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An Aet for further improving the condition of the Slave Population in the
Island of St. Christopher.

WHEREAS it is expedient that certain parts of the laws now in force
relating to the slave population of this island should be repealed, and
that other regulations for improving their coudition should be made;
We, therefore, your Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful subjects, the Com-
mander-in-Chief, for the time being, in and over St. Christopher, Nevis,
Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands, and the Council and Assembly of St.
Christopher, humbly pray your Most Excellent Majesty, that it may be
enacted and ordained, and be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority aforesaid—

First. That from thirty days after the publication of this Act, all mar-
kets to be held within the said island on Sunday shall be limited to the
hour of eleven o’clock in the forencon, and that from and immediately
after the hour of eleven in the forenoon of the Lord’s-day, no person or
persons whatsoever shall shew forth or expose for sale in any market or
other place, any meat, poultry, vegetables, provisions, fruits, herbs, wares,
or merchandize, goods or effects, or shall remain in any market, upon
pain of forfeiting the goods so exposed for sale, which may be seized by
any constable, and be divided by any justice of peace, between the person
who shall seize the same and the poor of the parish, and if a free person,
upon pain of forfeiture, also, of the sum of niue shillings, by every such
free person remaining in such market exposing for sale, or purchasing
any such goods, wares, or merchandize as aforesaid, on the Lord’s-day,
after the four of eleven of the clock in the forenoon, to be levied by
order in writing, under the hand and seal of any such justice of peace,
and paid to the person who will inform for the same: Provided always,
that nothing contained in this clause shall be construed to affect or inter-
fere with the market now held every other day in the week.

2.—And for giving facility to the more cffectual breaking up wmar-
kets at the appointed time on Sunday, and to prevent the nuisance of
extrancous markets, Be it further enacted, that the markets in the
town of Basseterre shall be held in part of the Gaol-yard, and at the foot
of the Girt leading towards Irish Town, and no where else in the town;
and that all and every markets or market held, or attempted to be held,
in any street or corner of streets, or on the steps appertaining to houses
leading into the streets, or otherwise than the places herein appointed to
be held, shall be at all times broken up by the supervisor or any con-
stable, and the articles exposed for sale shall be forfeited, one moiety to
the supervisor or constable scizing the same, and the other moiety to be
distributed to the poor of the parish where the offence is committed, by
the order of any such justice as aforesaid, and the person or persons com-
mitting the offence, upon counviction, on examination before any two
justices of the peace, shall, if' frce, also pay a fine not exceeding nine
shillings, and stand commitied, for waut of payment, for any time not
exceeding three days, by warrant under the hands and seals of” such jus-
tices of the peace before whom such complaint is made; and the places
of holding the markets in the town of Sandy Point, Old Road, and clse-
where, shall be regulated by any two justices of the peace of thuse pa-
rishes, and all and every person or persons offending against such regula-
tions, shall be subject te the like forfeiture and penalties as aforesaid, and
the weekly sitting magistrates, or any othier justice, in the several towns
within this island, shall, on the Lord’s-day, direct some one or more
of the constables within his parish, to repair to the market places of the
said towns, one half-hour hefore the aforesaid hour of cleven o’clock in
the forenoon, and there loudly, and three successive times, by the ringing
of a bell, declare that the said market must cease and determine as afore-
said; and all and every person neglecting to obey the said declaration as
aforesaid, after the said hour of eleven o’clock in the forenoon, shall be
and are hereby subject to the pains and penalties as hercinbefore enacted.

3.—Be it further enacied, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not
be lawful for any person whatsoever to employ their slaves at any kind
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of worlkk on Sunday, except domestics, slaves employed in watching,
stock-keepers, water-drawers, and such slaves as are employed in petting
sugar ; nor shall it be lawful for any person to put about, or cause to be
worked any sugar-mill between the hour of ten o’clock on Saturday
night and day-light on Monday morning, under the penalty, in such case,
of fifty pounds current money.

4.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is, and
shall henceforth be, illegal for any person or persons within the said
island to carry any such instrument of correction as is comnonly called:
a cart-whip, while superintending the labour of any slave or slaves in or
upon the fields or canc-pieces upou any plantation within the said island,.
or to use any such cart-whip for the purpose of impelling or coercing any
slaves orslave to perform any labour of any kind or nature whatever, or
te carry or exhibit upon any {)lantation, or elsewhere, any such cart-
whip, as a mark or emblem of the authority of the person or persons so:
carrying or exhibiting the same over any slaves or slave; and in case any
person or persons so carrying orexbibiting thesame over any slaves or slave,,
and in cascany personorpersons shall carry any such cart-whip,while super-
tending the labour of any slave or slaves in or upon any plantation or cane-
picce within the said island, or shall use any cart-whip for the purpose of im-
pelling or coercing any slave or slaves to perform any labour of any kind or
nature whatsoever, or shall carry or exhibit, upon any plantation or else-
where, any such cart-whip as a mark or emblem of their, his, or her
authority over any slave or slaves, the person or persons so offending, and
each and every person who shall or may divect, authorise, instigate, pro-
cure, or be aiding, assisting, or abetting in any such illegal driving, use,
or exhibition of any such cart-whip, shall be, and be decmed, adjudged, and
talken to be guilty of a misdemecanour, and being thereof convicted, shall
suffer such punishment as is hereinatter provided : Provided, neverthe-
less, that if the person or persons so offending shall be a slave or slaves
acting otheywise than under the authority of the master or driver, he,
she, or they shall be tried by any two justices of the peace; and it cous
victed of the offence aforesaid, shall be sentenced to receive any number
of lashes not excceding twenty-five.

5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
owners and possessors of slaves, and their agents, attornies, or represen-
tatives, shall, as much as in them lics, use his, her, or their endcavours to
instruct his, her, or their slaves in the principles of the Christisn Reli-
gion, and as soon as conveniently can be, cause to be baptized 1l such
adult slaves, (uot already baptized) as they make sensible of a duty to
God and the Christian faith, and all slaves hereafter to be horn, within
six mouths after their respective births, which ceremony the clergymen of
the respective parishes wherein such slaves are vesident, shall, and they
arc hereby required to perform gratis, and also to attend any slave or
slaves in sickness, when their spivitual aid may be required ; aund the cler-
gymenof cach parish within this island shall, under a penalty of ten
pounds for cach name omitted, enter into the parish register the names of
such slave or slaves, and the estate or owner to whom such slave or
slaves shall belong as such clergyman shall baptize, and shall, and they
are hereby required to give such slave so baptized a cerlificate of such
baptism, so often as the same may be required.

6.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no per-
son shall from henceforth be rejected as a witness, or cousidered as incom-
petent to give evidenice in any court of civil or criminal justice in the said
island, by reason of his or her being in a state of slavery, if the person
producing or tendering him or her as a witness, shall produce and exhibit
to the court a certificate, under the hand of any clereyman of the Esta-
blished Church of England, or auy minister of the Kirk of Scotland, that
the slave named is sufliciently instrueted in the principles of religion to
understand the nature and obligation of an oath : Provided that sueh cer-
tificate shall have been duly registerved in the sceretary’s office of the said
island, at least three months before the same shall be so produced in
court : Provided, nevertheless, that no person being in a state of slavery
shall be admitted to give evidence in any criminal or civil suit or action
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in which his or her owner, or the attorncy, manager, or director of the
estate to which such slave belongs, is directly concerned, or in any case
where any white or free coloured person may be charged with, or prose-
cuted for, any offence punishable with death: Provided always, that
nothing herein contained "shall extend, or be construed to extend, to
render any slave a competent witness, in any case in which such slave
would be incompetent to give evidence, if he or she were of free
condition.
7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases
where the evidence of slaves is adwmitted to be given in any court or courts
of justice in this island, under and by virtue of this Act, a writ of subpeena
shall and may issue under the hand of the sccretary of this island, or his
lawful deputy,and under the seal of the court, in the usual wanner, upon
the application of auy person or persons requiring the testimony of such
slaves, directed to the owner or possessor of such slave or slaves, or the
person under whose immediate charge such slave or slaves may be, requir-
ing him, her, or them, under the penalty of twenty pounds, to bring and
produce, or causc to be brought and produced,.in court, such slave or
slaves, for the purpose aforesaid : Provided, nevertheless, that the expen-
ces of such slaves who shall be subpenaed as aforesaid, shall be at the
time of serving the subpmna, tendered to the said master, owner, proprie-
tor, or director of the said slave, at the rate of nine shillings per day for
the attendance of said slave, and that in cases where the attendance of
the said slave or slaves may be prolonged heyond the time for which such
expence shall be tendered, the person or persons on whose behalf he, she,
or they may be so subpaenaed as aforesaid, shall be,and are heveby declared
to be, liable to pay all further expences attendant thercon, at the said
rate of uine shillings per day for every slave over and above ihe time for
which the expences of the said slave or slaves mnay have been so tendered
at the time of serving the subpwna as aforesaid : Provided that every
slave who shall attend any trial as a witness, under or by virtue of any
subpeena, shall be protected and exempted in going to, attending at, and
returning from, such trial, in such manner as other witnesses are by
Jaw protected; and that no slave attending as such witness under
subpoena, shall, in going, attending, or returning as aforesaid, be taken
upon or by virtue of any execution or process issued against his master s
‘Provided also, that it any such slave or slaves shall be guilty of corrupt,
wilful, and false swearing, upon the trial of any cause, or in any matter or
yroceedingin which such corvupt, wiltul, and talse swearing, it committed
by a witness of any other description, would amount to wilful and corrupt
‘perjury, such slave or slaves, upon couviction of so swearing corruvtly,
wilfully, and falsely, shall be punished by imprisonment, with hard
labour, for any term not exceeding six months, or by any number of
stripes not exceeding one hundred, at the discretion of the court before
which he, she, or they shall be tried and convicted ; and such slave and
slaves shall be utterly alterwards disabled from being a witness or wit-
nesses in any cause or matier whatever: Provided, nevertheless, that the
owner be paid for the time the slave be so confined in prison, at the rate
of six shillings per day, at the public expence ; and all and every such
offence or offences of corruptly, wilfully and falsely swearving, by slaves
hercinbefore wmentioned, shall and may be tried at or before any special
sessions of the justices of the peace, to be held under and by virtue of an
Act of this island, intituled, ¢ Au Act for settling and regulating the trial
of criminal slaves by jury,™ in the manner and according 1o the provisions
of that Act, and of another Act of the said island, intituled * An Act to
alter and amend an Act, intituled ¢ An Act for settling and regulating
the trial of criminal slaves by jury,’” except that the owner, manager, or
director of every slave charged with such corrupt, willul, and false swear-
ing, may, if' he, she, or they shall think fit so o do, give bail or securily for
the appearance of such slave or slaves at the time and place of trial, for the
purpose of standing such trial, and upon such bail obtain the liberatjon
ofsuch slave or slaves from prison in the inean time,
8.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatit shali be lawful
for persons in the state of slavery to contract marriage cither with slaves
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or persons of free coundition, with the cousent of their owners, or the
attornies of such owners, expressed in writing ; but if any such owner, or
attorney of such owner, shall refuse such consent, or omit to give the
same, then it shall be lawful, in every such case, for such slave to apply
to the Court of King’s Beneh, by summary petition, to be presented by
the Attorney General (or other superior Crown Officer in his absence)
upon application made by such slave to him, and thereupon the owner
of such slave, or his attorncy or attornies, shall be duly summoned to
appear before the said court, at a time to be appointed for the purpose,
to state his or their objection to such marriage; and if such owner or
owners, or his or their attorney or attornics, being duly summoned, shall
fail to attend, or attending shall not shew just and sufficient or rea-
sonable cause for withholding his, her, or their consent to such mar-
riage, the court shall order that such marriage shall be solemnized, and
therefore it shall be lawful for any clergyman of the Established Church
of England, or any minister of the Kirk of Scotland, to solemnize the
marviage of such slave after due publication of banns, or by licence
obtained from the ordinary, or his lawful deputy, and the same, wben so-
solemnized, shall be binding aud effectual in the law: Provided, never-
theless, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to
extend, to render any such marriage valid or effectual, which would be
illegal or void if such persons were of free condition: Provided also that
no such marriage shali alter, impair, abridge, or in any manner preju-
dice the property of the owner, or respective owners, ot such slaves of,,
in, and to such slaves, and theiv issue and progeny.
9.—And whereas persouns in a state of slavery in this island have been
permitted to acquire, hold and enjoy property free from the controul or
influence of their owners, and it is expedient that the said laudable
eustom should be recognized and established by law, Be it therefore
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person in this island being in
a state of slavery, shall be, or be deemed or taken to be, by reason or on
account of suchi his condition, incompetent to purchase, acquire, possess,
hold or enjoy, alienate or dispose of property, but every such slave shall,
and is hereby declared to be, competent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold,
enjoy, alicnate, and dispose of meney, cattle, houschold furniture, or
other effects of such or the like nature, of what value or amount soever,
except slaves, arms, and ammnnition, and to bring, maintain, prosecute,
and defend any suit or action in any court of justice for or in respect of
any such property, as fully and amply to all intents and purposes as if
he or she were of free coundition : Provided that no slave shall he liable
to he arrested or taken in execution, or imprisoned, or detained in cus-
tody, for or on account or by reason of any action, cause of action, suit,
Jjudgment, or execution, which may be had, taken, or obtained against
such slave, by reason of any thing hercinbefore contained, nor for any costs
which may be incurred by any such slave in any such suit or proceeding,.
either as plaintiff or defendant, or otherwise however: Provided also that
nothing herein contained shall repeal an Act of this island, intituled
“An Act to restrain thefts committed by negro slaves, and to prevent
the dishonest traffic carried onby such as deal with them,” or to the
following articles, that is o say, sugar, syrup, molasses, rum, canes,,
sprouts, megass, pewter, brass, lead, iron, copper, oats, lumber, and plan-
tation utensils.
10.—Aud be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when-
cver any question shall arise touching the liberty of any person detained:
or claimed as a slave, who shall not actually have been in possession of!
any person as a slave, for the space of three months before the claim
made, or the detainer complained of, other than any slave who may have
been so long out of possession of his owner; by reason of his being a run-
-away slave, the proof of the slavery shall, in all such cases, lay upon
the claimant of such person as a slave ; and that when the competency
of any person as a witness, in any court of justice, or other tribunal, shallk
be dispuied, on the ground of his or her beine a slave, the party taking
such ohjection, shall be bound to prove the slavery of the person so
challenged or objected to as aforesaid.
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11.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is,
and shall from henceforth be, illegal for any person or persous to intlict,
in any onc day, upon any slave, for any crime or offence, or upon any
ground, or for any reason whatsocver, any number of stripes or lashes ex-
ceeding twenty-five in the whole, or to inflict upon any such slave any
»unishment or correction by the whipping, scourging, or beating of his,
1er, or their person or persouns, unless the person of such slave shall, at
the time of such punishment or correction, be free from any laceration
occasioned by any recent former whipping, scourging, or beating, or to
inflict upon any such slave any punishment or correction by the whipping,
scourging, or beating of his person, beyond twelve stripes, until the day
after the commission of the offence for or in respect of which any such
punishment or correction may be inflicted, or to inflict upon any such
slave any such punishment or correction beyond twelve stripes, as afore-
said, unless one person of free condition shall be present at and witness
the infliction of such punishment. And in case any person or persons
shall inflict, in any one day, upon any such slave, any number of stripes
or lashes exceeding twenty-five in the whole, or shall whip, scourge, or
beat any such slave, at any time when there may be upon his or their per-
son or persons uny laceration occasioned by any recent former whipping,
scourging, or beating, or shall inflict upon any such slave any such
punisnment or correction beyond twelve stripes, as aforesaid, previous to
the day next after the commission of the offence, for or in respect of
which the same may be so inflicted, or without the presence and attend-
ance during the whole of such punishment of some person of free condi-
tion, other than and besides the person by or by the authority of whom
the same may be so inflicted, the person or persons so offending, and each
and every person who shall or may direet, authorise, instigate, procure, or
be aiding, assisting, or abetting in any such illegal punishment of any slave,
shall be, and be deemed to be, guilty of a misdemeanour, and being thereof
convicted, shall suffer such punishment as hereinafter provided : Pro-
vided, nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or he
construed to extend, to any punishment which may be inflicted upon any
slave, under or by virtue of any sentence or judgment of any court of
competent jurisdictiow within the said island. Provided always, that no
female slaves shall be flogged orf punished by the exposure of her or
their person or persons, but all punishments by flogging, inflicted on any
female slave, shall be inflicted on the back and shoulders of such female
stave. Provided also, that in all cases when the owner, proprietor, at-
torney, manager, or other person having charge of any slave or slaves,
shall conceive the faunlt committed (the same not being cognizable by
law) to be of such enormity as to deserve more exemplary punishment
than is hercinbefore allowed to be inflicted, it shall and may be lawful for
such owner, proprictor, attorney, manager, or such other person as afore-
said, to cause such oflfenders, slave or slaves, to be carried before any two
.or more justices of the peace, and such justices are hereby nuthorised and
required to hear and examine every such complaint, and to direet such
corporal punishment as the offence shall in their diseretion merit; after
which punishment, inflicted by the order of the justices as aforesaid, no
further or other punishment whatever shall be inflicted on such slave for
that offence, by any person or persons whomsoever, under a penalty not
exceeding one hundred pounds current money; and the justices before
wliom such slave or slaves shall be brought, shall enter, or cause to be
entered, in a book to be kept for that purpose, the nature of the com-
plaint, and the punishment inflicted by their order,

12.—And be it also enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there shall
be kept upou cvery plantation and estate throughout the said island, a
bool,to be called < The Plantation Record Book,” and that it be the duty
of the owner, proprictor, manager, or other person having the direetion
of and the chief authority in the said plantation, to enter and record in
the said book, at or immediately after the time of the infliction of any
corporal or other punishment whatsoever, a statement of’ the nature and
particulars of the offence, for or in respect of which such corporal
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offender shall be tried, and to be recovered and applied in manner
hercinafter meutioned. And if any person or persons shall wilfully
dr.fraudulently malke, or cause or procure to be made, any false entr
or fraudulent erasure in any such plantation record book, or shall
wilfully,.or fraudently burn, destroy, caucel, or obliterate the same, of
any parts or part thereof, the person or persons so offending shall bé,and
be deemed .and taken to be, guilty of a midemeanour, and being thereof
convicted, shall suffer such punishment as hereinafter provided. :
..14.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

proprictor, attorney, manager, overseer, or other person, having the
charge or direction of slaves, shall, upon any pretence whatsoever, take
‘upon himself or herself to inflict, or cause, or knowingly suffer to be
inflicted, on any slave or slaves any heavier, greater, or other kind of
corporal punishment than hereinbefore limited and prescribed, or to
‘inflict punishment at other and different times than hereinbefore men-
tioned, such proprictor or attorney, manager, overseer, or other person
having the charge or direction of such slaves, shall, for everysuch offence,
roceeded against by indictment in a court of criminal jurisdiction fo

be
~be Kolden for this island, and if found guilty, shall be punished by fine or
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imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court before whom such
offender shall have been tried and convicted. o

- 15—And be it further enacted, that upon the prosccution of any per-
son being the owner, proprietor, or manager of any plantation, for inflict-
ing, or causing or procuring to be inflicted, on any slave or slaves any
punishment hereby declared illegal, if the slave so alleged to be illegally
‘punished shall be produced in open court, and if the marks or tracesof
recent flogging or laceration shall appear on the person of such slave;
and if such slave shall in open court declare such traces to be the conse
:quences of any such unlawful punishment or correction, and being duly
examined by the said court, shall make a particular, cousistent, and pro-
bable statement of all the circumstances aftendant on such unlawful
punishment, then, and in every such case, although such slave may not
-be a competent witness within the provisions of this Act, the owaer, pro-
prietor, manager, or other person having the charge of such slave, shall
be bound to shew, to the satisfaction of the court and jury, or prove upon
-his own oath, that the punishment, of which the marks and traces maybe
so apparent, was not inflicted by him, or by his procurement, or. with his
knowledge or consent, or to prove that such punishment: was a lawful
‘punishment within the mcaning of this Act, and was inflicted in the pre-
sence of one such witness of free condition, as is required by this Act, and
in default of his.shewing to the court-and jury, or giving proot on his own
.oath, or otherwise, such owner, proprietor, manager, or other. petsou 13

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.




ST. CHRISTOPHER. 59

aforesaid, shall and may be convicted and adjudged to be guilty of the
offence imputed to him.
16.—And be it enacted, that it shall not be lawful, in the execution of
any judgment, sentence, decree, or order of any tribunal of any court
-of justice within the said. island, to seize and sell, in satisfaction thereof,
any slave having a husband or wife, or a child under the age of twelve
years, or a reputed husband or wife, or child under the age aforesaid, who
may be the property of the same persons or person, uuless such husband
and wife and child, or reputed Kusband, wife and child, shall be sold
together, and in one and the same lot, and to the same person or persons.
And if in the execution of any such judgment, sentence, decree, ororder,
any slave or slaves shall be sold separate or apart from any such husband
or wife, or child, as aforesaid, then, and in every such case, such sale and
execution shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be, absolutely null
in the law to all intents and purposes whatsoever: Provided that no such
sale of a slave shall be void or invalid by reason or on account of the hus-
band or wife, or child under twelve years, or the reputed husband or wife,
or child under twelve years, belonging to the same owner, not being sold
. together with such slave in the same lot, if such slave being quesfioned
thereto by the marshal, or other officer who shall make such sale, which
such marshal, or other officer, is hereby required so to do, under the
penalty of fifty pounds current money, to be recovered as hereinafter
mentioned, shall not give to the said marshal, or other officer, information
thereof, and declare the name or names of such his or her husbaud, wife,
or child under twelve years, or reputed husband, wife, or child under
twelve years, belonging to his or her owner; aund if the marshal, or other
officer, who shall make any such .sale of any slave without selling any
husband or wife, or child or children, with such slave, shall enter a memo-
randum in his book of sales of his having made inquiry of such slave as
to his or her having a husband, or wife, or child, or children under twelve
years, or a reputed husband, or wife, or child under twelve years,
belonging to his or her owner, and his or her having failed to give such in-
formation thereof as aforesaid, which memorandum, duly signed by the
marshal, or other officermaking such-sale,shall inall courtsbe had andtaken
assufficient evidence that such inquiry as hereinbefore directed was made,
and of such default-in such slave of giving such information of his or her
having such husband, wife, or child, or- reputed husband, wife, or child,
belonging to such owner. And it is further enacted and declared, that
in case the marshal, or other officer who shall make any such sale, after
having made such .inquiry as hereinbefore directed, upon which no such
information shall have been given by such slave so sold of his-or her
having such husband, wife, or child, or children under twelve years; or
reputed husband, wife or child, or children under twelve years, belonging
to his or her owner, shall neglect and omit to enter.and sign such memo-
randum thereof, as hereinbefore mentioned, in his book of sales, as herein-
before directed, or shall make or enter any false entry or memorandum
concerning any such inquiry and want of information, or shall fraudu-
lently and wilfully destroy, cancel, erase, alter, or obliterate any such
entry made in such sales’ book, all and every such marshal, or other officer,
shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of a misdemeanour, and being
thereof convicted, shall suffer such punishment.as hereinafter pro-
vided. .
. 17.—And whereas by the usage of this island, slaves have been per-
mitted to acquire, hold, and .enjoy personal property, free from the
controul or influence of their owners; and it is expedient that such
laudable custom should be 'continued and established by law, Be it
therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person.or per-
sons whatsoever shall unlawfully take away from, or purchase from,
and neglect to pay, any slave or slaves, or in any mauner deprive, or
cause him, her, or them, to be deprived, of any specics of personal pro-
perty by him, her, or them possessed, such person or persons shall forfeit
and pay a sum not exceeding ten pounds current money, over and above
the value of any such property so taken away, or purchased and not
paid for as aforesaid, to be levied by warrant under the hands and seals of
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any two or more magistrates, and directed to the provost-marshal, or any
constable of the said island.
18.—And it is ‘further enacted, that the treasurer of this island is
hereby authorized to receive into the public treasury of this island,
any money which any slave may be desirous to deposit therein, for
which an interest of five per cent. per annum shall be allowed and paid
out of the public revenue of this island ; and any slave making any de-
posit of money in the public treasury of this island, shall be at liberty to
malke a declaration of the manner in which, and the name of the person or
ersons to whom, iu the event of his or her death, the amount of his or
{:er deposit in the said treasury shall be paid, applied, and disposed of,
and such declaration shall be recorded in a book to be kept for that pur-
pose at the treasurer’s oflice, where such deposit shall be made ; and
upon the death of the slave making such declaration, the same shall be
deemed and taken to be the last will and testament of such slave, in the
absence of any other last will ; and in case any such slave shall marry
after having made any such declaration, such marriage shall be, and be
deemed and taken to be, a revocation in the law of such declaration.
And it is also enacted, that in case any slaves.or slave in the said island
shall die intestate, and without having made such declaration as afore-
said, which may remain unrevoked at the time of* his death, then, and in
every such case, the property of every such slave shall go, and be dis-
osed of, to and in favour of such persous or person, as by virtue of the
several Acts of Parliament for the distribution of intestate’s estate would,
according to the law of England, be cutitled to any such property ; and in
cases where any slave or slaves may die intestate, without leaving any re-
Jations in and amongst whom his, her, or their property, could or might
descend by course of law, or become distributable according to the
several statutes of distributiouns, that in such and every such case, the
property of the said slave or slaves, of any value or kind socver, shall,
and it is hereby declared to be revertable, and of right to belong and
vest in the owner or owners of such slave or slaves so dying intestate, and
without such next of kin as aforesaid. And be it further enacted, that no
deposit of money shall, at any one time, or within any one week, be
received. at the public treasury from any slave, exceeding the sum of
twenty dollars in the whole, unless such slave, at the time of tendering
any such deposit, shall produce the consent in writing of his owner
or manager, or the attorney of such owner, to such deposit being made ;
and in case any slave shall be desirous, at any one time, or in any one
weels, to make any such deposit of money, exceeding the sum of twenty
dollars, and the owner, attorney of such owner, or manager of such
slave, shall refuse his consent to such deposit being made ; then, and in
every such case, any two or more magistrates, upon application to them
for that purpose made, shall issue a summons under their hands, requiring
the owner or manager of the slave, or the person or persons under
whose direction the said slave may be, to appear before them, by them-
selves or their agents, at some convenieut time and place to be for that
purpose appointed; and if such owner or manager, or other persons
as aforesaid, being duly cited, shall fail to appear before the said two or
more magistrates, or appearing, shall fail to lay before them good and
sufficient cause why such deposit ought not to be made; thén, and in
every such case, the said two, or any other two or more magistrates,
shall issue an order under theiv hands and seals, requiring the treasurer
of the said island to receive the amount of such deposit, and the same’
shall be received by him accordingly. ‘
19.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no
master, owner, or possessor of any slave or slaves, whether in his or her
own right, or as attorney, guardian, trustec, or otherwise howsoever, shall,

-under any pretence whatsoever, discard or turn away any slave or slaves

at

rendered incapable of labour or service, by reason of sickness or disorder,
age or infirmity. But every master, owner, or possessor, shall keep such |
slave or slaves upon his, her or their respective properties or premises,’
and feed and provide them with wholesome food, and decent comfortable
clothing and lodging and other necessaries; and not suffer them for,
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want thereof to wander about at large and become a nuisance, and bur-
thensome to others for subsistence.  And it shall and may be lawful for
any white or free coloured person to take up all such diseased or infirm
slave or slaves who may be found going about at large as abeve-mentioned,
and to carry him, her, or them before any of His Majesty’s justices, who
shall, and he is hereby directed to wmake immediate inquiry into the
conduct of the master, owner, or possessor of such slave or slaves; and if
it shall appear to such justice that the slave or slaves going about at large
be owing to neglect or maltreatment from the owner or possessor, he, she
or they so offending, shall forfeit, for each offence, a sum not exceeding
fifty pounds current money, and such owner or possessor shall forthwith
-enter into recognizance in the sum of one hundred pounds, with twe
ssufficient sureties in the sum of {ifty pounds each, that such slave or slaves
in future shall be well treated, lodged, fed, and clothed. But in case of
neglect or refusal to enter into recognizances as aforesaid, then it shall
and may be lawful for the justicé to commit the slave to the charge of
the cage-keeper of the nearest town where taken up, to be by him
lodged and fed, for which he shall be entitled to reccive from the
owner or possessor, at the rate of one shilling and sixpenee per diem,
recoverable on his goods and chattels weekly, by warrant under the hand
and scal of any justice of the peace, until he, she, or they shall eater
into said recognizance as aforesaid.

20.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid, that any
person who may be convicted of any act hereby declared to be 2 misde-
ameanour, shall, if of free condition, be and become liable to a fine not
exceeding one hundred pounds of current moncy, or fo imprisonment
for any time not exceeding six months, or both to fine and imprison-
ment, at the discretion of the court before which any such person may
be convicted, and in case any person be convicted of cruel and un-
Jaw{ul punishment of any slave, and that it such person so convicted
be the owner of such slave, the said court is hereby authorised, at
their discretion, to order and direct a sale of such slave orslaves by
the deputy provost marshal, aud the money arising therefrom to be
paid over to the said court, to be by them paid over to such person or
persons as may be the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, or bave
the legal interest therein, and all such offences shall be tried in the
Court of King’s Beuch and Common Pleas of the said island, and all
fines and pecuniary penalties shall be recovered by indictment, and shall
be divided and paid, one half to His Majesty for the use of the public
of this island, and the other halfl to the use of the person or persons who
shall prosecute for the same: Provided that all and every indictinent,
suit, or prosecution to be instituted by any private prosecution for any
offence commitied under or against this Act, shall be sued and brought
within six months from aud afier the commission of the ofience or offences
for which the same may be prosecuted, if there should have béen a Court
of King’s Bench and Common Pleas actually held withiu six montbs after
the commission of such offence, and if not then, such indictment or suit
may be prosecuted at the next Court of King’s Bench and Common
Pleas which shall be held after the expiration of six months from the
commission of such offence, and not after, and every indictment or pro-
secution, otber than such as shall be instituted by private prosecutors,
for any offence or offences under this Act, shall be prosecuted within
one ycar after the commission of such offence or offences, and not after.

21.—And be it further enacted, that the third, ifth, wwelfth, and fif-
teenth clauses of an Act of this island, intituled “ An Act for attainting
several negroes therein mentioned, and for the more effeciual preventing
negroes from running away from their master’s service, and for explain-
ing and rendering more effectual an Act intituled an Act for the better
government of negroes aud other slaves,” shall from and afier the pass-
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ing of this Act, stand and be absolutely and entirely vepealed ; and also.

that such part of the tenth scction of the said Act, as relates to the prose-
cution of any slave who shall have absented himself from his master’s
service above the space of six months, be repealed from and after the
passing of this Act.
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99.—Aud be'it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,. that no fee
or gratuity shall be demanded or received by any magistrate, constable,
or other persons for any duty to be performed under this Act.

Passed the Assembly, this 20th day of December 1827,
(Signed) JOHN HAZELL, junior, Clerk of the Assembly,
(Signed) W. K. WATTLEY, Speaker,
Passed the Council, this 3d day of January 1828,
(Signed) THOMAS HARPER, Clerk of Council,

Dated at St. Christopher, the 7th day of January 1828, and in the 8th
year of His Majesty’s reign.

(Signed) STEDMAN RAWLINS. @

A true Copy,
(Signed) THOMAS HARPER, Colonial Secretary,




