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His Majesty’s reign. ; . . 

IViUiam Alexander, Provost Marshal General. 

Prcanible. 

Chuise I. 
Aliy slave felo- 
niotisly taking 
goods or money to 
the value ot"twenty 
siiilliiigs Irom.auy" 
Ollier person. 

Clause II. 
Or stealing in a 
I'.ouse to the 
amount of 61. guilty 
of felony without 
henefit of clergy. 

All ACT to e.xplain and amend an Act, intituled, An Act for making Slaves 
• “ real Estate, and the better government of Slaves and free Negroes.” 
  [19th June 1815.] 

WHEREAS by an Act, intituled, “ An Act for making Slaves real Estate, and 
“ the better government of Slaves, and free Negroes,” it is enacted. That if any slave 
shall steal goods or chattels to the value of six pounds current money, he shall be 
guilty of felony, but does not add, without the benefit of clergy : And whereas it 
is ej^pedient and proper that the law upon this subject should be clearly defined, 
and that other regulations shoulci.bc made concerning.slaves than are contained in 
the said recited Act; We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful, loyal, and obedient 
servants, Charles Brisbane, Knight, captain general and governor in chief in and 
o:veii.youv Majesty’s Islands of Saint Vincent, Bequia, and such other the Islands 
commonly called The Grenadines, as lie to the northward of Carriacou in America, 
and the. council and assembly of the same, have enacted and ordained; and be 
it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if any 
slave.shall feloniously and forcibly take from the person of another, whether slave 
or free, goods or money to the value of twenty shillings current money, by violence, 
or putting him. or her in fear, he or she shall be guilty of felony', without the benefit 
of clergy. ‘ ■ .... - . . 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any slave shall by 
night break and enter into any mansion-house, shop, store, works, negro-house, 
pr other out-house, and take and carry therefrom goods or money to the value of 
six pounds current money, he or she shall be guilty of felony without the benefit 
gf clergy. . 

Clause III. 
Sidve setting fire to 
any rlwelling guilty 
of felony. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave shall wan- 
tonly or maliciously set fire, or cause or procure any other slave, to set fire to any 
cane-piece, dwelling-house, works, magoss-house, out-house, or any other building 
whatever, he or she shall be guilty of felony without the benefit of clergy. 

Clause IV. 
I'rovidir.g for the 
trial of all slaves 
guilty of crimes 
which alTect iheir 
lives, in the court 
of session. 
Court to appoint 
counsel; and in 
cases of conviction, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave or-slaves, 
charged with any or either of the said offences, or any other offence whatever, v‘hich 
may render him or her liable to the punishment of death, shall be tried in all respects 
in the same manner as free persons at the court of sessions; and upon such trial 
the court arc hereby required to appoint a barrister to act as counsel for the prisoner, 
and the jury shall, if they find the prisoner guilty, ascertain the value of him or her, 
and the owner of such slave shall be paid the same, as heretofore-provided by the 
above recited Act. 

owner to be paid the value of such slave. 

Clause V. 
l-’cc-j u|)on prosecu- 
tion of slaves iiiihe 
court of sessions, 
how paid. 

Clause 
Larcenous thefts, 
and other olVeiiccs 
notaflecUiig the 
life of a slave, to 
be tried and pu- 
nched accoidiiigly 
by two justices. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Tliat the fees upon such 
prosecution shall be the same as are payable on the prosecution of free persons, and 
that the court may order the same to be paid by the prosecutor, if the prosecution be 
frivolous or vexatious; or by the owner or owners of the slave, if he she or they shall 
have endeavoured to obstruct or prevent the course of justice against such slave; or if 
no such cause or causes exist, the court may order the same to be paid by the public 
treasurer. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That for all or any larcenous 
thefts or robberies, not heroinhofore mentioned, committed by any slave, he or she 
shall be tried before any two of His Majesty’s justices, and upon com iction shall 
suffer such punishment as they deem proper, by whipping, imprisonment or pillory ; 
provided such whipping shall notexcccd one humifed lashes,not more than fifty whereof 
to. be inllictcd at one time ; such imprisonment not to exceed the term of one year, 
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SAINT 
VlNGfiSlT. 

V S—^ 
Claus* yir. ' 
Explaining doubt* 
respecting manu- 
mission registered 
in other colonies. 

Clause Vlir. 
Providing for the 
punishment of pro- 
prietorsmaltreating 
their slaves. 

Authorizing the 
court to dispose o 
such slaves, if tlu 
see fit; 
and to order the . 
proceeds to be pa 
to the owner, or 
otherwhe. 

such standing iti the pillot^ not to excee4 twice for the ofience; or for the 
space of two hours at each time. 

Whereas doubts have arisen whether, as the law now stands, manumissions 
executed in this Island, where both parties reside, and the same have been recorded 
in Tbbagoj Nevis, Antigua, and other Islands, are valid and effectual; and asnnany 
persons are now reputed "free by virtue of such manumissions, it is reasonable that 
the|a\y respecting them be declared and understood; BE it therefore further enacted 
by the authbl ity aforesaid, That all manumissions executed in this Government before 
the operation of this Act, and recorded in any of the said Islands, although both 
parties reside within this government, shall be valid to every intent and purpose 
M'hatever. 

And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid. That in order to remove any 
doubt which may arise as to the legality or propriety of punishing tlie owner or 
director of any slave, for any cruel conduct towards such slave, it is hereby ex- 
pressly declared and enacted. That if any person shall cruelly or wantordy whip, 
maltreat, beat or imprison "or keep in confinement, without sufficient support, any 
slave under his or her direction or care, such person shall be indicted for the same 
at the court of sessions, and upon being legally convicted thereof, shall suffer sucli 
punishment; by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the judges or justices of the said 
court shall think proper to inflict; imd the said judges or justices are hereby autho- 
rized, if .they shall deem it necessary for the further protection of the said slave, to 
order the marshal or his deputy to sell and dispose of such slave to any person, 
except the owner, at public outcry, and at the best price that can be produced for 
such slave; and the monies arising from such sale, after payment of the fees, shall 
be paid to the person having the first lien thereon j and in case of no such prior lien, 
then to the owners of the^aid slave; and that sucli slave shall not directly or indirectly 
become the property of the former owner. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall beat Clause IX. 
or maltreat any slave not belonging to herself or himself, such offender shall not only maltrcat- 

be indicted and punished for the same in like manner as mentioned in the preceding p"opM w, puni^Tl 
clause, but any punishment inflicted by the court of sessions for such oflence shall by this^Act; 

not be considered as a bar to any action or suit at law which may be commenced by and Jial>Ie, more- 

thc owner of such slave, or be considered in mitigation of any damages which may 
Otherwise be given or recovered for such trespass or injury. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any justice of the Clause X. ’ 
peace shall receive any complaint or intelligence which he in his own discretion shall think Requiring justices 

probable,that any slave hath been mutilated,cruelly punished, or otherwise maltreated or cornphmi'tsTe-'^* 
confined without sufficient support, itshall be lawfulfor such justice of the peace to -call spectiug cruelty 

to his assistance some other justice, and then such two justices shall be and are hereby exercised upon any 

authorized to order any constable to bring such slave before them; or if the case slaves, 

shall require it, they are hereby authorized to go to such place where such slavO shall 
be, and direct such slave to be produced and shown to tliem, that such enquiry and 
other, proceedings may be made and had as shall be’ necessary 'for the further 
prosecution of the offence; and that if such-justices shall think it proper or necessary, 
.they shall be and they are hereby authorized to send such slave to some public pj.,eg of security 

place of security, or to the cage, if any, provided in the Island, to be there kept and for them, when in 

, detained, and supported at the expense of the owner and director of such slave, until pai ticuhir cases 

further enquiry shall be made into the fact according to law; provided further, that 
all and every clause, matter and thing herein contained, be and are hereby suspended, provided,*that 

until His Majesty's royal pleasure-be known. every thing in this 
Act contained do first receive the approbation of tlis Majesty. 

Dated at Kingsto\vn, this nineteenth day of January, and in the fifty-third year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King,I)efender of the Faith and so forth; 
and in the year of our Lord God one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

‘ ■ ■ E(hcard Sharp, Speaker. 

'Passed the Assembly, the nineteenth day of January one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen. Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Assembly. ■ 

/Passed the-Council., the; teiYth day qf February one thousand eight hundred and 
tliirteen, ' Daniel. P. Bernard, Dep. Clerk of the Council. 

Z z Assented 
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VINCEjft. 
  

Clause I. 

Clause II. 

1^3 List's'. M't-AfrjJ©-TO 

Asseittedta Ky CPoV^br iW'Ctfutid^ dfty'of Fe- 
f bvuary one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Daniel P. Bernard, Vuhlic SecnetBXft 
Charles Brisbane. 

Duly p'libfished in KingKtO\\ifif, thisf fourth duy olFet^uaVy, in the year of our Lont 
one thousand eigh^ hUififdfed find fourteen, and in the fifty-fourth year oS His= 
lSfujest3^’s reign. J. G' Nanicmy 

Acting PiUvost Marshal Gen. 

An A 0 T td repeal the fourtlv Clause of an Act, intituled, “ An Act to explain 
and amend an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for making Slaves real Estate^ ani the 
better government of Slaves and free Negroes/ and to amend and re-enact 
thesame..”—[20th March iSi5.] 

W H E11 E A S the fourth clause of the Act, intituled, “ An Act to ekplaifi find 
amend an Act, intitufed * An Act for inaking Slaves real Estate, and the bett^ 
government of Slaves and free Hegfoes,” is iinpei’feet as to the evidence to be giVdn 
by any stave or slav'es on oath; For remedy whereof, We, Your Majesty s most 
dutiful and loyal subjects. Sir Charles Brisbane, knight, commander of the moSt 
honourable order of the Bath, captain general and govenior in.chief in and over the 
Island of St. Vincent and its dependencies, and the council and fisseinbly of theSamo, 
have enacted; and be it. and it is hereby en&cted by the authority aforesaid, That tho 
said fourth clause be and it is hereby repealed, and instead thereof be it enacted, Thfit 
as any slave or slaves charged with any of the offences naumd or mentioned in the. 
before recited Act, or any other offence- whatever, Which may render him of her 
liable to the punishment of death, shall be tried in ad respects in the iame mailtier'fifi 
ffed persons at tlie court of sessions (save and except timt tlje evidence of any slave 
or slaves on oath shall, in such case, be taken for and against slaves, but in no other 
case whatever be admissible); and upon sucli trial the court are hereby required to 
appoint a bai’ristcr to act as counsel for the prisoner, and the .jury, if they find the 
prisoner guilty, ascertain the value of him or her, and the owner of such slave' shall 
be paid the smne as heretofore provided by the above recited Act. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Tliat if any slave or slaves 
shall be convicted of perjury, he she or they shall be liable to suffer any or nil • the 
punishment inflicted on free persons in such cases. 

Dated in Kingston, the twentieth day of March, in tlie fifty-fifth year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord George, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith; and in the-year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Alexander Cridkshank, Speaker. 

Passed the Assembly, this ttventieth day of March. 
Hubert P. Cox, Clerk of the Assembly. 

Passed the Council, this twentieth day of March one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen. Andrexo Rose, Clerk of the Council, 

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor in Chief, this twenty-third day of 
March one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Andrem Rose, Public Secretary. 

Charles Brisbane. 

Duly published in Kingston, this twenty-fifih day of March one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen. Y. Nanton, Provost Marshal General. 

St. Vincent, 5i2d April 1815. 
A true Copy. 

Atidfetv RosCj Secretary and Register*. 
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