final in all capital cales; but on the
or one juftice

^^j^j ^j- jij^-gj fg,. ofl'enccs not capita!, it Ihall and may be fuliicient, if befoie fcntencc or judg-

holdcrsto bea ment fhall be given, for inflitling a corporal puniOinicnt not extending to life or memhci, that

Qiioruni on the 1 juftice and any 1 of the freeholders fhall agree, liuit the Have acculCu is guilty o! llie olltncc

trial offlavcs. with which he fliall be charged.

XII. So foon as the juftice or juftices and freeholders fhall be afTenibled as afoiefaid, in

purfuance of the direction of this aft, the laid juftices fli.ill adminiiler to each olhei the fol-

lowing oath:

I, A. B. doJji.ninlyJzucar in iht pnfaut ttf Almighty Cod, That I n-ilitady and inpnrti.Jlv try

and adjudge the brifutier or prijoners alio JliaU be brought i'cfore vie, vpon his or Ihtir tiiul, and ho-

nejily and duly, on my part, put in exantion on this trialan atl, entultd. An aft for the bellcr or-

dering and governing negroes and other fluvcs in this province, cicord'in:; to the btjl of ntyjkill

and knouiUd^e ; So help me God.

And the faid juftice or jufiiccs havitig taken the afiircfaid oalli, fliall immediately adminif-

ter the faid oath to every freeholder who Ihall be afl'embled as aforclaid, and Ihall forthwitli

proceed upon the trial of fjch Have or fiavesas fhall be brought before them.

XIII. And forthc prevcnti.ig the concealoicnl of crimes ixu\ oftenccs committed by flaves,

Evidence to lie and for the more efTeftual difco very and bringing fl.ives to condign punilliment, Be it eiiacUd,

allowed agiiiill Xhat not otily the evidence of all free Indians without oath, but tlie evidence of any flavc
"^^"^ without oath foall be allowed and admiited, in all caufcs wliatlocvci, for or againft another

Have accufed of any crime or oP.'cncc whatfocver, the wcigl.lof which evidence being fciiouily

conftdcrcd, and compared with all other circumftanccs attending the calc, fliall be Icll lo the

confciencc of tlic juftices and freeholders.

XIV. And whereas fiavcs may be harboured and encouraged to commit offences, and con-

cealed and received by free negiocs; and fueh free negroes may efcape iJie puniflimcnt due lo

their crimes, for want of fufhcicnt and legal evidence againft llicm; B( it enailed, That the

evidence of any free Indian or flavc without oath, fhall in like manner be allowed and ad-

mitted in all cafes, againll any free negiocs, Indians, (free Indians in amity with this govern-

ment only excepted] mulatto or meftizo, and all crimes and ofltJitcs committed by free ncgroc.,

Indian.^

Oath to lie ad-

niinifterc'd un
the trial of

Daves.

And againft

frie negroes,



Indians, (<rxeept as before excepted) tnulattocs or meftizos, fliall be proceeded in, heard, A.D. 1740.
tried, adjudged and determined bv the juftices and freeholders appointed by this aft for the ^ -

trial of flaves, in like manner, order and form as is hereby directed and appointed for the 95-

proceedings and trial of crimes and offences committed by flaves, any law, ftatule, ufage or
cuftom to the contrary notwithllanding.

f^,

XV. If any flave in this Province fhall commit any crime or offence whatfoever, which by Crimes commit-
thc laws of England, or of this Province, now in force, is or has been made felony without ted by ilavcs,

bencfttof the clergy, and for which the offender by law ought to fuffer death; every fuch v.'hichbythe

flave, being duly conviClcd according to the direftions of this aft, fhall fuffer death, to be l^^s of England

infliftcd in fuch manner as thejufticcs, by and with the advice and confent of the freeholders,
is or has been

"^ '

who fliall give judgment on the convitUon of fuch flave, {hall direft and appoint. made felony

.X\'I. And whereas I'ome crimes and offences of an enormous nature, and of the moiiper- v.ithout bcncCt

nicious coniequence, may be committed by flaves, as well as other pctfons, which being pc- °L'"'"'T^^','']f

culiar to the condition and fituation of this Province, could not fall within the piovilion of ? ^" j*^.
If

the laws of England; Bi it therefore enaiied, that the feveral crimes and offences herein-after

particularly enumerated, are hereby declared to be felony without the benefit of the clergy, Crlniet declared

That is to jay, !t any flave, free negro, mulatto, Indian or mcllizo. Ihall wilfully and mali- '""?

cioufly burn or deftroy any flack of rice, corn or other grain, of the produft. growth or manu-
fafturc of this Province ; or fliall wilfully and malicioufly (ct f.re to, burn or deftioy any tar

kiln, barrels of pitch, tar, turpentine or ro.nn, or any other the goods or commodities of the SUives who (hall

growth, produce or manufafture of this Province; or fliall feloniouflv fleal, take or carry attempt to raifc

away any flave, being the property of another, with intent to carry I'uth flave out of this Pro- •"' '"'""Ifit^^'oa

vince; or fhall wiltully and malicioufly poifon, or adniinillcr anv poifon toany pcrfon, free- ther flaves to
man, woman, fervant or flave; every Inch flave, free negro, inulalto, Indian (except as be- run away ani!

fore excepted) and meilizo, fliall fufftr death as a felon. leave this pro-

XVII. Any flave who fliall be- guilty of homicide of any fort, upon any white pcrfon, ^'^c. fh^U fuf-

except by mifadventurc, or in defence of his mafler or other pcrfon under whofe caic and p^^^-^
government fuch flave fliall be, fliall upon conviclion thereof as aloiefdid, fuffer death.
* And every flave who fliall rail'c or attempt to raife an infurre£lion in this Province, or fliall

That the juilicct

endeavour to delude or entice any flave to ran away and leave tliis Province ; every fuch flave T'',^ ]^
'^h" w"'

and flaves, and his and their accomplices, aiders and abettors, fhall upon conviftion as afore- ^rs if feveral

faid, fuffer death. Provided always, That it fhall and maybe lawful to and for the jullices Caves fliall re-

who fliall pronounce fentence againft fuch flaves, by and with the advice and confent of the ceive fentencc at

freeholders as aforcfaid, if feveral flaves fliall receive fentence at onetime, to mitigate and any time, may

alter the fentence of any flave, other than fuch as fliall be convifted of the homicide of a
n;iiJn,^ent &c''"

white perfon, who they fliall think may deferve m.ercy, and may infiitt fuch corporal punifh- One or more of

ment (other than death) on any fuch llive, as they in their difcretion fhill think fit, any thing the (laves con-

herein contained to the contrary thereof in any wife nolwithfl:anding. Provided, That one or ">i^":<i. to be ex-

more of the faid flaves who fliall be convifted of the crimes or oflx:nces aforcfaid, wiicre fevei-al
^^"'"-'dfor exam-

arc concerned, fliall be executed for example, to deter others from offending in the like kind.
XVIII. And to the end that owners of flaves may not be tempted to conceal the crimes of if anyfiavc fliall

their flaves, to the prejudice of the public. Be it cnaded, That in cafe any flave fliall be put to be executed for

death, in purfuance of the fentence of the juflices and freeholders aforefaid, 'except flaves any crime ex-

guilty of murder, and flaves taken in aftual rebellion) the (aid juflices, or one of them, "ptmurJerand

with the advice and confent of any 2 of the freeholders, fhali, bciore they award and order
^^fj;

"' j"/

.

their fentence to be executed, appi-aife and value the faid negroes fo to be put to deatii, at any hoH.crs'fliall ap-
fuin not exceeding /"zoo current money, and fliall certify fuch apprailcment to the public praifc fuch flave,

treafurer of this Province, who is hereby authorifed and required, to pay the fame; one moiety "* any fum not

thereof at leafl: to the owner of fuch flave, or to his order, and the oilier moiety, or fuch part '^^'^T^'^f
^°y'

thereof as fuch jufi:!ces and freeholders fliall direft, to the perfon injured by fuch offence lor J^e f^meto^hJ
whiehfuch flave flidll lulfei death. public treafurer

XIX. And the laid juflices, or any of them, are hereby authorifed, empowered and re- ^ho is required

quired to fummons and compel all perfons whatfqcycr. to appearand to give evidence upon '" P^iy '''« fame,

the trial of any flave ; and if any perfon fliall negleft or reful'e to appear, or appearing, fhall . „.

refufe to give evidence ; or if any mafter or otlier pcifon who has the care and government of ered t" conipel

"

any flave, fhall prevent or hinder any flave under hiscliarge or government, fiom appearing any perfons to

or giving evidence in any matter depending before the jullices and freeholders aforcfaid ; the appear and !;ive

faid juflices may, and they are hereby fully cippowcrcd and required to bind every fuch per- evidence on the

ion offending as aforcfaid, by recognizance, with 1 or more fulficient furelies, to ap])ear at T"'!.'''^''"'.";

.1 ,,.. ,, « .. , .,„, ''^'' rtfufing, fliall be
* Altered by \.A. 17 May, 17JI. ^cd -jiJi !.ai revival asft of IJ March, i;83.
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A. I). 1740. the next general /efTions, to anfwer fiich thciroffcnccs and contempt ; and for default of fin<3»

N°" 695. ing furetics, to commit iuth odendcr to prifon.
liound over-.o XX, In cafe the mafteror other perlon having charge or government ofany flavc whoflial!
thcleiEons.

jjg accufed of any capital crime, fhall conceal or convey away any fuch lla^e, fo that he can-

Any perfon who not bethought to trial and condign punifliment, every maftcr or other perlon fo offending,

ftiall conce:iIany (hall forfeit the fuiB of £"250 current money, if fuch flave be accufed of a capital criine as
flavc, accufed pf aforcfaid; butiffucli Have fhall be accufod of a crime not capital then fuch mafter or other

fii'l/f ^e['^'~'<o'' P"'''''"!
'^''l' only forfeit the fum of £ 50 current money.

But iffuch flave XXI. Andbi it further enaHcii that all and every the conftablc and conflablcs in the fcveral

Cull be accufed pariflies within this Province, where any (lave fhall be fentcnccd 10 futTi;r death, or other pu-
of a crime not nilliment, fliall caufe execution to be done of all the orders, wai rants, precepts and judgments
capital, then ^p ihcjuflices hereby appointed to try fuch flaves; for the charge and trouble of which the

forfeit ?ci
''"''^ con'ldbl: or conflables, rcfpeilively fhall be paid, unlcfsin fuch cafes as fhall appear to

the faid jufticcs and freeholders to be malicious or groundlofs profecutions, in which cafes the
Cun!lable»to jgjj charges (hall be paid by the proiecutors, for whipping, or other corpora! punifhmentnot
caufe execution . j- . rr .u r i- j r n . r . ir Tl r c r
toijedonctn extending tii die, the (um o! 20s. and tor any punnnmcnt extending to die, the ium or £ 5
all flavci, &c. current money, and fucli other charges for keeping and maintaining (uch flaves, as are allowed

And fliall be to the warden of the work-hou(c in Charleftown for keeping r.nd maintaining any (lave com-
paid (unlefs in mitted to his cuftody ; (or the levying of which charges againfV the prolecutor, the juftice or
11c 1

la r-,%v c.c jy(i;
jgj 3f^ hereby itnpowercd to iffue their warrant. And that no delay may happen in cauf-

ihall appear to '"a execution to be done upon fuch offending flave or flaves, the court able who fhall be diretl-

hc nialiticu>, cd to cauf',- execution to be done, fliall be and is hereby impowercd to prcfs 1 or more flave

which (Iialllie orfiaves, in or near the place where (uch whipping orother corporal puniflnncnt fhall be in-
thenpaid by tl'.c

fli^^^f)^ 10 whip or inflift fuch other corporal punifhment upon the oflcndcr or offenders; and

V I ipBln"- and" f^"^^- favc or flaves fo prclfed fliall be obedient to and obfervc all the ordersand dircftions of the

o'licr corporal coitltable, in arid aboutthe premiles. upon pain of being punifhcdbylhe faid conftable, by whip-
puniftinient 10s. ping on the bare back not exceeding 20 laflies; which jiuniflnnent the faid conftable is hereby
and forpuiiifli- authorized and impowered to inflift; and the conftable fhall, if he preffcs a negro, pay the faid
PK-ntcxtonding

negro 5s. out of his fee, for doing the faid execution.

fiicrcharEcs &c XXII. If any perfon in this Province, fhall on the Lord's dav, commonly called Sunday,

'the conUabIc employ any flavc in any work or labour (works of abfolute ncceflity, ard the neccffary occa-

empowercd to lions of the family only excepted) every perfon in fuch cafe offending, fliall forfeit the fuip of
inipii-l!.nnyfliive £"g current money, for every flavc they ihall fo work ov labour.

n'lmmci.t onofr XXIII. hJhaUnot be lawjuljor any fdv/, iir,l,fs in IIk fjrefrnre nffvme whhc perfon, to carry

fcntltr*, &c. <" ntake ufc of fire-arms, or any ofl'enfi vc wcapeii whatfocver, unlcfs fuch negro or flave (hall

I'crluiifwho have a ticket or licence in writing from his mailer, miflrefs oroverfeer, to hunt and kill game,
thallj.utiinyflave cattle, or mifchievous birds, or hearts of prey, and that fuch licence be renewed once every

rt" *'ni n'l"^"^"
""'^"'h; or unlefs there b- foine while perlon of the age of 16 years or upwards, in tl-.c com-

I

' paiy of fuch Have v;hen he is hunting or fliooting; orthat fuch flave be attually caiTVing his

it (hall not be maftcr's arms to or from his mafter's plantilion, by a fpecial ticket lor t!;at purpofc ; or unlcfs

lanrful for Haves fuch (lave be found in the day time aftually keeping off rice-birds, or other birds w ithin the
to ufc fire arm<;, pl.,ntation to which fuch Have belongs, lodging the fame gun at night within the dwelling-

Tli '""'k'-t' t

^' houfe of his mafler, miftrefs or while overlcer. And provided alio, that no negro or other

be renewed flavc ihall have liberty to carry any gun, cutlafs, pirtol or other weapon, abroad Irom home,
every month. at any time bctwc<.'n Saturday evening after Sun-let and Monday morning before Sun-rift:,

No (lave (hall notwithflanding a licence or ticket for fo doing. And in cafe any perfon {Irall find any flave
carry any wxi-

jjC^„ or carrying fire-arms, or other ofTenlivc weapons, contrary to the true intention of this

}ietwccirsa""r- •'^•^
"'
every ftich perfon may lawfully ftizc and t/ikc away fuch fiic-arms or offcnfive wcj-

day evening and pons: But before the property of fuch goods fliall be verted in the perfon who fliall fci/e the

Monday morn- fame, fuch perfon fliall, within 48 hours next after fuch fcizurc, po before tlic iK-xt juflicc of

'"8- the peace, and fhall make oath of the manricr of the taking; and if fuch juflice of the peace,

arim &c ma ^^^^^ ^"'^'^ °^''' "'^" ^"^ '"^de, or il upon any other examination, he fliall be latisfied, that the

Iietafccnfro.nl faid fire-arms or other oflenfivc weapons, fliall have been f'-izrd according to the diieflions,

flavci. and agreeable to the true intent ana meaning of this att, the faid jufticc fliall, by ccilificate

under his hand and leal, declare them forfeited, ami that the jiropeity is lawfully veiled in the-

perfon who feized the lame, rrmj-idfd that no fnch certificate fhall be granted by any juftira

of the peace, until the owner or owneis of fuch fire-arms or other oflcnlive weapons fo to

be feized as aforcfaid, or the overfccr or overfccrs who fliall or may have the charge of fuch

flavc or flaves from whon; fuch fire-arms or other offenfivc weapons fliall be taken or fci7.cd,

fliall
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(hall be duly fummoned, to fhew caufe (if any fuch tliey have) why the fam; fhoulcl not be A. D. 1 740.
cpndemned as forfeited ; or until 48 hours alter the ferviceof luch fummons, and oath made
of the lervice thereof before the laid juflice. '^ ' "95-

XXIV. If any flave {hall prefume to flrike any white perfon, fuch flave. upon trial Slaves who (l,a1l

and conviftion before the juftice or jufticcsand freeholders aforefaid, according to the direcli- ftrike a white

onsof this aft, fhall for the 1 ft and 2d offence, luiicr luch puniihment as the laidjuflice and perfon, how to

freeholders, or fuch of them as are impowered to try fuch oSences, fhall in their difcretiou '^ ^'''''

think fit, not extending to life or limb, and for the 3d oBcnce fliall luiFer death ; but in cafe

any fuch flave fliall grievouflv wound, maim or bruife any white perfon, thouoh it fliall be only
the 1 ft oiT?nce, fuch llave fliall fufferdeatli. Providm that fuch ftriking, wounding maiming

^."^Jjf*'!""''
or bruifing be not done by the command, and m the defence of the perfon or property of the iiinaway flave

owner, or other perfon having the care or government of fuch flave ; in which cafe the flave and Icml him t«

fhall be wholly exculed, and the owner or other perfon having the care or government of fuch '''' mafter, if

fiave, fliall ho anfwerable as far as by Uw he ought.
wif^"'

°^^"'

*XXV. And it fliall and may be lawful foreverv perfon in this Province, to take, apprehend work-houfc m
and fecure any run-away or fugitive ilave ; and they are hereby direfted and required to fend Charles-'lVwu.

fuch (lave to the m ifter, or other perfon having the care or government of Inch Have, if the Theniafxr is to

perfon taking up or iecuring fuch flave, knowsor can v.'ithout difficulty be informed to whom F^)' ^'-*- fni'ta'^-

fuch flave (hall belong: but if not known or difcovered, then fuch flave fliall be lent, carried
^'-f^^^^r^ "''^r

or delivered into the cuftody of the warden of the work-houie in Charlcflown: And the maf- the work-houfc
ter or other perfon who has the care or government of fuch flave, fiinll pay for taking up of i? to keep evory

fuch flave, whether by a free perfon or flave, the fum of 20s. current money: ."Vnd the ward- runaway llave

en of the work-houfe, upon receipt of every fugitive or run-away flave, is hereby diretled '" '^"^ cultotiy,

and required to keep luch flave in fafe cuftody, until fuch flave fliall be lawfully difcharged; the bell' dcfciln-
and fliall, as foon as conveniently mav be, publifh in the weekly gazette, fuch flave, with the tionhecanoffuch
beftdelcriptions he fhall be able to give, firft carefully viewing and examining fucli flave naked in the yazette.

to the waift, for any mark or brand, which he fhall alio publifli, to the intent the owner If any flave (hall

or other perfon who fliall have the care and charge of fuch flave, may come to the knowledge 'l'^^^J^
through

that fuch flave is in cuftody: And if fuch flave fhall make efcape through the negligence of Miecnce he
the warden of the work-houfe, and cannot be taken within 3 months, the faid warden of the ihall aniV.-erto

work-houfe fhjU anfwer to the owner for the value of fuch flave, or the damages which the '^'^ owner for

owner fhall full.
'

1 by reafon of fuch efcape, as the cafe (hall happen. damages.

XXVI. Andthefaidwardenofthe work-houfe, fhaU, at the chargeof the owner of fuch flave, The waiden t»

provide fulEcient food, drink, clothing and covering for every flave delivered into his cuf- provide for

tody, and fliall keep them to moderate labour, and advertife them in the gazette in the man- '^^^esat the

ner aforefaid, and on failure thereof fliall forfeit all his fees due for fuch flave. T"" *
^^'

XXVII. And any perion who fhall take up any run-away flave, and fliall deliver fuch
flave either to the mafter or other perfon having the care or charge of fuch flave, or to the* Pfrfons taking

warden of the work-houfe, fhall be entitled to receive from the owner or warden of the "P "^^"^'^'o l^"*''

work-houfc, upon the delivery, i5d. current money per mile, for every mile fuch flave fhall
°

have been brought or fcnt, to be computed from the place where fuch flave was apprehended :

And if fuch fla\'e fhall be delivered into the cuftody of the warden aforefaid, the perfon deli- . ,

vcring fuch flave, (hidl give an account of his name, place of abode, and the time and place account o'fTheir
when and where fuch flave was apprehended; which account the faid warden fliall enter names and ila-

down in a book to be kept for that purpofe, and fhall give a receipt for any fuch flav^^hlch ces of ahodc to

fliall be delivered as aforefaid, into his cuftody: And the faid warden is hereby fully autho- thcwardcnwho

iifed and empowered to demand and receive from the owner, or other perfon having the
"

'"."'V"^ ^"'

charge or care of any fuch flave, for negroes committed, from the month ofOftober to March to^ive a receipt
inclufive, for finding necelTarj' clothing and coverings, to be the property of the mailers, any for any flavede-

fum not exceeding/ 6; and the feveral fums following, and no other fum, fee or reward on livercd to hini.

any pretence whatfoever, that is to fay. For apprehending each flave, paid to the perfon wbo
delivered fuch flave in cuftody, 20s. current money: For mileage paid to the fame perfon, i5d. The warden's

like money: For a fufficicnt quantuy of provifion for each day, for each flave, 3s. qd. like mo- '^^'^*"

ney : For advertifmg and publifliing every fl. ve, as direfted by this aft, 5s. like money, ex-
clufive of the chargeof printing: For receiving fuch flave, 5s. and for delivering of him, 5s.
For poundage on money advanced, is. in the pound, like money. And the faid warden
fliall and may lawfully detain any flave in cuftody, until the fees and expenccs aforefai'd, be

U u fully
• See A. A. 27 Feb. 1788, and the X. A. 1783, incoiTioratlng Ckarleflown, and putting the work-i.oufe ua-

Jer tliedireiftioBsofthcimcndaritand wardens of thcfuidcitv.
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A. D. 1740. fully paid and fatlsflcd; and in cafe the owner of fi-ch flave, or his overfeer, agent manager,,

attorney or truftee. fhall neglcft or refufc to pay or (atisfy the faid fees and expenccs. for the
^• • "95" fpa'.e of 30 days after the fame fliall be dtmaiidcd, by notice in writing ferv'ed on the owner

of fuch flave, or (if the owners is abient tromthis Province) upon his overfeer, agent, manager,
attorney or truftee, the faid warden fhdll and may expofe any fuch flave to fale at public out-

cry, and after deducing the fees and expenccs aforciaid, and the charges of i'uch fale. ihall

upon demand, return the overplus money arifing by luch fale, to any perfon who has a right

to demand and receive the fame.

XXVILL And forafmach as for want of knowing or finding the owner of any fugitive

flave, to be delivered to him as aforcfaid, the faid warden may not be obliged to keep frch

J
flave in his cuflody, and find and provide provilions for fuch Have over and bevond a icafon-

^.avcsmt e
able time; Bi it therefore enaBed. That if the owner or owners of luch fugitive flavcs. (hall not

warden s culto .,.,',- ,--' c , r 1 r 111 1 1 •

liy 18 months Within the ipace or lo months from the tune or commitment, make his, her or incir claim or

and not claimed, claims, or it fliall not be otherwifc made known to the laid warden, within the time aforcfaid,
fh.ill be fold at to whom fuch committed flave fliall belong; it fhall and may be lawful for the laid warden
public outcry, j^ (-,.j| j-^j^j, ^^^,^ ^j public outer}', in Charleffown, he the laid warden 1 ft advertiling fuch fale 6

weeks lucceflivclv in the public gazette, together with the realon of the fale of luch flave, and
out of the money ariling by fuch Idle, to pay, dedufl or retain to himfelf what fliall be then

due for money bv him difburfed on receipt of fuch fugitive Have, and for his fees and provi-

fions, together with the realonable charges ariling by luch fale; and the overplus money, if

any there fhall be, fhall be rendered and paid by the faid warden to the public treafurer for

the time being, in truft nevcnhelefs for the ule of the owner or owners of fuch flave, provided
the fame be claimed by him, her or them, within 1 year and a day after fuch fale, or in de-

fault of fuch claim, within the time aforcfaid, to the ule of the public of this province, to be
applied as the General Aflembly fhall direft.

free neeroes or
XXIX. If any free negro, mulatto or meftizo, or any flave, fhall harbour, conceal or en-

Daves that fiiall tertain any flave that fhall run away, or Ihall be charged or accufed with any criminal matter

;

harbour runa- every free negro, mulatto and meltizo, and every Have, who fhall harbour, conceal or en-
ways, howtobe tertain any fuch flave, being duly conviftcd thereof, according to the direttions of this aft,
dealt with.

if a flave, fhall fuftcr fuch corporal punilhment, not extending to lite Or limb, as the juftice

or juftices, who fhall try fuch llave, fhall in his or their dilcietion think fit ; and if a free ne-

gro, mulatto or meftizo, Ihall forfeit the fum oi £"10 current money, for .'he firft day, and
2QS. for every day after, to the ufc of the owner or owners of luch flave fo to be harboured,

concealed or entertained as aforcfaid, to be recovered by warrant under the hand and leal of

any one juftice of the peace in and for the county where fuch flave fhall be fo harboured, con-

cealed or entertained, in like manner as debts are dirctled to be recovered by the aQ. for tkf

trial qfjmaii and mean caujes. And that in cale Inch forfeitures cannot be levied, or fuch free

negro, mulatto or mcftnzo fhall not pay the fame, together with the charges attending the

prolcciitlon, fuch free negro, mulatto or mclLi 10 fhall bcordcred by the faid juftice to be Ibid at

public outcry, and the money ariling by fuch laic, fhall in the lirft place, be paid lor andapplicd
towards the lorfeiture due and made payable to the owner or owners, and the charges attend-

ing .the prolccution and fide, and the overplus, if any, fliall be paid by the laid juftice into

the hands of the public treafurer, to be afterwards paid and applied in ftich manner as by the

General Alfombly of this Province fliall be dircited and appointed.

Savrs raiding XjLX. No Have who fhall dwell, rclidc, inliabitorbe ulually employedinCharleftown, fhall

in Chirles-town prcfumc to buy, fell, deal, trafhc, barter, exchange or ule coinmcice, for any goods, wares. ))ro-
nnf to buy or

vilions, grain, vittuals, or commodities of any lort or kind wliatfocver, (except as is hi icin-

hc-ein-afierex-
^^^^'^ particularly excepted and provided, and under fuch proviloes, conditions, rcftiirtions

ccpted) on pain and limitations as are herein particularly cliicfted, limited and appointed) on pain that all luch
»f forfeitintr .ill goodi, wjrts, provilions, grain, viftuals or commodities, which by any flave Ihall Ix- lb bought
th^gcodf, &c. fyldj dealt, tra flicked or bartered for, exchanged or uled in commerce, (hall be leizcdand fo lor-

Howtob--rco- f^''^''' 8"*^ fhall be lued lor and recovered before any 1 juilico afTigncd 10 keen the peace in

vcr.d anddil- . Charlcftown, and fliall be applied and difpofed ol one half to him or them who fliall feize,

pofnt of. inform and fuc for the fame, and the other half to-thc commilfioncis of the poor ol the parifh of
St. Philip's, Chailcftown; and moreover, the laid juftice fhall order evci-y flave who fti.iU be
conviftcd of fuch ofl'encc, to be publicly whipped on the bare hack not exceeding 20 laflies.

Provifi). Provided, 'I hat it (hall and may be lawful for any flave, who lives or is ufuully employed in

Charlcftown, after fuch licence and ticket as heiein-aftcr is dircflcd, fhall be olilained, to buy
cr Icll fruit, lifh and gardcn-ftufl, and to be employed as porters, tatters or filhermcn, and to

purciiafo
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purchafc anything foi" the ufe of their mafteis, owners, or other perfon who {hall have the A. D. 1740,

charge and government of fuch flaves. in open market, under fuch regulations as are or Ihall

be appointed by law concerning the market of Charlellown, or in any open fliop kept by a ^ ' "PS-

white perlon.

XXXI. Local.

XXXII. If any keeper of a tavern or punch-houfe, or retailer of (Irong liquors, fhall

sive, fell, utter or deliver to any flave, any beer, ale, cyder, wine, rum, brandy, or other fpiri- ^""^""S ''-

' ,. ' n ,.
-'„'•'.,-

, , r V ,
'^ quorsto beiold

tuous uquor, or Itrong liquor whatloever, without tlie licence or content ot the owner, or to flaves.

fuch other pcrfon who fhall have the care or government of fuch flave; every perfon fo of-

fending, {hall forfeit the fum of/~,5 current money, for the 1 ft offence, and for the 2d offence, Penalty thereon,

£^10, and {hall be bound in a recognizance in the lumof_£ 100 current money, with one ormore
lufRcient fiirelies, before any of the juftices of the court of general feffions, not to offend in

the like kind, and to be of good behaviour for 1 year; and lor want offuch fulHcient fareties,

to be committed to prifon without bail or mainprile, for any term not exceeding 3 months.
XXXIII. And whereas feveral owners offlaves do iuffcr their flaves to go and work where

they plcafe, upon conditions of paying to their owners certain fums of money agreed upon
between the owner and flave ; which praftice has occafioncd fuch flaves to pilfer and {feal, to

raife money fortheirowners, as well as to maintain themfelves in drunkennefs and evil couries;

for prevention of which praftices for the future, Bcil ena&d, that no owner, mafter or mif-
S'^'^">°t " ?=

trefsof any Have, after the paffing of this aft, fhall j)ermit or fufter -any of his, her or their without a ticket,

{laves to go and work out of their refpetfive houfes or families, without a ticket in writing,

under pain of forfeiting the fum of _£^10 current money, for every fuch offence, to be paid the Penalty thereon—

1 half to the church-wardens of the parifh, for the ufe of the poor of the parifh, in which the

offence is committed, and the other half to him or them that will inform and fue for the fame,

to be recovered in the fame way as debts are by the aft for the trial of fmall and mean caufes.

And every perfon employing any flave without a ticket from the owner of fuch flave, fhall

forfeit to the informer, £"5 current money, tor each day he fo employs fuch flave, over and
above the wages agreed to be paid fuch flave for his.work. Provided that the laid penalty of p „ -r

£5 per diem, fhall not extend to any perlon whole property in fuch flave is difputable. And
Provided, that nothing herein contained fhall hinder any perfon orperfons from hiring out bv
the year, week or day, or any other time, any negroes or flaves to be under the care and direc-

tion of his or their owner, mafter or cmplo)-er, and that the mafter is to receive the whole of
the earning of fuch flave or flaves, and that the employer have a certificate or note in writing
of the time or terms of fuch flave's employment, from the owner, attorney or overfeer of
ever)' fuch flave fever Uy and refpeftively.

XXXIV. And whereas feveral owners of flaves have permitted them to keep canoes, and'
to breed and raife horfes, neat cattle and hogs, and to traffic and baiter in feveral parts of
this Province, for the particular and peculiar benefits of fuch flaves, by which means they
have notonlyanopporlunityof receivingand concealing (lolen good, buttoplotandconfedcrate
together, and form conipiracics dangerous to the peace and fafety of the whole Province ; Be
iiZ/jdr^orcfna&ithatitfliall not be lawful for any Have fo to buy, fell, trade, tratfic, deal or No flave to buy,

barter for any goods or commodities, (except as before excepted) nor fhall any flave be per-
j,

r'
'^''"^P' ^*

mated to keep any boat, pettiauger or canoe, or to raife and breed for the ufe and benefit of aov to kcep''uay
fuch flave, any horfes, mares, neat cattle, fheep or hogs, under pain of forfeiting all the boat, &\;.

goods and commodities which fhall be I'o bought, fold, traded, trafficked, dealt or bartered
for, by any flave, and of all tlie boats, pettiaugers or canoes, cattle, fheep or ho:^s, which
any flave fhall keep, raife or bread for the peculiar ufe, benefit and profit of fuch flave; and
it fhall and may be lawful for any perfon or perfons whofoever to feize and take away from Any perfonmay

any flave all fuch goods, commodities, boats, pettiaugers, canoes, horfes, mares, neat cattle, fs^izc and take

fheeporhogs, and to deliver the fame into the hands of any 1 of his Majefty's juftices of the ^^^V '"7 boat,

peace, nearefl to the place where the feizure fhall be made ; and fuch juftice fhall take ihe oath flave.™"
^"^

of fuch perfon who fliall make any fuch feizure, concerning the manner of fcizing and tak-
ing the lame ; and if the faid juftice fiiall be fatisfied that fuch feizure hath been made accord-
ing to the direftions of this aft, he {hall pronounce and declare the goods fo feized to be for-
feited, and {hall order the fame to be fold at public outcry, and the monies ariflng by fi.ch

fale, {hall be difpofed of and applied as is herein-after direfted. Pri/iirfc^f that if any goods Proviib..

fhall be feized which come to thepoffeflion of any flave by theft, finding or olherwife, without
the knowledge, privity, confeat or connivance of the perlon who have a right to the property
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A. D. I 740. or lawful cullody of any fuch goods, all fuch goods fhall be redored on fuch perfons making
oatli before any jufticc as afoielaid, who is hereby iir.powercd 10 adminiUcr fuch oalh, 10 the

N • 695. cfTctt or in the following words.

•Oath tnbtr tak-
^ ^' ^" <'<' /'"^"''^''/a'Mr, //(a/ / Aflfe flj'i//? aiirf iaa^w/ njAt or title to certain goodsfciztd and

en by any per- tahrn by C. D. out oj the pojftjjion of ajlave named E. and I do fin<trdy fzeear and declare, that I

fon ckiniiiig did not direclly or indireilly permit orfiiffer the/aid flave, or any other /lave ziihatfoever, to ufe, keep
any gonik icized or emplcy the [aid goodsJor the ufe, benefit or profit of any Jlave uihatfoevcr, irrtofeU, barter or give
inpoffeffion of a ^^,^^ the fame; but that thefame goods zo:rtin the pojfejjion oJtheJaidJlave by Ihejt.Jinding or other-

wife, or to be kept bona fide/or my ufe, orfor the vfe of E, F. afruperfen, and notfor the ufe or

benefit of anyflav: tuhatfocvcr : So help mc Cud.

Perfons may Which oath fliall be taken mutatis mutandis, as the cafe (liall happen. Provided alfot that it

give a licence to fiiall b>c lawful for any perlbn. being the owner or having the care or government of any flave

thcirflavcstof.il who refidcs or is ufually employed in any part of this Province without the limits of Charlef-
or barter expref- town, to give a licence or permiflion to iMI, exchange or barter in Charlcflown, or elfcwherc
ngt cquantiiy

^^jthin this Province, the aoods or commodities of the owner, or otlicrpcrfon havina the care
Ot goods in luih ,- r '

. n ^ 111 / ! 1- •./ 1
"

1

Hceiite. or government of fuch flave; provided that in iuch licence or pcrnuluon, the quantity and
qualitv of the goods and commodities with which Iuch (lave (hall beinirullcd, be particularly

and diftinftly fet down and fpccificd, and ligned by the owner or otlicr pcrfon having the

charge or government of fuch flave, or by fome other pcrfon by his, her or their order and
-dircttion.

XXXV. Provided, that this a£l (hall not extend to be conftrucd to extend to debar any of

Perfonsliving in the inhabitants of Charlcflown from lending any of thcii flavcs rcliding ihciciii, to fell in open
Charlc^^o^vn, niaikct jnv loit of provilions whatever, which the owner of Iuch (lave flT.ill have received
may fenJ their and brought from his or her eftatc in the country, to be fold at the ill hand; nor (hall fuch
Cave»to ell pro-

fj^^.^.^ j^^ J(.v,;i,-rccl from buving any kind of provilions for the ufe and confumption of their

market, and to mailers and mi llrellcs families, and for which fuch Have or flavo fliall have a licence Or ptr-

buyf.ir iheir mit from the mailer or midrefs, or fome pther pcrfon under whole care Iuch (lave fliall be, any
mailers families, thing in this or any other atl to the contrary nolwilhftanding.

XXXVI. And for that as it is ablolutcly neccflary to the fafety of this Province, that all

due care be taken to reflrain the wanderings and meetings of ncgiocs and other (laves, at all

times, and more cfpccially on Saturday nights, Sundays and other holidays, and their iihng

and carrying wooden fwords, and other nulchievous and dangerous weapons, or ufing or

keeping of drums, horns, or other loud inflrumcnts, which may call together or give lign or
Slaves found out notice to one another of their wicked deiigns and purpofes; and that all mailers, ovei leers and
of their mailers

[j^g^j „ j,.. be enjoined diligently and carefully to prevent the fame, Be it enailed. Thai it (liall
plantation,

, , , , V ,, n ° r
'

j i r 1 r . 1 j j . 1 .

witliout aticket be lawful for all mailers, overleers and other perlons whoinlocvcr. to apprehend and take up

may be taken up atiy negro or other (lave that fliall he found out of the plantation ol his or their mailer or own-
and corrcfled. cr. at any time, efpecially on Saturday nigi-.ls, Sundays or other holidays, not being on law-

ful bulinefs, and with a letter from their mailer or a ticket, or not having a white pcrfon with

ihcm, and the faid negro or other flave or Haves correal by a moderate whipping: as alio any

As alfo with a negro or other (lave or (laves met or found out of the plantation of his or their matter or mil-

ticket, if he be trefs, though wh.h a letter or ticket, if he or they be armed with fuch oflciilive weapons
armed. aforefaid, him or them to difjrm, take u]} and whip: And wh.itfocvcr mailer, owner or

ovcrfccr flial! permit or fuffer his or their negro or olher Have or (laves, at any time hereafter,

^'"'" ""' /" ^ to beat drums, blow horns, or ufe any otiicr loud inllrumeiits, or wholo'ver fliall fiilfcr and

a"rum5, blow countenance any public meeting or fcaftings of (liange negroes or (laves in tlieir plaiitation.i,

horns,'&c or to fhall forfeit £"10 current money, for every Iuch oficncc, upon conviHion or proof as aforefaid;

have public provided an information or other fuit be coismonccd witiiin 1 month after forfeiture thereof
meetings, &c.

f^^ ^^c fame.

XXX V II. .'Vnd whereas cruelty is not only highly unbecoming ihofe who profefs tliem-

felvcs Chriflians, but is odious in the eyes of all men who have any fenfc of virtue or huma-

nity; thcrcfoicto reflrain and prevent barbarity being excrcifcd towards Haves, Be it enaBed,

Penalty on any That if any pcrfon or perfons whofoever, (hall willully murder his own flave, ot the Have o(

jvrfon who fliall anv Other perfon, every fuch pcrfon (hall upon conviction thereof, forlrit and pay the (um of
wilfully murder fjoo current money, aTul fhall be rendered, and is hereby declared alloj;ethcr and forever in-

his own Have.
ta'pablo of holding, e.xricilii'.c.. enjoying or receiving the prolils of any oflue, ))larc or employ-

ment civil or military within this Province: And in calc any futh perfon (hall not be able lo

pay
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pay the penalty and forfeiture hereby infliftcd and impofcd, every fuch perfon fhall be fcnt A, D. 1740.
to anv the frontier garri Ions cf this Province, or commiited to the work-houfe in Charlcftown, N"* 695,
there to remain for the fpacc of 7 years, and to fcrvc or to be kept at hard labour. Andincalc . . .,

the flavc murdered fhall be the property of any other perfon than the offender, the pay ufually
pj^^n's c"vc

"

allowed by the public to the foldiers of fucli garrifon, or the profits oFthc labour of the offend-

er, if committed to the work-houfe in Charlcllown, fliall be paid to the owner of the flavc Penalty on per-

murdered : And if any perfon fliall, on a hidden heat or paffion, or by undue coireftion, kill Ions who lliall in

his own flaveor the flave of anv other perfon, he fhall iorteil. ;hefum of£"350 current money, a fudden pafiion.

And in cafe any perfon or perfons Ihall wilfully cut out the tongue, put out the eye, caftrate, ""^l^"'"^",^
'^"'"

or cruelly fcald, burn, or deprive any Have of any limb or member, or fhall inflidt anv other j^^^^
'

erne! punifliment, other than by whipping or beating with a horfe-whip, cow-fkin, iwitch or Penalty for any
fmall (lick, or by putting irons on, or confining or imprifoning fuch flave; every fuch perfon cruelty excrcifcd

fliall for every fuch offence, forfeit the fum ol/'ioo current money. towards Daves.

XXXVIII. Th;" in cafe any perfon in this Province, who fliall be owner, or who fhall slaves to be al-

have the care, government or charge of any flave or llavcs, fliall deny, negleft or rcfuie to lowed Juffident

allow fuch flave or flavcs under his or her cliarge, fufficient cloathing, covering or food, it cloatliing and

fhall and may be lawful i'or any perfon or perlons, on behalf of fuch flave or flaves, to make ^'^°'^ ^y '|"="'

complaint to the next neijIibourI;ig juffice in t'lc parifli where fuch flave or flavcs live or aie
°''^°^"» '•

ufuallv eniploved ; and if there Ihall be nojuflice in the parifh, then to the next juilice in the

neareft panfli; and the laid juftice fliall fummons the party againfi: whom fuch complaint fliall

bemade, and fliall enquire of, hear and determine the fame; and if the (aid juftice fliall find

the faid complaint to be true, or that fuch perfon will not exculpate or clear himlelf from the

charge, by his or her own oath, which iuch per'mi fliall He at liberty to do in all cafes v.'here

politive proof is not given of the off.-iire, fuch juflice fliall and may make fuch oiders upon
the fame for the relief of Inch flave or n:ivcs, as he in his difcrction fliall think fit, atid (hall

and may fet and impole a fine or penalty on any perfon who fliall offend in the preniifcs, in

any fum not exceeding^ no current money, for each offsjice, to be levied by warrant of diftrefx

and faleof the offender's goods, returning the overplus, if any fliall be; which penalty fhall

be paid to the church-wardens of the parilli where tlie offence fliall be committed for the ule

of the poor of the faid parifh.

XXXIX. And whereas by reafon of the extent and diftance of plantations in this Pro-
vince, the inhabitants are far removed fiom each other, and many cruelties may be com-
mitted on flaves, becaufe no lohitt perfon may be prefcnt to give evidence o( the fame, unlefs Ibmc
method be provided for the better difcovery of fuch offence; and as flaves are under the go-
vernment, fo they ought to be under the proieftion of mafters and managers of plantations

; ,f -

Be itJurtherenaEled, That if any flave fliall fuffer in life, limb or member, or fliall be maimed, cruelly con t"a-^
beaten or abufed, contrary to the direttions and true intent and meaning of this aft, when no ly to the true

white perfon fliall be prefent, or being prefent fliall negleft or refule to give evidence, or be meaning of thi«

examined upon oath concerning the fame; in every Iuch cafe, the owner or other perfon ^iSl, when no

who fhall have the care and government of fuch flave, and in whofe poffeffion or power fuch
Jj!,

(m
^"^°^

flave fhall be, fliall be deemed, taken, reputed and adjudged to be guilty of fuch offence, and the pcrfSi'^hTv-
fiiall be proceeded againft accordingly, without further proof; unlefs fuch owner or other per- ing the care of
fon asaforefaid, can make the contrary appear by good andjujicient evidence, or fliall by his own fuch Have (hall be

oath, clear and exculpate himfelf; which oath every court where fuch offence fhall be tried,
<'^'^"^^'' .e^'hy

is hereby empowered to adminifter, and to acquit the offender accordingly, if clear proof of „„] f

°"^"'="^'

the offence be not made by 2 nitnejjes at leajl, any law, ufage or cuftom to the contrary not- prove to the
withftanding. contrary.

XL. And whereas many of the flaves in this Province wear clothes much above the condi-
tion of flaves, for the procuring whereof, they ule finifter and evil methods: For the pre-
vention therefore of fuch praftices for the future. Be it enaded, That no owner or proprietor What apparel

of any negro flave or other flave (except livery-men and boys) fliall permit or fuffer fuch negro l^^" ="« to

or other flave, to have or wear any fort of apparel whatfoever, finer, other, or of greater va-
^^"^^

lue than negro cloth, duflils kerfeys, oznabrigs, blue linen, check linen or coarfe garlix, or
callicoes, checked cottons, or Scots plaids, under the pain of forfeiting all and every fuch ap-
parel and garment, that any perfon fhall permit or fuffer his negro or other flavc, to have
or wear finer, other than of greater value than negro cloth, duflils, coarfe kerfeys, oznabrigs,
blue linen, check linen or coarfe garlix or callicoes, checked cottons or Scots plaids, asafore-
faid; and all and evei7 conflable and other perfons, are hereby authorifed, empowered and
required, when and as often as ihey fliall find any fuch negro flave, or other flave, having on

X X ^ „r
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A. D. 1740. or wearing any fort of garment or apparel whatfoever, finer, other or of greater value than ne-

^Q , gro cloth, diiffils, coarfc kerfeys, oznabrigs, blue linen, check linen, or coarfe garlix, or cal-

95' licoes, checked cottons or Scots plaids, as aforelaid, to Icize and take away the l.itnc, to his

ortheir own ufc, benefit and behoof, any law, ufage or cullom to the contrary notwithftand-
jng. Providid, That if any owner of any fuch flave or flaves fhall tliink the garment or appa-
rel of his faid ilave, not liable to forfeiture, or to be taken awaj' by virtue of this aft, he may
apply to anv neighbouring juftice of peace, who is hereby authorifed and empowered to deter-

mine any difference ordilputc that fhall happen thereupon, according to the true intent and
meaning of this aft.

XLl. And whereas an ill ciiflom has prevailed in this Province, of firing guns in the nighl

. time; For the prevention thereof for the future. Be it ermQcd, That if any perfon (hall fire or

thenii'ht'tirne
(hoot off any gun or piftol in the night time after dark and before day-light, without neceffity,

pen<Jty thereon, every fuch perfon (hall forfeit the fum of 40s. current monev, for each gun fo fired as aforefaid

;

to be recovered by warrant Ironi anv one juftice of the peace of the county where the offence

is committed, according to thedircftion of the acl for the trial of(nudl and nuancaufis, and fliall

be paid to the church wardens of the parifh where the offence iliall be committed, for tlic ule

of the poor of the faid parifh.

XLII. No flave or flaves fliall be permitted to rent orhire any houfc, room, ftorqor plan-

hre iuivhouft tation on his or her own account, Dr to be ulcd or occupied by any flave or flaves; ana any

ftore, planuiion perfon or perfons v/ho fhall let or hire any houle, room, ftore or plantation to any flave or

tit. flaves, or to any free perfon, to be occupied by any flave or flaves; every fuch perfon fb of-

fending, fliall forfeit and pay to the informer the fum of£"20 current money, to be recovered

as in the ad for tlie trial ojjmall and viean caujcs.

XLIII. And whereas it may be attended with ill confequences to permit a great number of

Haves to travel together in the high roads, without fome white perfon in company with them ;

Be it enaded, That no men flaves exceeding 7 in number, (hall hereafter be permitted to tra-

Niimfier of vel together in any high roads of this Province, without fome white perfon with Ihem; and it

•"^r^'i!"
^^^'"^\ '^^'l ''"'i '"''>' ^^ lawful for any pcrlbn or perfons who fhall lee any men flaves exceeding 7 in

"' 'ghroids.
j,mjj{jg^^ without fome white perfon with them, as aforefaid, travelling or aflemblcd together

in any high road, to apprehend all and every fuch flaves, and (ball and may whip them not

exceeding 20 lafhes on the bare back.

XLIV. And whereas many owners of flaves, and others who have the care, management
and overfering of flaves, do confine them fo dofcly to hard labour, that they have not fufli-

cient time for natural reft; Be it therejore enafled, That if any owner of flaves, or other perfon
Time limited who fhall have the care, management or overfeeing of any flaves, fhall work or put any fuch
^)r keeping

flave or flaves to labour, more than 15 hours in 24 hours, from the 25lh day of ISlarch to the
VC9 o .i o

. 2gj^ jjjy jjf September, or more than 1 4 hours in 24 hours, from the 25th day of September to

the 25th day of March; every fuch pcvlon fliall forfeit any fum not cxcceding_£~2o, nor under

£^ current monev, for every time he, flic or they fliall offend herein, at the difcretion of the

juftice before wliom the complaint fliall be made.
XLV. And whereas the having of flaves taught to write, or fufFeringthem to be employed

in writing, may be attended with great inconveniencics; Be it enaflcd, that all and every per-

^b»-«Tiot to be 'o" ''"'i pcrlbns whatfoever, who fhall hcreahcr teach, or caafc any flave or flaves to be tauglit

•iugia to write, to write, or fhall ufe or employ anv flave as a fcribe in any manner of writing whaifocvci,

hereafter taught to write; every fuch perfon and perfons fhall, for every fuch offente, forfeit

thefutn of £*i 00 current monev.
XLV I. And whereas planTations fettled with flaves without any white perfon thereon, may

No perfon to be harbours for run away and fugitive flaves; Beit ena&ed, aforefaid, that no perfon or pcr-
kecpiiavcscna

fQns hcrcaffcr fhall kcci) anv flaves on any plantation or fettlcmcnt without havinea while
plantation wiir- „ r 1 1

- r i 'i • 1 r r 1 r I /' .

out a whitr Pfr- perfon on fuch plantahon or fettlcmcnt, under pain of forfeiting the fum ol £ 10 current mo-

fon with them, ncy, for every month which any fuch perfon (hall fo keep any flaves on any plantation or fet-

tlcmcnt without a white perfon as aforefaid. -

XLVII. XLVIII. XLIX, L. OhJaUte.

Pfnalrr on pf r- ^^' If any conftable or other perfon dircfted Or required to do or perform any matter or

fon^ rcfuling to thing required, commanded or enjoined by this aft, who fhall know or be credibly informed

craiply with of any offence which fliall becommilled againfl this aft, within his parifh precinfts or limits,

f
1?''*"^'"" •'"'^ (hall not (;ivc information thcrcot to fome juftice of the peace, and endeavour the convic-

" tion of the oflcndcrs, according to his duty ; but fuch conllabl-. or other perfon as aforefaid, or

any
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any perfon lawfully called in aid of the conflable or fuch other perfon as aforefaid, fhall wil- A. D. 1740-,

fullv and wittingly omit the performance of his duty in-the execution of this ait, and fhall be vjo t

thereof convifted, he fhall forfeit -for every fuch offence, the fum of £'20 current money :
" "Si*'

And in cafe any jufticc of the peace, warden of the >vork-houfc, or freeholder, fliall wilfully

or wittingly omit the performance of his duty in the execution of this aft ; every fuch jufticc

of the peace and warden of the work-houfe, fliall forfeit the fum of £^o current money, and

rvcry fuch freeholder fhall forfeit the fum of /"15 current money; which feveral penalties

lliallbe recovered and difpofed of as hereafter is diretled. And moreover, the judges and Judges to give

juflices of the court of general feffions of the peace, oyer and terminer, affize and general the offences a-

gaol deliver)', are hereby commanded and required to give the offences againft this att in g^mlt this ad m

charge, in open court; and all grand juries, juilices of the peace, conftables, and other offi- coujp
'" "'"^^

cers. are herebv required to make due and true prefentment of fuch of the faid offences as

flial! come to their knowledge.
LI I. If any perfon fhall be at any time fued for putting in execution any of the powers con- Perfons fued for

taincd in this aft, fuch perfon fhall and may plead the general iffue, and give the fpeciat matter putting this aft

and this aft in evidence ; and if the plaintiff be non fuit, or a verdift pafs for the defendant, or in execution,

if the plaintiff difcontinue his adtion or enter a nc/j/iro/t'cpz, or if upon demurrer, judgment "j'/ P'^?^ **

be given for the defendant, everj' fuch defendant fhall have his full double cofts.
^^

LIII. This aft and all claufes therein contained, fhall be con flrued moft largely and bene- How this a<ft is

ficially for the promoting and carrying into execution this aft, and for the encouragement and to be conilrued..

juftification of all perfons to be employed in the execution thereof, and no record, warrant,

precept or commitment, to be made b)' virtue of this aft, or the proceedings thereupon, fhalL

be reverfed, avoided or any ways impeached by reafon of any default in form.

LIV. All fines, penalties and forfeitures impofcd or inflifted by this aft, which are not

hereby particularly difpofed of, or the manner of recovery direfted, fhall, if not exceeding ^'."^' ^° °'""

the value of £^0 current money, be recovered, levied and diftrained for by warrant from any ^ recovered.
1 jufliee of the peace in the county or precinft where fuch offence fhall be committed, accord-

ing to the aft for trial of fmall and mean caufcs ; And in cale fuch fine, penaltv or forfeiture

fhall exceed the fum of £^20 current money ; the fame fhall be recovered by iiftion of debf,.

bill, plaint or information, in any court of record in this Province, wherein no privilege,

proteftion, effoign, wager of law, or non vult ulterius profiqui, or any more than one impar-

lance fhall be admitted or allowed. And all the faid fines, penalties and forfeitures v.-hich

ihall be recovered by this aft, and are not before particularly difpofed of, fhall be applied and And applied.

difpofed of, 1 half to be applied by the General Allembly for the ufeofthis Province, and the

other half to him or them who will fue or inform for the fame.

LV. The State's part of the fines, penalties and forfeitures, which fhall be recovered by vir- Part of the fines

tue of this aft, fhall be paid into the hands of the juftices, or in the court where the fame to be paid to the

fhall be recovered, who fliall make a memorial and record of the pavment of the fame, and J""'"5> '^'

fhall, without delay, fend a tranfcript of fuch memorial or record to the public treafurer of
this Province from the faid court or juftices, who fhall receive the State's part of fuch finesand
forfeitures ; which memorial fliall be a charge on the judges or juftices rcfpeftively lo whom
the fame fhall be paid ; and the public treafurer of this Province for the time being, fhall

and may, and he is hereby authorized and impowered to levy and recover the fame, by war-
rant of diftrefs and fale of the goods and chatties of the faid judges or juftices rcfpeftively,

who fhall be charged with the fame, in cafe they or any of them, fhall negleft or rcfufe to make
fuch memorial or record, as aforefaid, or fend fuch tranfcript thereof as is before direfted, or
fhall negleft or refufe to pay the fame over to the treafurer within 20 days after receipt of the p p
fame. Provided ihaX. no perfon fhall be profecutcd for any fine, forfeiture or penalty impofcd
by this aft, unlefs fuch profecution fhall be commenced within 6 months Jifter the offence
fhall be committed.

LVI. Obfolete.

LVII. This aft fhall be deemed a public aft, and fhall be taken notice of without pleading Thi-- deemed x
tlxc fame, before all judges, juftices, magiftrates and courts within this Province.* public a^.

CHARLES PINCKNEY, Speakeiv.
10th May, t74Q»

WILLIAM BULL^

• This ai3 made pcrpetaal by A. A. 1783;
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