36 A

The L AW S of

1722'0

i)
w_dnotber A%
was paffed in
1759, which
punifbiéisa Ne-
gro or other
Slavve aith

Death for at-

resmpting to

- poifon a wwbhite
or free Perfon.
Vid. No. 184.

¥reamble.

No. 52.

An A for sttainting feveral Negroes therein mentioned s and for the more
effectual preventing Negroes from running away from z‘bezr: Mafiers Service;
and for explaining and rendering more effeltual an A&, intituled, An A&
for the better Government of Negroes, and other Slaves. *

. HEREAS it has been found by Experience, that the laws now in Forge for
YV the betier Government of Negroes, and other Slaves, and for punifthing

- fuch as do withdraw from the Service of their Mafters, have proved too mild and
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gentle to curb and reftrain them ; and that they have fo abufed the Lenity of the
Laws, that great Numbers of them have deferted the Service of their Mafters, and.
fled to the mountainous Parts of this Ifland, and there have armed and. aflembled
themfelves in Bands, to oppofe their Mafters, and any that come in Purfuit of them;
and in the Night Time, when they cannot be eafily difcovered or taken, do fre-
quently commit divers Thefts and Robberies in the Plantations of this Ifland, to the
infupportable Wrong and Damage of many of His Majefty’s good Subjeéts : And
whereas they are daily inticing other Negroes to refort to, and join with them ;
and it is much to be apprehended, that their Numbers will very much increafe,
without the Aid of {ome Law, to give fome extraordinary Encouragement for the
‘taking their Chiefs or Ringleaders, and for the inflicting of condign Punifhment up-
on fuch as thall be taken : And whereas it is notorious, That Fobuny Congo, belong-
.ing to the Honourable Licutenant General Matbew, Chriftopber, belonging to #7/-
liam M*Dowall, Efquire, and Antego Quamina, belonging to Marmaduke Backeler,
Efquire, have, for a long while paft, and ftill do, head feveral armed Bands, or Com-
panies of fugitive Negroes in this Ifland, and do all that in them lies to entice other
Negroes to defert their Mafters Service, and join with them; and have themfelves
committed, and been the Occafion of committing, many flagrant Thefts and Felo-
mies : We, therefore, Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjeéts, the Chief Go-
vernor of all Your Majefty’s Leeward Carribbee Iflands in America, and the Council
and Aflfembly of the Ifland of St. Chriffopber’s, do moft humbly pray Your Majef-
ty that it may be Enacted ; and it is hereby Enacted, by the King’s moft Excelient
Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Chief Governor, Council, and
Aflembly aforefaid, and by the Authority of the fame, That the faid Fobnny Congo,
Chrifiepher, and Antego Quamina, and every of them, be, and hereby are, convitted
and attainted of Felony, and fhall fuffer the Pains of Death. : .

II. And, for the Encouraging the fpeedy taking .the faid Fobnay Congo, Chriffo-
pher, and Antego Quamina, it is hereby further Enaéted, by the Authority aforefaid,
‘That if any white Perfon or Perfons thall apprehend and take the faid Fobnny Con-

0, Chrifopher, and Antego Quamina, or any of them, and fhall deliver his or their
odies alive into the Cultody of the Provoft Marfhal of this Ifland, or his lawful
Deputy, or fhall bring fufficient Proof of the faid white Perfon’s having, in Purfuit
of the faid Negro or Negroes, killed him, or any of them ; heor they fhall, for each
of the faid Perfons fo taken and delivered, or killed as aforefaid, receive from the

- Treafurer of this Ifland for the Time being (who is hereby authorized and requir-

ed to pay the fame, upon a Certificate thereof from the faid Provoit Marfhal, at-:
tefted by any one Juftice of the Peace of the faid Ifland) a Reward of Thirty Pounds
current Money of this Ifland, or the Value thereof in Sugar. :

1. And, zr the preventing any Negroes, or other Slaves, defesting their Mafters
Service for the future, and alfo for the encouraging of fuch as are deferted. to return
thereta 5 be it, and it is hereby Enacted, by the Aduthority aforefaid, That where any
Negro or other Slaves, who hath or fhall have lived upon this Ifland for the Space
of T'welve Months, fhall at any Time after-the Publication of this A&, abfent or
withdraw himfelf from his Mafter’s, Owner’s, or Renter’s Service for the Term of
Six Months in one continued Space of Time; or where any fuch Negro, -or other-
Slave, that now is abfent fmm%sc Mafter’s, Owner’s, or Renter’s Service, thall not:

‘return to the fame wichin the Space of Three Months. after the Publication of this-

A& ; every fuch Offence fthall be adjudged Felony, and: the Offenders, and ev
ene of ‘them, fhall fuffer Death. ' Iv.
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iV: And in cafe any Negro, or other Slave, that now is abfent from his Mafter’s
Service, except the atorefaid Fobnny Congo, Chriftophber, and Antego Quasmina, thall
voluntarily come in, and furrender himfelt to his Mafter; or any Magiftrate in this
Ifland, within the aforefaid Term of Three Months ; fuch Negro, or other Slave,
fo furrendering, fhall be, and is hereby pardoned and acquitted of any Offence
(Murder only excepted) which he fhall or may have committed -during the Time of
fuch his Abfence, and before his Notice of this Aét.

V. And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforefaii, That any Perfon or
Perfons who fhall kill any Negre, or other Slave, who has been abfent for the afore-
faid Term of Six Months, in one continued Space of Time, from his Mafter’s,
Owner’s, or Renter’s Service, after the Publication of this Act; or fhall apprehend
or take any fuch Negro, or other Slave; fo as that he be legally convicted of fuch
Offence; fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall receive a Reward for every fuch Negro, or
other Slave, fo killed or taken, from the Treafurer of this Ifland for the Time being
(who is hereby authorized and required to pay the fame) upon due Proof made be-
fore any one Magiftrate of this Ifland, of his or their killing fuch Negro, or other
Slave, or upon Certificate of fuch Conviction from the Magiltrate before whom
fitch Negro, or other Slave, was tried, the Sum of Six Pounds current Money of
this Ifland, or the Value thereof in Sugar,

VI. And be it further Enated, by the Authority aforefaid; That after any Ne-
gro, or other Slave, is or {hall be run away from the Service of his Mafter, Owner,
or Renter; every Negro, or other Slave, who, knowing fuch Negro, or other
Slave, is run away from his Mafter’s, Owner’s, or Renter’s Service; fhall entertain,
harbour, receive, or conceal, or any ways aid; affift, or comfort, afford or give any
Suftenance to any fuch Negro, or other Slave; fo run away; fhall, upon Conviétion
thereof, according to the Laws and Cuftoms of this Ifland, for the firft Offence be
publickly whipt upon the bare Back with any Number of Stripes not exceeding
Fifty ; and if it fhall happen that any fuch Offender or Offenders fhall be convicted
a fecond Time of the like Offence, he or they, upon fuch fecond Conviétion, fhall
be adjudged to be. publickly whipt, upon the bare Back, with any Number of
Stripes not exceeding One hundred ; and if fuch Offender or Offenders fhall be
thereof convicted a third Time; he or they, upon fuch third Convictien, thall be ad-
judaed to havea further Number of Stripes, not exceeding One hundred and Fifty ;
and fo.for each After-offence.

VII. And every other free Perfon or Perfons, who, knowing that fuch Negro, or
other Slave, is run away from his Mafter’s, Owner’s, or Renter’s Service, fhall en-
tertain, harbour, receive, or conceal, or any ways aid, affit, or comfort, afford or
give any Suftenance to any fuch Negro, or other Slave, fo run away, fhall forfeit (to
be levied as hereafter directed) for the firft Offence the Sum of Ten Pounds current
Money of this Ifland ; and for the fecond Offence, double, and Six Months Impri-
fonment; and for the third Offence, One hundred Pounds, and one Year’s Impri-
fonment ; and be moreover liable to pay for any fuch Offence to the Owner of fuch
run-away Negro, or other Slave, fuch feveral Sum or Sums of Money as are men-
tioned and enacted in an A& of this Ifland, indtuled, A7 A& for the better Govern-
ament of Negroes, or other Slzves, and pait in the tenth Year of Her late Majelty’s
Reign; which faid aforementioned A& is hercby confirmed, and declared to be in
Force, to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever.

VIil. And beit futher Enacted, by the Autherity aforefaid, That whenever any
of the aforefaid Negroes, attainted by this A¢t, fhall be apprehended, any two Juf-
tices of the Peace may and fhall award Execution to be done on his or their Bodies,
by Warrant under their Hands and Seals, dire¢ted to the Provoft Marfhal, or- his
lawful Deputy ; and that all Felonies or other Crimes created by this Act, and com-
mitted by any Slave, fhall be tried and adjudged ; and all Slaves condemned to
die, before Execution, fhall be valued and appraifed, to be paid for by the Trea-
furer of this Ifland, as is dire¢ted by the aforefaid A¢t; and in all Trials of Negroes,

“or other Slaves, the Juftice or Juftices thall and may hear the Evidence of any other
Slave; and give fuch Credit thereunto, as he or they fhall in Confcience be con-
vinced fuch Evidence deferves.

IX. And, for the eafier and readier apprehending of any Negro, or other Slave,
run away from his Mafter’s or Owner’s Service; be it, and it is_hereby further En-
aéted, by the Authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for the Mafter or
Owner of any. Negro, or otlier Slave, or any other Perfon or Perfons by: his Direc-
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tion, to efiter any Negro Houfe or Houfes, by Night or Day, to fearch for -any .
Negro, or other Slave, abfenting himfelf from his Service, ‘without any Warrant
from aniy Magiftrate for that Purpofe, having firft given Notice thercof to the Maf-
ter, Owner, or Overfeer, on the faid Plartation. ) ' ‘

X. Andbe it further Enacted, by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Negro,
or other Slave, thall have abfented himfelf from his Mafter’s Service above the Space
of Six Months; or fhall have wilfully murdered any Chriftian, or Slave Belonging
‘to his owrt Mafter, and the Matfter or Owner of fuch Negto, or other Slave, thall
conceal or neglect to profecute fuch Stave, guilty of any the aforefaid Crimes, for
the Space of Three Moriths after fuch Offence committed ; that then, and in fuch
Cafe, if any other Perfon fhall profecute fuch Slave for fuch Offence, and he, fhe,
or they, fhall be legally convicted thereof, the Mafter or Owner of fuch Negro, or
other Slave, fhall forfeit and pay the full Value of the faid Slave to the Perfon or
Perfons fo profecuting ; and the Mafter or Owner, in fuch .Cafe, Iha}l be, and is
hereby debarred from receiving from the Treafurer or Publick of this Ifland, any
Sum or Sums of Money, or other Confideration, for fuch Negro, or other Slave, 10.
convicted or executed ; any-thing herein before contained to the contrary thereof in
any-wife notwithftanding. ) ) i :

XI. And for the more fpeedy and effeftual inforcing the payment of fuch For-
feiture, it is hereby further Enated, by the Authority aforefaid, That any Juftice
of the Peace for this Ifland, may, in fuch Cafe, iffue out his Warrant, direéted to
Two fubftantial Perfons, to value and appraife fuch Negro, or other Slave, fo pro-
fecuted and convited, as aforefaid; and in cafe the Mafter or Owner thall refufe
to pay what he, fhe, or they fhall be fo appraifed at, to iffue his Warrant to the
Provoft Marfhal, or any Conftable in the faid Ifland, commanding him to levy the
fame upon the Goods and Chattels of fuch Mafter or Owner, and to pay the fame to

" the Perfon or Perfons fo profecuting as aforefaid.

XII. And be it further Enacted, That no Mafter, Owner, or Renter of Negroés,
or other Slaves, thall give any Slave or Slaves Leave on Sundays, or any other Time,

‘to go out of their Plantations (except fuch as ufually wait upon them, and no other)
-except with a Ticket under the Mafter’s, Miftrefs’s, or Manager’s Hands, {pecify-

ing the Time allowed fuch Negro, or other Slave, to be abfent; and if any Mafter

-orOwner of a Plantation finds any Negro, or Slave, on his Plantation without

. a Ticket, or Bufinefs from his Mafter or Owner, and doth not punith him with a
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moderate Whipping, not exceeding Twenty Stripes, he fhall forfeit Twelve Shil-
lings current Money.

X1II. And be it further Enated, by the' Authority aforefaid, That any white or
free Perfon or Perfons may apprehend any Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or
Slaves, that fhall be found out of his Mafter’s or Owner’s Plantation at any Time,
efpecially Saturday Nights, or Sundays and Holydays, not being on their Mafter’s or
Miftrefs’s Bufinefs, nor having fuch a Ticket, or not having a white Man with them,,
(except as before) and the faid Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, may correé with
moderate Whipping, as aforefaid : And if any fuch Negro, or other Slave, thall be
armed with Clubs, wooden. Swords, or other mifchievous Weapons, and found out
of their Mafter’s or Owner’s Plantation, though with a Letter or Ticket, they may
‘be taken up, difarmed, and whipped, as aforefaid. - .'

XIV. And be it Enated, by the Authority aforefaid, That whatfoever Mafter,
Miftrefs, Manager, or Overfeer, who has any Negroes under his Care; thall fuffer his .
or their Negroes or Slaves, at any Time, to beat Prums, biow Horns, or ufe any
other loud Inftruments, or fhall fuffer any publick Meetings or Feaftings of ftrange
‘Negroes or other Slaves, in his or her Plantarion ; he or fhe fo offending fhall for-
feit Twenty Pounds curtent Money for every fuch Offence; provided Information
of the’fame be made and given upon Oath to one of His Majefty’s Juftices of the
"Peace of this Iffand, within one Month after fuch Offence committed:

XV. And that every Mafter, Miftrefs, or Overfeer of 2 Family, fhall, under the
Penalty of Twenty Shillings, current Money,-caufe alt his or her Negroes Houfes
to be fearclied once every Fourteen Days at-the leaft, for run-away Negroces, Clubs,
wooden Swords, and other mifchievous Weapons, and alfo for Cloaths, and other
Goods not honeftly come by ; and what they fufpeét to- be ftolen they -fhall feize,

" and give Notice thereof to the Clérk or Conftable ‘of - the Parith, within Six Days

after, who fhall fer up a fhort Notice of the fime an the Pofts of the Church-door ;.
' ‘ o ' oot o whereby
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whereby the Lofer, declaring the Marks, or defcribing the Goods, tnay have the
fame again without Coft or Charges. -

XVI. Andbe it further Enacted, by the Authority aforefaid, That fuch Chriftians
as fhall apprehend and bring any run-away Negro unto the Provoft Marfhal of this
Ifiand, or his Deputy, or to the Gaol, fhall deliver upon Oath an Account of the
Name, and when and where he apprehended fuch fugitive Slave, and that he knew
of no Ticket the Slave had, nor of his Owner; and the Keeper of the Gaol, at the
Re-delivery of fuch Slave, fhall take a Receipt of the Perfon to whom delivered,
with a Delcription of the Slave delivered. ‘ o

K VIL And be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforefaid, ‘That the Com-
manding Officer on this Ifland for the Time being, if he fhall have Notice of the
Refidence or Hiding of any run-away Negraes, or other fugitive Slaves, fhall and
may raife and arm, of Dragoons, or Foot Militia, a fufficicnt Number of Men, to
purfue and apprehend, or kill any fuch Negroes, or other Slaves : And if any Per-
fon of the Dragoons or Foot, being in Health, and able to travel, fhall refufe to go
in queft of fuch Run-aways, he fhall forfeit Thirty Shillings current Money : And
whoever fhall apprehend or take any run-away Slave, abfconding in the Mountains
of this Ifland, or in the Lands lying to Windward of Frigasé-Bay, or who hath been
ablent from his Maftér’s Service Two Months, or more; fhall receive, as.a Reward
for taking and apprehending each and every fuch Negro, the Sum of Twenty-eight
Shillings ; to be paid by the Owner of the faid Negro, if delivered to him ; or by
the Masfhal, if delivered at the Gaol. :

XVIII. And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforefzid, that whatfoever
Negro, or Slave, thall hear another Negro, or Slave, fpeaking any Words tending to
Mutiny or Rebellion; or-that fhall have, or fhall prepare any Guns, Powder, Bally
Swords, or warlike Inftruments, other than what are allowed for watching, and fhall,
difcover the fame to any Juftice of the Peace; the faid Juftice, and one other next
Juftice, fhall caufe the Slave accufed to be apprehended ; and if they find the Ac-
cufation juft, the faid Slave fhall be tried by Two Juftices of the Peace, in the
Manner as Murders and other Felonies are hereby before directed to be tried ; and
if the faid Slave be found guilty, and condemned to Death, he fhall be appraifed in
fuch Manner as, and at no greater Price, than is appointed and limited in apd by-
the above-mentioned A& ; and the Negro, or Slave, giving fuch Information, fhail
be paid by the ‘Treafurer, outof the Treafury, Three Pounds current Money: But
if any Negro, or Slave, {o accuiing or informing againft any other Negro, or Slave,
fhall not make good his Accufation, to the Satistaction of the Perfons who fhall try
the Negro, or Slave, fo accufed; then fuch Accufer fhall have and receive fuch
Punifhment, not cxtending to Life or Member, as the faid Juftices fhall think
fit, o »

XIX. And be it further Enaéed, by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon
ot Perfons thall buy any Sugar, Rum, Molaffes, Syrup, Cotton, Wine, or other
ftrong Liquors, Plate, wearing Apparel, or houfhold Goods, from any Negro, or
other Slave, except fuch Negro, or Slave, thall have a Ticket for that Purpofe
from his or her Matter, Owner, Renter, or Overfeer; fuch Buver or Purchafer, be-
ing legally convicted of any fuch Crime, not exceeding Twenty Shillings Value, thall
fuffer Six Months Imprifonment 3 and for every fuch Crime exceeding Twenty
Shillings Value, fhall be, and is hereby declared to be guilty of Felony, and fhall
fuffer accordingly. :

XX. And it is further Enadted, by the Authority aforefaid, That the one Moiety
of all the Penalties and Forfeitures impofed, laid, and arifing by virtue of this Act,
thall be paid to the Treafurer of this Ifland for the Time being, for the defraying
the publick contingent Charges of this Ifland 5 and the other Moiety thereof to the
Informer ; to be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of every
and any Perfon and Perfons offending or aling contrary to this A&, and the true
Meaning and Intent thereof, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal of any one
Juftice of the Peace of this Ifland; to be dire€ted to the Proveit Marfhal, or his
lawful Deputy, or to any Conftable of the Ifland.

XXI. .And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforefaid, That in every Ac-
tion, Suit, -Indi&ment, Information, or Profecution, wherein or whereby any Per-
fon or Perfons fhall be fued, indi¢ted, profecuted, or moletted, for the doing of any
Matter or Thing in the faid A&s, or either of them, contained; it fhall be lawful
for all and every the faid Perfons, their Heirs, Executors,. aud Adminiftrators, to
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plead the geresal Iffue; and to give this A¢t in Evidence in any Court or Courts of
Juftice where the Matrer fhall be depending : And alfo, that the faid Ads, and ei-
ther of them, fhall be taken and allowed in all Courts within this Ifland as pub-
lick Aés; and all Judges; Juftices; and Juries, are hereby required to take No-
tice thereof accordingly.
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