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i-cription of any' 
slaves he may have 
Oil board. 

Clause II. 

Under penalty of 
33'- 

plaint, or information, in any court of record within this Island ; one moiety or half , 
part of all such forfeitures shall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and* 
successors, for and towards the public uses of this Island, and the contingent 
charges thereof, and the other moiety or half part to the informer, or him or them 
'that shall sue for the same. 

And it is liereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all actions or 
prosecutions for the recovery of fines, forfeitures, or penalties incurred by virtue of 
this Act, be brought within twelve months after the cause of action or prosecution 
shall arise. 

And it is hereby further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That in 
every action, suit, indictment, information, or prosecution, wherein any person shall' 
be sued or prosecuted for doing any thing by virtue of this Act, the person or persons 
so sued or prosecuted may plead the general issue, and give this Act in evidence in' 
any court within this Island; and if there be a verdict for such party prosecuted, the 
prosecutor shall pay treble costs; and this Act shall be deemed a public Act; and 
all Judges, justices, and Juries, are hereby required to take notice thereof accord- 
ingly- " 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That an Act of this Island, 
made and passed in the eighth year of llis Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for 
the good order and government of Slaves, and for keeping them under proper re- 
straint, for establishing the method of Trial in capital Cases, and other Regulations for 
the greater security of that part of the Inhabitants Property,” be and it is hereby 
repealed. 

And be it enacted by tlic authority aforesaid, That this Act, or any thing herein 
contained, shall not be in force or effect until His Jilajesty shall have signified his 
pleasure concerning the same. 

An ACT for establishing Regulations respecting Slaves arriving in this 
Island, or resident thei-ein, except such as are imported direct from the. 
Coast of Africa. [Passed 31st May 1794; revived I2th October 1799.] 

WHEREAS for several years past a spirit of anarchy and insubordination, 
and a desire to subvert all order and good government, have existed in the French 
colonies, and s[)read llieir baneful inliuence among the slaves, and given them ideas 
of oqualily and liberty totally subversive of all good government: A^lid whereas it is 
expedient and necessary, for the safely and Iranquillity of this His Majesty’s Island 
of Tobago, that means should be adopted for preventing such destructive principles 
from being introduced among our .slaves, either from those Islands, or from such 
other parts where the same may have extended, and to correct and remedy the 
same, if already introduced here; BE it therefore enacted by Ills lUaJest^As most 
loyal subjects, the governor in chief, the council, and general assembly'of this His 
Majesty’s Island of Tobago, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That after the publication of this Act, and during the continuance of the same, the 
master of every ship or vessel which may arrive in any port or place in this Island 
shall, immediately on his arrival, declare in writing to the collector or comptroller, 
or other cliief officers of the customs for this Islatul, whether there arc to the best 
of his knowledge any slave or slaves on board his said ve.ssel, and also specify the 
place ho or they came from, his iier or their destination, and such other circum- 
stances respecting them as may be within his knowledge. 

And be it further enacted and ortlained by the authority aforesaid, That the 
master or commander of every ship or vessel, so arriving as aforesaid, who shall 
neglect or refuse to make such declaration as aforesaid, shidl for every such offence 
forfeit and pay the sum of thirty-three pounds current money for each and every 
such slave who .siiall have been on board at the arrival of such ship or vessel as 
aforesaid, whom he shall have wilfully neglected or refused to declare as aforesaid, 
one moiety whereof shall be to the informer, and the other moiety for the public use 
or the Island ; the above penally to be recovered bcfoi'c any one or more Justice 
or Justices ot the peace acting in this Island, by the confession of the party, or on 
the oath or one or more credible witness or witnesses; and in case such master or 

commander 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 



7 
THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 189, 

commander as aforesaid shall neglect or refuse forthwith to pay such penalty as TOBAGO.. 
he shall be adjudged to pay in the manner aforesaid, that it shall- and may be law- ^ 
ful for the collector or comptroller, or other chief officer of the customs, to detain 
such ship or vessel as aforesaid, until the same be so paid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That no permit shall be clause nr. 
granted by the collector or comptroller, or other principal officer of His Majesty’s wkVouV” 
customs, to land any such' slaves as aforesaid, without permission in W'riting being miiiiou in wiiiilig 

first had and obtained from his excellency the governor or commander in chief for 
the time being, who, on report to him being made of such slave, or slaves being 
imported, is hereby authorized and required to order the master or commander, 
the officers or mariners of the ve.ssel importing such slave or slaves, and the slaves 
themselves, if necessary, to appear before him ,* as also all or every person to whom 
the said slave or slaves shall or may be consigned, or who may have any interest 
therein, and shall then require them to answer on oath all such questions as he may 
choose to put to them, respecting the slave or slaves so imported as aforesaid, in 
order to obtain a full and distinct knowledge of the principles and morals of the 
said slave or slaves, the reason w'hy they were imported, and every such matter or 
thing as may enable him, to judge whether they may be permitted to be landed for 
the purpose of being sold, without prejudice to the tranquillity or safety of the 
colony, or danger to the morals or principles of the slav'cs residing in it; and after 
due examination so taken by his excellency tlie governor or commander in chief as 
aforesaid,, he shall certify under his hand and seal, to the jiia.stcr or commander, of ’ 
such ship or vessel importing such slave or slaves as aforesaid, whether the whoic, 
or any number of the said slave or slaves may be landed ; wliich certificate sliall 
contain a particular denomination of the names, sex and description of such slaves 
so to be landed ; and shall forthwith be lodged with the collector or comptroller of 
His Majesty's customs, and is and shall be to them’ a sufficient authority for granting 
permission to land the slave or slaves so enumerated and described in the said 
certificate. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any slave or slaves, 
, not direct from the coast of Africa, shall be landed in this Island, after the publi- 

cation of this Act, and during the continuance of the same, without a permission in 
writing, signed by the collector or comptroller, or other principal officer of His 
Majesty’s customs, conformable to the certificate of his excellency the governor or 
commander in chief for the time being,, lodged with them, any such slave or slaves- 
so landed are hercbv declared to be forfeited. 

And be it hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it is lawful for any 
free pcison to give information against such slave or slaves so landed as aforesaid, 
to any justice of the peace; and the justice of the peace to whom such 'information 
is given, is hereby authorized and required to issue his warrant to a constable, to 
bring the said slave or slaves before him ; and if on examination he finds the infor- 
mation to be true, he is then to commit him or them to the custody of the provost 
marshal, who is hereby authorized and required to sell t!ie said slave or slaves by 
public outcry, in the town of Scarborough, v^ithin ten days, subject to a bond with 
two good and sufficient seciwilies, to oblige the purchaser or purchasers to return the 
aid slave to the place from which he last came, under the penalty of fifty pounds 
current money; and any person or persons who shall give information to any of Ilis 
^lajcsty’s justices of tiic peace, of any such slave or slaves so landed without per- 
mission as aforesaid, and uhich shall, in consequence of such information, be com- 
mitted to the custody of the provost marshal for the purposes above mentioned, he 
slic or they are hereby entitled to and shall receive the sum of twenty-five pounds 
for every such slave or slaves, to be paid by the treasurer of this Island, on receipt 
of a warrant under the hand and seal of the governor or commander in chief for the' 
time being, and which warrant the said governor or commander in chief is hereby 
authorized and required to issue, on receiving a certificate of such information and 
commitment from the justice or justices 01 the peace to whom the information ^\as 
given. 

And be it hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That in case any slave 
or slaves, now in this Island, w'hether imported directfrom the coast of Africa, or from 
any other place, shall by \vords, actions, or otherwise howsoever, endeavour to excite 
sedition, promote conspiracies, or spread a spirit of revolt, mutiny, or disobedience, cither 
agaiiiht U:clr respective owners, or the government, magistrates, or while inhabitants 
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Claufe Vir. 
Slaves conviftcd on 
information of their 
mailers to be ap- 
praifed. 

and the value paid to 
their mailers. 

Claufe virr. 
This Aft to con« 
tinuc in force three 
years. 

Tgo, COLOtflAL HELAtlSrcr't& 

of this Isknd, it Shhtl and Way te kttful to hold the shrhe conrt fot trials as protFd'edl' 
by the Skve Act; andinedSfe' sertsh stated ot skves sbtiU be conyfeted thereof, tliian^ 
in addition to su'eh panish'rfieht as” may be provided by the kw^'for such crimes (if 
such punishment shall not extend tO death,) the me'W^rs of the sard Gourtshidl order- 
such slaVe or slaves to terhiiinih the custody of the prbvO^t marshal Or bis lawful de- 
puty, and shall certify theit proceedings to the governor or commacrier in chief forthfc. 
thne being, within five days of the time of their last sittingand it shaU -aad may-1^, 
lawful' to and for such governor or eommander in chief for the time being, to issue* 
his warrant to the provost mashal or his lawfiiL deputy, to sell such slave or slaves by * 
public outcry, in manner hereinbefore mentioned, but subject to a. bond from the: 
purchaser or puchasers, to transport such slave or slaves to the place from whence^ 
they last came, or to such place, or one of such places as the saidgovertiof orcom-* 
mander in chief for the time being shall, by warrant under his hand atid Seal (and-< 
which lie is hereby autliorized to issue'), direct and, appoint j and the said provost 
marshal shall within ten days after the receipt of such warrant, proceed to execute^ 
the same, and forthwith certify to the governor or commander in chief for the time. 
being, the manner of his executing the same; and the said provost marshal or his., 
deputy shall be entitled to retain out of the purchase money of any slave or slaves 
sold by virtue of this Act, at the rate of five pounds for every hundred pounds of the, 
produce of such sale, and pay the remainder into, the hands of the treasurer, for the 
public uses of this Island. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any slave 
or slaves shall be convicted and sold in the manner mentioned in the last efeuse,’ 
upon the information of the master or owner of such slave or slaves, or of his dr 
their attorney, manager, overseer, boOk-kceper or Other white pemon acting in their 
behalf, or being in their actual service, and the Same be certified by the Court to 
the governor and by him to the provost marshal, that theiv previbusly'tO any sale of 
such slave or slaves, the same shall be valued by two indifferent persons tO be 
appointed by the said provost marshal, who in case of disagreement are hereby- 
authorized to call in a third and be guided by his decision ; and the said valuation 
shall be certified by the provost marshal to the governor or commander in. Chief 
for the time being, in his certificate of the sale of such slave or slaves, and: the 
governor or commander in chief for the time being shall issue a warrant under his 
hand and seal to the public treasurer, for the payment of the whole amount of 
such valuation to such master or mistress or owner, in addition to the rew’ard herein- 
before made payable as he she or they-shall be Untitled thereto; but in case the; 
information on which such slave or slaves shall be convicted as aforesaid, shall be 
given by any person or persons other than the master, mistress or owner of such 
slave or slaves, or his her or their attorney, manager, overseer, book-keeper, or some 
person acting in his her or their behalf, or in his her or their actual service, then 
tile governor or commander in chief for the time being shall issue his warrant to 
the public treasurer, for the payment of no other or further sums than the actual 
money received by the sale of such slave or sl-aves, after deducting thereout the sum 
he -einbofore directed to be paid to the provost marshal for his trouble, and also- 
deducting the reward payable to the person giving such information as aforesaid, 
and all other expenses attending such sale; which sum shall be accepted and taken 
by such master, mistress or owner, in full compensation for the value of the slave 
or slaves to be sold in manner hereinbefore directed; and in case no person shall 
ofi'er himself a bidder for the slave or slaves by this Act directed to be exposed to- 
sale, then the provost marshal shall keep such slave or slaves in confinement, and 
certify the same to the governor or commander in chief for the time being, who shall, 
by and with the advice of His Majesty's council of this Island, take such steps and 
give such directions therein as shall appear most beneficial to this colony, and be 
agreeable to justice, equity and humanity. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall continue 
and be in force for three years from the publication thereof, and until the next 
meeting of tiic legislature after the c.xpiration of the said three years. 

An 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


