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A. D. 1776. fore, and in orderthe move eireclually to piefcrve and Iccurc liic peace, ordci and good go-

N''ii32. vernmeni of this colonv, and to deter arid piever.l I'uch evil minded pcrfons from commit-
ting luch oScntcs, and all fuch other offences declared in this a6l to the t^iciit danger of the

lives, liberticsand properties of the inhabitants of this colony,Be it enaHed, Ihat if anvpcrfonor

perfons within this colony, do or {hall from and immediately alter the pafTmg ol this ad, tak:
uparnis, or up arms, with a liollile intent, and by force and violence, or by words, deeds or writing,
eiiulingotlicrs ' •
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to do lo, aruinft Or any other means w;iatlocver, caule*, induce or perluadc or attempt to caule, induce or

the prcfent go- perfuade any other pcilon, or pcrfons, with fuch lioftile intent, to take up arms, aid by force

and violence, to oppo'.c, and fabveit the aulh.ority of th.c government of this colony, c(la-

blifhed by the conllilution agreed on and confirmed in Congrels, at Charleftown en the 26th

day of Ntarch, i77t', or to wound, maim or kill, any jierlon, or perfons, or dcflioy ary of

the houfes, goods or chattels, ot any fuch pcrfon, or pcrlons, wlio fhall under, anilby viiluc

thoic ading un- of any authority of the laid government, be afting in lupport ind defence of the fame, or the
dcr its audiori- execution of any power, authority or offica derived therefrom, all and cveiy fuch pei ion, tr

pcrfons, an<l tl.c aider and abettor, or aiders and abettors, ol fuch pcrfon or jctfonsfo offend-

ing in eidicr ot the olTcnccs aforcfaid, fhall on being indifted and convidled of the lame, by

due coi.ifc of law, bo deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, and fuffcr dca.k without benefit

of clergy.

II. If any pcrfon or perfons, within thrs colony, fliall immediately afterihc pafTingof this

aft, or at any time therealter, by letter, writing, melfage, or otl-.er means of iniclligcncc,

hold any corrclpondencc, or intercourf', or conlpirc or concert, in any manner « hatcvcr

with, or aid or abet anv land or naval force, raifcd, or to be raifcd, or which (liull 1 e fcnt by
Great-Britain in a hollile manner againfl this colony, or any other force or body of men
within this coloiiy, who fiiall, in a hollile intent or manner, oppofe the power and authority

of the prclent uovcinmentof this colony ellabllllied as aforefaid, with intent lo promote ll e

accomplifhmcnt of any hollile plan of operation, dcligncd by luch force or forces, againfl the

lives, liberties or properties, of all or any of the inhabitants, and friends lo tlie conllitutioii

of this colony efbibliHicd as aforelaid, evciy fuch pcrfon or pcrfons fo offending, in any of

the faid offences, fhall, on being indiclcd arid convitled thereof, by due courleof Lw, be

deemed and adjudged guilty of felon\', and luffcr death without benefit of clergv.

III. If any perlon or perfons, within this colony, (liall immediately alter llie palFing of this

ol felony with- gf^^ or at any time thcreaiter, furnifli or lup])ly, or caufe or procure to be fuinilhcd or fup-
out deTgy.

plied, with any bills of exchange, monies, goods; piovifions, liquors, or olhei niciffary ar-

my w^ithTjfus'of tides of fubfiflence, or any military ot naval llores whatever, any of ihe land or naval forces,

exchange, pro- ralfed or to be raifed, or lent by Great-liiilain, or any authoiity dciivtd fiom tlial govcin-
viiions, &t. meat, again (I this colony;, or Ihall, in like manner, furnifh or lupply. or caufe to l.e furninicd

or fupplied, any foicc, or body ol men, wlio fhall, in a hollile manner, oppofe tl.c govcin-
Felony without mcnt of this colony c'labliftied as aforelaid, every fuch perlon or perfons lo ollending, in cither
''^fg)'-

of the offences alorefaid, and the aider and abeitoi, or aiders and abcttois of any of the

faid offences, fhall, on being indifted and convicted thereof, by duccourfc of law, be deemed
and adjudged guilty of felony, and fulfcr death without benefit of clergy.

IV. If any perlon or perlons within this colony, fliall, at any time after the pafTing of this

aft, compel, induce, peiluade or attempt to compel, induce, or pctluadc, any wliite pcrfon

or perfons, or any free negro, or negroes, mulatto or mulalloes, Indian or Indians, to defert

from their habitation or habitations, or any negro, or other llavc or flaves, to defert from his,

or their mailer, miftiefs, or <jwner. and lo join any land or naval force, raifed or to be raifed,

or fent by Greal-Hritain, or any authority derived from that government, againft the united

colonics of America, or this colony, or lojoin any peifon or |icifi)ns, armed in a hollile man-

ner, with intent lo oppofe, or lubvcrt the govenin.ciit ol llii- colony cllabhihcii as afoiclaid,

or with intent of killing any perlon or pcrlons, or deflroying his, her or their goods, or pio-

pcrty, who fhall be atting, or ready and willing to aft, in lupport and defence of fucji go-

vernment, or any of the inhabitants of tliis colony, and fiiends fo ihe fame, ev< ry fuch ])cr-

fon or perfons, fo offending in anyof the above offences, and all luch as fliall aid aid abet, the

faid offender 01 offenders, in the perpetration and execution of any of the laid offences, fliall

on conviftion thereof, by due courfe of law. be dccnfed and adjudged gi.ilty ol felony, and

fliall fuft'er death without benefit of clergy. Provided, That nothing in this aft contained fliall

bcconflrucd, or taken to pre\cnl (he good people ol this colony Irom arming ol flavcsf or ne-

groes for the better defence of this colony, againft all enemies whalfocvcr who fliall invade or

attack tiic fame, or endanger the lafety thereof. V, If
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