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fore t'le matters hprebv enjoined (liall be carried into execution, itfhalland may be tawful. to A. D. 1754.
and for the remaining commifTioners, or any 5 of them, to nominate and appoint another

perfon or perlons to be commiffioncr or commiliionors, in the room of liim or them, fo dv- N°. 848.

ing refufing to aft, or departing this province, and the perfon and peifons fo nominated and
appointed, {hall have the lame powers and authorities, for carrying this atl into execution,

to all intents, conftruftions and purpolcs whatioever, as the commilfioners have who are

herein-before named.
XV'l. If any action or fuit fliall be commenced againft any perfon or perfons, for any Perfonsfuedfor

thing done, or to be done in purfuance of this aft, in every luch cale, the aftion or fuit fhall putting this a6l

be commenced within 6 months next after the faft committed, and the offender difcoveied, '" execution

and not afterwards, and the defendant or defendants in luch aftion or fuit, {hall and may "'^yPY^dtne

plead the general HTue, not giiilt\', and give this aft and the fpecial matter in evidence, at any ^^
'

trial to be had thereupon, ana that the fame was done in purlaancc, and by the autiioritv of
this aft; and if it fhall ap jcar fo to be done, or that luch adtiun or aftions (hall be brought
after the time before limited for bringing I'iie lame, that then the jury fliall find for the defen-

dant or defendants; or if the plaintiff or plaintifis, fiiall become non-luited, or difcontinue

his, her or their aftion or fuit, or if a verdict fhall pafs againft the plaintiff or plaintiffs, or if

uoon demurrer judgment fhall be given ai;ain{l the plaiiititi or plaintiffs, the defendant or de-

fendants fhall recover treble coffs, and fliall have fuch remedy lor the lame, as any defendant

or defendants hath or have, for colls of luit in any other Coles by law.

XVII. This aft fliall be deemed a public aft, and be judicially taken notice of as fuch, by Thisdeclarcd to-

all judges, juflices, and other perfons whatfoever, without Ipecially pleading the fame. be a public ad.

J A .M E S M I C H I E, Speak.er.

8iA May, 1754. JAMES GLEN.

^nM to pre\)ent tt)e tu\jeigling, ftealiug auti can-j^^ n- 849.

msalDapi^eS^^^^ 21^^^ ofter g'la^jes in tljis ^ro^^

\)tncr:9iutJtoprc\jentt!jecaniHnsa\ijai>cfg)c!)oon>

ei'fi or J^etttauguas. ^ntj alfo, for rcpcallns Co

mud; of an M, intttleti, anM for tlje Ijetter or=

tjertng anb go\)erntng i^egroes antj otijer ^la\jcs

tn tijts 3Pro\Jtnce» as relates to tfje time \Ditl)in

U)l)tc{) (^ffenliers, tijat are apprcljcntjeti, ffjall ht

trieti : ^nti gi\)inn: tlje Jufttces anti jFreef)oltiers!

a JSoVuer to poftpone ti)e Crial of fuel) 0^m^
tiers,

WHEREAS, by the laws of this Province, negroes and other ffaves are deemed to be Preamble,
chatties perfonal; and are, in every refpeft, as much the property of their owners, as

any other goods or chatties are. And wher as no punilhment can be inllifted. by the laws

now in force, upon perfons inveigling, flealing, or carrying aw.'v any luch {lave-N from their

lawful owners or employers, that is adecjuute to fo great and growing an evil. And whereas

the inhabitants of this Province are liable to, and receive, great prejudice and damage by

fuch
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A. D. 1754. fuch unwarrantable and pernicious pra8iccs, and wicked pvocccdings. Therefore to prevent

N°. 849, and puiiifli, as much as may be, fuch evil : Be it cnaEied. Ihat from and immediately after the
Enadcd. 24th day of June next, all and every perlon and perlons who fliall inveigle, (leal, or cairv

"^jj** ?•')' P'-'""? away any negro or other flave or flaves; or fliall hire, aid, or counfel anv perfon or ]icrloni

"1 orftal"aiiv" '" inveigle, fteal, or carry away^ as aforcfjid, any fuch (lave, fo as the owner or emplovcr

Have, or aid in of fuch flave orflaves fliall be deprived of the ufe and benefit of fuch flavc or Haves; or that

iodoln;; or aid fliall aid any fuch flave in running awav. or departing from his mafler or employer's Icrvicc,
any Have in run- fhall be, and he and they is and are, hereby declared to be guiliy of felony ; and being thereof
inngawayfrom

j-Qnyif^gj or attainted, by verdift or confeflion ; or being inditled thereof, fhalHland mute;

be deemed guil- or will not dircftly anfwer to the inditlment; or will peremptorily challenge above the numb-
ty of felony, and er of 20 of the jury, Iliall fuffer death as felons, and be excluded and debarred of the bcne-
dtbarred the be- ftt of clergy.
ucfitofclcrg)-.

jj_ And whereas fcveral of the inhabitants of this Province, owners of fchooncrs and pet-

tiauguas, are under a neceffity of emploving others as patrons and mafters in the na\igation

thc'.col, and arc liable to receive great prejudice by the wilful and felonious carrying away
fuch (chooners and pettiauguas, by the ])erlon or pcrfons to whole care and management the

_, . fame arc intruficd : Be it therefore enaUcd. That all and every perfon or perfons that fhall,

^wav of Ichoon- after the pafTing of this aft, carry away any fchooncr or pcttiaugua committed to his or their

tTi, &c. allode- care and management, fraudulently or with intention to ileal or deprive the owner of the pro-

clarcd felony. perty of the fame, from anv part of this Province, to any other part thereof or ellcwlicre,

whereby the owners of fuch ithooncror pcttiaugua fliall be deprived of them or any of them,

or of the ufe and benefit of them or any of them, (hall be, and he and they is and are, hereby

declared to be, guilty of felony ; and being lawfully convifted thereof by verdift orconfeflion ;

or. being indiftcd thereof, fliall Hand mule; or will not diieflly anfwer to the indiftment; or

will peremptorily challenge above the number of 20 of the jury; or fliall, upon fuch indift-

ment be outlawed, fliall fufler death as felons, and be excluded and debarred of and from the be-

nefit of clergy.

III. And whereas by the aft intitled, an aSlJor the better ordering and governing negroes and
That part of the

oiii^y jia-ves in this Province, pafled the lolh day of May, 1740, It is cnaEled, That a juflicc of

w^hTdtrcfts the peace fhall, upon complaint m.ide, or information received, of an offence committed by

the trial of flaves any Have for which capital punifhment may be inflifted, commit the oflender to the fafe cu-

to be within 3 flody of the conllable of the parifh where fuch offence W'as committed, and fliall, without
days after they delay, by his warrant, call tohis affiftance any i of the nearefl juflices of the peace, to alTo-

'"^'!'l''Ii'
ciate with him; and (hall, by the fame warrant, fummon any number of the neighbouring

freeholders, not Icfs than 3 or more than 5, to meet at a certain day and place, not exceeding

3 days after the apprehending oi Inch flave or flavcs, and finally hear and determine the matter

brought before them, in the mod cxiJeditious and lummary manner. And whereas it may fic-

cjucndy happen to be impoflible, to procure thejuflice and freclioldcrs, and the witneifes

who are capable of giving fuch evidence as would luhjeftlhe oflendcrs to the punifhment in-

flifted by law, to attend fuch trial within the time by the faid aft prcfcribed, whereby fuch

offenders, though guilty, may efcape the puniflimcnt due to their ollences. Thet^ore he it

enabled, hy the authority aforefaid, That the laid claufe, fo far as the fame relates to tne trial ol

(uch flaves at any time not exceeding 3 davs after his being apprehended, fliall be, and is here-

by, from and immediately after pafling this aft, repealed.

And 6davsal-
^^'

' '^"'^ '' '^^^ ^""^ ^^^Y ^'^ lawful for thejuflice who fhall commit the offender, to ifTue

lowcdto bring his warrant, under his hand and leal, to call to hisafliflance any j of the nearefl juflices of
them to trial; ti the peace, to affociate with him, and to fummon the freeholders as mentioned in the faid aft,

a fur:liertime, to meet together with the faid juftice, at a certain day and place, not exceeding 6 davs after

f r*'b"^''h"'^ft'^'
'I'C apprehending fuch offender. And that it (hall be left to tlic difciction of the faid juftices

CCS and frechol- ''"'^ ireeholdcrs, at anytime within 6 davs after the apprehending luch flave and his being

committed by a juflice of peace lor trial, to poftpone the faid trial to fuch further lime as they

(hall think proi)er and appoint, upon oath being made before them, or affidavit produced to

them, that the peilon or perlons who was or were witiiellcs 10 Inch faft for which Inch flave

was apjirchcnded is or are ill, and cannot with fafety attend fuch trial, or is or are at too great

a diflancc to be there within the time by this aft diietled for fuch trial,

%ith May, 1754. JAMES G L li N.

<lcr8.


