An ACT to explain and amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act for making Slaves
~ “ real Estate, and the better government of Slaves and free Negroes.”

L [19th June 1813.]

. WHEREAS byan Act, intituled, “ An Act for making Slavés real Estate, and
¢ the better government of Slaves.and free Negroes,” it is enacted, That if any slave
shall steal goods or chattels to the value of six pounds current money, he shall be
guilty of felony, but does not add, without the benefit of clergy: And whereas it
is expedient and proper that the law upon this subject should be clearly defined,
and that other regulations should be made concerning.slaves than are contained in
the said recited Act; We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful, loyal, and obedient
servants, Charles Drisbane, Knight, captain general and governor in chief in and
over Youy Majesty’s Islands of Saint Viacent, Bequia, and such other the Islangds
comnmonly called The Grenadines, as lie to the northward of Carriacou in America,

and the council and assembly of the same, have enacted and ordained ; ‘and be
gl,;?.'ssal‘fe felo- 1t and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if any
niously taking slave shall feloniously and forcibly take from the person of another, whether slave
goods or money to or free, goods or money to the value of twenty shillings current money, by violence,

i“"i’l“i’::',‘;ef:’;;;“;:‘fy or putting him_or her in fear, he or she shall be guilty of felony, without the benefit
Zn‘hcr ]g):er'son. ) d ?f,CIerg * ) ' *. )
Clause IL, _ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave sh'all by
Or stealing ina pight break and enter into any mansion-house, shop, store, works, negro-house,
3:3?;:?1:200:}%61. guilty 9F other out-house, and take and carry therefrom goods or money to the value of
of felony withour . $1X pounds current money, he or she shall be guilty of felony without the benefit

benelit of clergy. of Qle"gy .

Preamble,

4

g;a“se IIL. oo ¢ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave shall wan-
Qn‘;.‘ oo ‘::;;h; tonly or maliciously set fire, or causc or procure any other slave. to set fire to any
of felony. cane-picce, dwelling-bouse, works, magoss-house, out-house, or any other building

whatever, he or she shall be guilty of felony without the benefit of clergy.

Clavse IV, | . And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave or.slaves,
:,.'i::f :f“zglt:m:: charged with any or eitber of the said offences, or any other offence whatever, which
puilty of crimes Ay render him or her ha_ble to the punishment of dea‘th, sl}all be tried in all respects
which affect their  in the same manner as free persons at the court of sessions; and upon such trial
lives, in the court  the court arc hereby required to appointa barrister to act as counsel for the prisoner,
of session, . and the jury shall, if they find the prisoner guilty, ascertain the value of him or her,
f:n(::,r:cfo P and the owner of such slave shall be paid the same, as heretofore: provided by the
cases of’conviction, above recited Act.

owner (o be paid the value of such slave.

Clause V. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeszid, That the fees upon such

Fees upon prosect- 1pogecution shall be the same as are payable on the prosecution of free persons, and

tion of slaves inthe X . . Yy .

court of sessions,  that the court may order the same to be paid by the prosecutor, if the prosccution be

how paid. frivolous or vexatious ; or by the owner or owners of the sluve, if he she or they shall
have endeavoured o obstruct or prevent the course of justice against such stave; or if
no such cause or causes exist, the court may order the same to be paid by the public
treasurer, ) ,

?;:(l-sjl(‘ni thelts, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That for all or any larcenous

and other offences  thefts or robberics, not herciubefore mentioned, committed by any slave, he or she
notaflecting the — shall be tried before any two of His Majesty's justices, and upon conviction shall
{,‘ﬁ\:’feg :},:,V ;”:’"fo suffer such punishment as they decrn proper, by whipping, imprisonment or pillory ;
niched mf(.(,,(n,,g‘ y provided suchwhipping shall not exceed one lnmdied lashes,not more than fifty whereof
by two justices. 10, be inflicted at one time ; such imprisonment not to exceed the term of one yem',l

ang
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and, such .lsfariding iu the pillbfy not to exceed twice for the. same offence; or for the VSI%T
space of two hoursat each time. T : o7y

Wehereas doubts have arisen whether, as the law now stands, manumissions Clause VIL. "~
executed in this Island, ‘where ‘both parties reside, and the same have been recorded Explaining doubts
iti Tobago, Nevis, Antigua, and other Islands, are valid and effectual ; and asrnany ’,’f,fg;ﬁgf;",%g‘{;‘;f;‘ed
persons are now reputed free by virtue of such manumissions, it is reasonable that in other colonies.

the Jaw respecting thein be declared and understood ; BE it therefore further enacted

by the authority aforesaid, That all manumissions executed in this Government before

the operation of this Act, and recorded in any of the said Islands, although both

patties reside within this government, shall.be valid to every intent and’ purpose

whatever. :

" "And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in order to remove any Clause VIIT.

doubt which may arise as to the legality or propriety of punishing the owner or Providing for the

director of any slave, for any cruel conduct towards such slave, it is hereby cx- Punishmentof pro-

pressly declared and enacted, That if any person shall cruelly or wantondy whip, fﬁgi";&’;’;ﬂ“‘“”’g

inaltréat, beat or'imprison-or keepin confinement, without sufficient support, .any |

stave under his or her direction or carg, such person shall be indicted for the same

at-the court of sessions, and upon being legally convicted thereof, shall suffer such

punishment; by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the judges or justices of the said

court shall think proper to inflict ; and the said judges or justices are hereby autho-

rized, if they shall deem it necessary for the further protection of the said slave, 10 Authorizing the

order the marshal or his deputy to sell and dispose of such slave to any person, court to dizgpose of

except the owner, at public outery, and at the best price that can be produced for such slaves, if they

such slave; and the monies arising from such sale, after payment of the fees, shall “‘;‘“‘

be paid to the person having the first lien thereon; and in case of no such prior lien, Hroo order the . .
'S . Ay 2 Proceeds to be paid

then to the owners of the said slave; and that such slave shall not directly or indirectly to the owner, or

become the property of the former owner. , otherwise.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall beat Clause IX,
or maltreat any slave not belonging to herself or himself, such offender shall not only .Pers‘;,"s maltreat-
be indicted and punished for the same in like manner as mentioned in the preceding :,nr%;ef;ex:;}ﬁi: :
clausg, but any punishment inflicted by the court of sessions for such offence shall by this Act;
not be considered as a bar to any action or suit at law which may be commenced by and liable, more-
the owner of such slave, or be considered in mitigation of any damages which may ¢Ve" to prosecu-

. L . .. tion at civi .
otherwise be given or recovered for such trespass or injury. ¢ elivil law

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any justice of the Clause X,
peaceshall receive any complaint or intelligence which he in his own discretion shall think Re‘l}‘ll"“gj ustices
probable,thiat any slave hath beenmutilated,cruelly punished, or otherwise maltreated or 12 nfpf‘l’;‘f":;zféi"e
confined without sufficient support, itshall belawful for such justice of the peace tocall specting cruelty
to his assistance some other justice, and then such two justices shall be and are hereby exercised upon'uny
authorized to order any constable to bring such slave before them ; or if the case slaves.
shail require it, they are hereby authorized to go to such place where such slavé shall
be, and direct such slave to be produced and shown to them, that such enquiry and
other, proceedings may, be made and had as shall be necessary ‘for the further
prosecution of the offence; and that if sucly justices shall think it proper or necessary, , 4 t6 vrovi

. : provide a
they shall be and ‘they are hereby authorized to send such slave to some public ,j.ee of security
place of security, or to thé caue, if any, provided in the Island, to be there kept and for them, when'in
.detained, and supported at the expense of the owner and director of such slave, until particular cases
further enquiry shall be made into the fact according to law ; provided further, that ﬁ;‘é{ S;}:f“ think it
all and every clause, matter and thing herein contained,be and are hereby suspended, prm,;(jcdy, " that
until His Majesty's royal pleasurc-be known. ~ every thing in this
Act contained do first receive the approbation of His Mujesty.
Dated at Kingstown, thisnincteenth day of January, and in the fifty-third year of the
reign of our Sovercign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of the United
Kingdon of Great Britain and Ireland, King,Defender of the T'aith and so forth;
and in the year of our Lord God one thousand eight hundred and thirteen.
’ oo ' Edward Sharpe, Speaker.

"Passed the Assembly, theninetcenth day of January one thousand eight hundred

-

and thirtcen. Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Assembly. .
Passed the:Council, the-testh diay of February one thousand eight hundred and
thirteen, Danicl, P. Bernard, Dep, Clerk of the Council.
220, YA Assented
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SAINT U Assedtod to by K Exedhenty Wie Governor i Councik, this thivd day of Te-
VINCENT. - bruary one thousand eight hundred and fourteen.

Daniel P. Bernard, Public:Secretary.
Charles Brisbane.

Duly published it Kingafown, this fourth day of Febvuary, in the year of our Lord
one thousind cight hundred and fouieen, and in the fifty-fourth year of His
Majesty’s reigo J. G- Nanton, o

Acting Provost Marshal Gen,




