AL AL 20 prombi the tmportation of flives Sfrom
Africa or other places beyond fea, into this Sate,
Jor two years, and alfo to probibir the tmportation

or br inging in of negro flaves, sulattoes, Indians,
Kfoors or mu ioes bouna Jor a termo years from

any of the United States by land or F¥7ater.

HEREAS it is deemed inexpedient to increafe the number

of flaves within this ftate, in our preient circum@ances and
fituation :— .

BE it thercfore enadled by the honorable the Sonate and beufe of repe.
[entatives, now met axd fitting in general affembly, and by the author ity
of 1he fame, That no flave tha.l be imported into this ftate from Africa,
the Welt-India iflands, or other place beyond fea, for and cwing
the term of two years, commencing from the firft day of Janvary

next, which will be in the yzar of our Lord one thouad feven hune
dred and ninety.three,

And beit further enaSed by th authzrity aforef i1, That no flave,
or negro, Indian, Moor, mulatto or muitizn, beund to fervice for
a term of years, thall be brought into this ftate, by land or by water
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from any of 'the United States, or any of ‘the countries bordering
thereon, ever hereafter.  Provided neverthelefs, 1hatit fhall and may
be lawful for any citizen of the nited States, coming to fettie with
his family in this ftate, fromany of the United States, and a&ually
fettling in this fate for five years, to bring along with bim or her, all
fuch flaves as he, fhe or they may poffefs, in his, her or their own
tight, or as guardian for any perfon removing with him, her or them ;
but no perfon fhall be permitted under colour of fuch removal, to
bring with him, her or them into this fate for fale, the flave or
flaves of any other perfon. dnd provided aifo, That if any citizen
of this ftate fhall intermarry with a citizen of another ftate, it fhall
and may be lawful for fuch citizen to bring into this. Rate, all fuch
flaves as he or they may alually and directly acquire by fuch inter.
marriage. And provided, nothing in this a& contained, fhall be con.
firued to extend to the {ervants or domeftics of perfons travelling to
and from, and into this ftate from any of the United States, or to the
domeftics of perfons coming fromany other place, and refiding not
more than fix months in this flate: but fuch fervants or domeftics
thall, in fuch cale be permitred to be fold or to remain in this late,
at the departure of their owners or mafters.

And Be it further enalted by the authority afarefaid, That if any
flave or negroe, Indian, Moor, mullato or multizce, bound to fervice
for a term of years, fhall be imported or brought into this ate. con-
trary to the true intent and meaning of thisa&, fuch flave or flaves
negro, Indian, Moor, mulattoe or muftizee, fhall be deemed and
taken as a forfeiture to the flate, one third part of whofe value fhall
be paid to the perfon or perfons making information of fuch import.
ation or bringing in ; and the perfon or perfons importing or bring.
ing in fuch flave or flaves; negro, Indian, Moor, mulatto or muftizo,
contrary to the intent and meaning of this ad, fhall moreover be
fubjec® to a penalty of fifty pounds for every flave or negro, Indian;
Moor, mulatto, or muftizo fo brought in,

And be it further enacled by the anthority aforefaid, That where
any perfon has knowledge of or fufficient grounds to believe that any
flave or negro, Indian, Moor, mulatto or muftizoe has heen import-
ed or brought into this ftate, contrary to the true intent and meaning
of this a&, it fhalland may belawful for fuch perfon to make infor-
mation thereof to a magiftrate upon oath, who is hereby required
and dire@ed to iffue his warrant againit the perfon accufed of fuch
importation or bringing in ; and who, upen hearing the informer
and the perfon acculed, may either difcharge the accufed, if he thinks
there is no juft caufe of information or good grounds of fufpicion, orif
thereappearsfufficient caufe of information, hefhallforthwith take into
fafekeepingallthe flaves, negroes, Indians, Moors, mulattoes or mufti.
zoes, fo impotted or brought into this flate contrary to this a&, unlefs
the party accufed give ample fecurity for redelivery of the fameflave
or ﬂaves,lndian,Moor,negro,mulattoormuﬂizoe,ifadjudgedtobefor
feited andfaid magiftratefhallforthwithproceedtofummontohisaidone
other magiftrate and three free holders, who {hall hear the parties and
adjudgethereonas tolawand jufticedothbelong; and eitherif theinfor-
mer or perfon accufed, are diffatisfied withthe judgment of thefingle

magiltrate,
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magiftrate; or the magiftrates and frecholders, they fhall be allowed |, If eitherofthe par
an appeal from fuch jadgment, to the next court of common plees  ihey may sppeal, &
to be holden for the diftrit where fuch trial has firft been had, where
the faid appeal fall be tried beforea jury of the couniry, without delay

the judgment of which-courtfhall be final conclufive.

I the Senate Houfe, theiwenty firl day of December, in the year of
our Lord one thoufand feven bundred and ninety two, and 1 the
Seventcenth year of the Independence of the United States of
America, _ /
DAVID RAMSAY, Prefident of the Senate.

JACOB READ, Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefintatiess
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