An At for the [peedy and cafy Profecmtion of Slavess
committing Capital Crimes.
Every Slave committing fuch Ofence, as by Law

gught to be fatisfied by the Death of the Offender, or Lofé
g ' ' S of



the LAws of VIRGINIA.

of Member, fhall be forthwith committed to the comimon
Goal of the County, wherein fuch Offence fhall be conz-
mirted. :

Tue Sheriff thereupon is to cerrify fuch Commitment
with the Caufe thercot to the Governour, who is there-
upon defired and impowered to iffue.out a Commiffion of
Oyer and Terminer, dire€ted to fuch Perfons of the Count
ty as he fhall think fit, which Perfons are forthwith to
caufe the Offender to be putlickly indi¢ted and arraigned at
the Court-houfe of the faid County, and to take for Evi-
dence the Confeffion of the Party, or the Oath of two
credible Witnefles, or of ore with pregnant Circumftances,
without the Solemnity of a Jury, and (the Oflender being
then found guilty) to pafs fuch Judgment as the Law prg-
vides in like Ciimes, and thereon to award Exccution.

Provided, Tue ©Owner of the Slave may defend and
argue as to Matters of Fact, but not to the Formality of
the Indiftment, or other Proccedings of the Court.

THE Juftices that fit in the Trial, {Fall value in Money
every Slave condemned by this A¢, and cer'ify the Valua-
tion to- the next Aﬁ%mb{ , the better to enable then. to
make a fuitable Allowance thereupon to the Owner.
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