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An ACT for establishing Regulations respecting Slaves arriving in this
Island, or resident therein, except such as are imported direct from the
Coast of Africa. [Passed gist May 1794 ; revived 12th October 1799.]

WHERIZEAS for several years past a spirit of anarchy and insubordination,
and a desire to subvert all order and good government, have existed in the French
colonies, and spread their baneful influence among the slaves, and given them ideas
of equality and liberty totally subversive of all good government : And whereas it is
expedient and necessary, for the safety and tranquillity of this Ilis Majesty’s Island
of Tobago, that means should be adopted for preventing such destructive principles
from being introduced among our slaves, either from those Islands, or from such
other purls where the same may have extended, and to correct and remedy the
same, If already introduced here; BE it therefore enacted by ilis Majesty’s most
loyal subjects, the governor in chief, the council, and general assembly of this His
Majesty’s Island of Tobago, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That atter the publication of this Act, and during the continuance of the same, the
master of cvery ship or vessel which may arrive in any port or place in this Island
shall, immediately on his arrival, declare in writing to the collector or comptroller,
or other chief officers of the customs for this Island, whether there are to the best
of his knowledge any slave or slaves on board his said vessel, and also specify the
place he or they came from, his her ov their destination, and such other circum-
stances respecting them as may be within his knowledge.

And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the
master or commander of every ship or vessel, so arriving as aforesaid, who shall
neglect or refuse to 'nake such declaration as aforesaid, shail for every such offence
forfeit and pay the sum of thirty-three pounds current meney for each and every
such slave who snall have been on board at the arrival of such ship or vessel as
aforesaid, whom he shall have wilfully neglected or refused to declare as aforesaid,
one moiety whercof shall be to the informer, and the other woiety tor the public use
of the Island ; the above penalty to be recovered before any cne or more justice
or justices of the peace acting in this Island, by the confession of the party, or on
the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses; and in case such master or
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commander as aforesaid shall neglect or refuse forthwith to pay such ponalty as .= TOBAGO.
he shall be adjudged to pay in the manner aforesaid, that it shall- and may be law-
ful for the collector or comptroller, ur other chief officer of the customs, to detain
such ship or vessel as aforesaid, until the same be so paid.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no permit shall be Clause i1,
granted by the collector or comptroller, or other principal officer of His Majesty’s f:f]ﬂij“‘f,f:l;‘o‘:&t")::f
customs, to land any suely slaves as aforesaid, without permission in writing being mifion in writing
first had and obtained frown his excellency the governor or commander in chief for from the goveror

. . . . « _or conunander m
the time being, who, on report to him being made of such slave or slaves being cyet,
imported, is hereby authorized and required to order the master or commander,
the officers ov mariners of the vessel importing such slave or slaves, and the slaves
themselves, if necessary, to appear before him ; as also all or every person to whom
the said slave or slaves shall or may be consigned, or who may have any interest
therein, and shall shen require them to answer on oath all such questions as he may
choose to put to them, respecting the slave or slaves so imported as aforesaid, in
order to obtain a full and distinct knowledge of the principles and morals of the
snid slave or slaves, the reason why they were hnported, and every such matter or
thing as may enable him to judge whether they may be permitted to be landed for
the purpose of being sald, without prejudice to the tranquillity or safety of the
colony, or danger to the morals or principles of the slaves residing in it; and after
due examination so taken by his excellency the governor or commander in chicf as
aforesaid, he shall certify under his hand and scal, to the master or commander of -
such ship or vessel importing such slave or slaves as aforcsaid, whether the whow,
or any number of the said slave or slaves may be landed ; which certificate shall
contain a particular denomination of the names, sex and description of such slaves
so to be landed ; and shall forthwith be lodged with-the collcctor or comptroller of
His Majesty's customs, and is and shall be to them' a sufficientauthority for granting
permission to land the slave or slaves so enumncrated and described in the said

certificate.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave or slaves, Chwuse1v.
not direct from the coast of Africa, shall be landed in this Island, after the publi- 2{‘1‘t"°;‘;r{:‘,‘i‘ﬁ':f)‘x“ ‘l‘;{‘;
cation of this Act, and during the continuance of the same, without a permission in foridted.
writing, signed by the collector or comptroller, or other principal officer of Ilis
Majesty’s customs, conformable to the certificate of his excellency the governor or
commander in chief for the time being, lodged with them, any such slave or slaves.

so landed are hercby declared to be forfeited.

And Dbe it hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it is lawful for any Cluk v, .
fiee peison to give information against such slave or slaves so landed as aforesaid, Stves tunded with-
to any justice of the peace; and the justice of the peace to whom such ‘information o b takten ap amd
is given, is hereby authorized and required to issuc his warrant to a constable, to foid by the provoit
bring the said slave or slaves before him ; and if on examination he finds the infor- ™
mation to be true, he is then to commit him or them to the custody of the provost
marshal, who is hereby authorized and required to sell the suid slave or slaves by
public outery, in the town of Scarborough, within ten days, subject to a bond with
two good and sufficient securities, to oblige the purchaser or purchasers to return the
aid slave to the place from which he last came, under the penalty of fifty pounds
current money ; and any person or persons who shall give information to any of His
Majesty's justices of the peace, of any such slave or slaves so landed without per-
mission as aforesaid, and which shall, in consequence of such information, e com-
mitted to the custody of the provost mavshal for the purposes above mentioned, he
she or they are hereby entitled to and shall receive the sum of twenty-five pounds
for every such slave or slaves, to be paid by the trcasurer of this Island, on receipt
of a warrant under the hand and seal of the governor or commander in chief for ther
time being, and which warrant the said governor or commander in chicf is hereby
authorized and required to issue, on receiving a certificate of such information and
commitment from the justice or justices of the peace to whom the information was
given.

And be it hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any slave Clwfe VI.

or slaves, now in this Island, whether imported directfrom the coast of Africa, or from f}::ﬁ; ;flsl’;‘fl’}{‘;‘“’,‘;’w

any other place, shall by words, actions, or otherwise howsoever, endeavour to cxCite any fpirit for pro-

sedition, promote conspiracies, or spread a spiritofrevolt, mutiny, ordisobedience, cither 1::-(1);2‘;%1::(11‘\23}1:0 be

against their regpeetive owners, or the government, magistrates, or white inhabitantg Dot ang difpofiud of.
©
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TOBAGO.  of this Island, it shall and tiay belawful to hold the sarne court for trials as provided”
“——— by thie Slave Act; and in casé sueli slavé or slaves shell be convicted  thiereof, then, :
in dddition to suthi punishment as may be provided by the Taws” for such erimes (if
such punishment shall not ext¢nd fo death,) the mebers of the said court.shall order
such slave or slaves to terfiiinin the custody of the provost marsha} or kis lawful de-
puty, and shall certify theit proceedings totlie governor or commanider in chief for the.
time being, within five days of the time f their last sitting ; and it shall-and may-be,
lawful to and fot such governor, or eommander in chief for the time ‘being, to- issue
his warrant to the provost mashal or his lawful deputy, to sell.such slave or slaves by -
public outery, in mamner hereinbefore mentioned, but subject to a bond from the:
purchaser of puchascrs, to transport such slave or slaves to the place from whence-
they last camie, or to such place, or one of such places as the said governof' or com-+
mander in chief for the time being shall, by watrant under his hand and seal (and-
which be is hereby authorized to issue), direct and . appoint; and the said -provost
marshal shall within ten days after the receipt of such warrant, pioceed to execute
the same, and forthwith ‘certify to the governor or commander in chief for the time.
being, the imanner of his executing the same ; and the said provost marshal or his.
deputy shall be entitled to retain out of the purchase money of any slave or slaves
sold by virtue of this Act, at the rate of five pounds for every hundred pounds of the.
produce of such sale, and piy the remainder into the hands of the treasurer, for the
public uses of this Island. c

e Y widtedon  AAnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any slave
information of their OF slaves shall be convicted and sold in the matiner mentionetl in the last clause,
maftersto beap-  ypon the information of the master or owner of such slave or slaves, or of his or
prailed, their attorney, manager, overseer, bobk-keeper or other white person acting in theit
behalf, or being in their actual service, and the samie be certified by the Court to
the governor and by hiw to the provost marshal, that then, previbusly’to any sale of
such slave or slaves, the same shall be valued by two indifferént persons to be
appointed by the said provost iarshal, who in case of disagreement are hereby-
authorized to call in a third and be guided by lis decision ; and tlhie said vdluation
shall be certified by the provost marshal to the governor or commander in.chief:
for the time being, in his certificate of the sale of such slave or .slayes, and: the.
.1 governor or commander in chief for the time being shall issue a warrant under his
and the value paid to i’ N o
their matters. and and scal to the public treasurer, for the payment of the whole amount of
such valuation to such master or mistress or owner, In addition to the reward herein~
before made payable as he she or they- shall be entitled thereto; but in case the.
information on which such slave or slaves shall be convicted as aforesaid, shall be
given by any person or persons other than the master, mistress or owner of such
slave or slaves, or his her or their attorney, manager, overscer, book-keeper, or some
person acting in his her or their bebalf, or in his her or their actual service, then
the governor or commander in chief for the time being shall issue his wairant to
the public treasurer, for the payment of no other or further sums than the actual
money received by the sale of such slave or slaves, after deducting thereout the suny
he-einbefore divected to be paid to the nrovost marshal for his trouble, and also
deducting the reward payable to the person giving such information as aforesaid,
andall other expenses attending such sale ; which sum shall be accepted and taken
by such master, mistress or owner, in full compensation for the value of the slave
or slaves to be sold in manner hercinbefore directed; and in case no person shall
offer himself a bidder for the slave or slaves by this Act directed to be exposed to
sale, then the provost marshal shall keep such slave or slaves in confinement, and
certify the same to the governor or commander in chief for the time being, who shall,
by and with the advice of His Majesty’s council of this Island, take such steps and
give such directions therein as shall appear most beneficial to thie colony, and be
agrecable to justice, cquity and humanity.

%‘S‘s& Anlio con.  And De it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall continue

tinue in force three and be in force for three years from the publication thereof, and until the next
yeatss meeting of the legislature after the expiration of the said three years.
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