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the 1AwsS of VIRGINIA,

Ir any Minifter fhall refufe marrying for the Fees hete-
in, or fhall exa& greater Fees, he fhall forfeit 4000 . of
Tobacco 1f by Licenie, and.§o0!, if by Banes.

Havr of all Fines herein not before appropriated to be
to the Queen, and Half to the Informer with Ccfts, by
Adtion ot Debt, Bill, ¢5c. -

MixisTER or Reader refufing to publifh and certify the
Panes for the Fees, or exacting grcater Fees for the fime,
Mhall forfeit 1000 /. of Tobacco to the Party orieved with
Cofts.

Prow;l/b,; Tue Minifter of the Parifh fhall iave the Bene-
fit of the Marriages and Funeral Sermons in his Parifh, if
he do not negle€t or refufe to do the Service thereof, al-
tho’ another Minifter be employed.

An ALF Concerning Servants and Slaves.

Arn Chriftian Servants of Chriftian Parentage nineteen
Years of Age, broucht into this Country without Inden-
ture, to ferve five Yedrs; but if under ninetcen, then until
they fhall be twenty four Years of Age.

Provifo, I+ {uch Servant be not carrted to the County-
Court to be adjudged of his Age within {ix Months atter
his Arrival, he fhall then ferve Euft the five Years, and tho
Age thus made by the Court, fhall be taken for the Age
of the Servant, and his Service be accordingly.

WhEN any Servant {old for the Cuftom (hall pretend to
have Indentures, the Owner {hall bring him betore a Ju-
ftice, and if the Servant cannot produce the Indenture, lyf
thal pretend to have one, the Juftice fhall affizn tvwo Moifths
for the producing thereot, and 1f the Servant fail then,
fhall be taken for granted there never was one, and fhall
barr the Claim of one afterwards.

ALL Per{ons brought into this Country by Sea or Land,
not being Chriftians m their native Country (Except Tarks
nd Moors In Amity with her Majefty, and all Negro’s and
others that can make due Proof of their being free in Eng-
lind, or any other Chriftian Country before they were
{hipt in order to their Tranfportation hither,) fhall be

 Slaves, notwithftanding a Converfion to Chriftianity after-
| wards,

Ir any Perfon fhall import, or fell as Slaves any Perfon

that fhall. have been a Freeman in any Chriftian Country,
| tland, or Plantation, {uch Importer or Scller fhall forfeit to
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Arn ABRIDGEMENT of
the Party from whom fuch a Freeman fhall recover ki;
Freedom, Jouble the Sum for which the faid Freemap
was fold, to be recover’d according to the Courfe of Com.
mon Law, and no A& or Statute of Limitation to bar
the A&ion. |

Provifo, A Stave’s being in England {hall dot be {uffici-
ent to difcharge him of Slavery, without Proof of being
manunitted there.

Owners of Servants fhall provide them, by the Difcre.
tion of the County-Court, fhall not give intrioderate Cor-
refion, nor whip a Chriftian white Servant naked with.
out Order from a Juftice; and if any fhall {0 whipa white
Servant without fuch Order, he fhall forfeit to the Party
injured forty Shillings Sterling with Cofts, without the
formal Procefs of an Adtion, as is provided for Servant’s
Complaints.

Provifo; ComprLaInTs be made within fix Months.

Arr Sorts of Servants but Slaves, fhall have their Com-
plaints before a Juftice, who if he find Caufe fhall bind
the Mafter over to Court, and it fhallbe there determined;
and all Complaints of Servants may be received at any
Time by Petition in the Court of the County wherein they
refide without A&ion, and that Court having furmhmoned
the Mafter, fhall adjudge concerning Diet, Lodging, Cloath-
ing and Correétion; and if any Mafter fhall not comply
with their Order, they are impowered upon a fecond Com-
plaint to caufe {fuch Servant to be {fold by Out-cry by the
Sheriff, and after Charges deduéted, return the Remainder
of the Produce to the Owner.

Provifs, Ir fuch Servant by reafon of Sicknefs, Lame-
nefs, or otherwife, cannot be {old for enough to pay the
Charges, the Court fhall order the Church Wardens of the
Parith to provide for the Servant until the Time of Irec-
dom, or until fuch a Recovery of Health, as to be fold
for the Charges, and' fhall levv the Charges thereof by Di-

- ftrefs, upon the Goods ef the Mafter or Owner.

ArL Servants by Importation, Indenture, or Hire, a5
well Feme covert, as aothers, fhall have their Petition in
Court in the fame Manner for their Wages or Freedom
without Action. |

No Negro, Alulasto, or Indian, altho’® Chriftian, nor
Moors, ‘Fews, Makonietans, or other Infidels, fhall Pur-
chafe a Chifian white Servant, nor any other, 'excc:pth qf
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the Laws of VIRGINTA,

iheir own Complexion for Slaves, and if any fhall be fo
burchafed, Ipfo Faclo, they become free.

Ir any Perfon having {fuch Chriftian white Servant {lall
intermarry with a Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, Few, Moor,
Matometan, or other Infidel; every {uch Scrvant fhall Ip/o
Faito, become free. |

No Mafter fhall make a Bargain witly his Servant, witl-
out the Approbation of the County-Court. 7

Ir any Ser¥ant fhdll bring in Goods or Monéy, cr ob-
tain any afterwards, they fhall retain the Property and {fole
Ufe thereof to themfelves:

Axp if any Servant fhall fall Sick or Lame, and fhall
thereby become ufélefs, the Owmners fhall not put away
fuch Servant, but fhall maintain him or her during the
whole Time of Service due by Indenture, Cuftom; or Or-
der of Court,

Axp if any Otwner fhall put away fuch Servant on pre-
tence of the fame, aid the Servant thereby become charge-
able to the Parifh, the faid Owner fhal] pdy ten Pounds
Current Money to the Church Wardens fg;,r ‘the Ulfe of
the Paiith, to be recovered by Acltion of Debt in any
Court,

Mare-Servants riot having yearly Wages, to have at
freedom ten Bufhels of Indsaz Corn, thirty Shillings m
Money, or the value in Goods, and a Musket or Fuzce of
twenty Shillings Value; and a Female-Servant fifteen Bu-
thels of Indian Corn, dnd forty Shillings in Money, or the
value thereof in Goods.

SERvANTSs fhall obey Commands, and if anry fhall refift
their Mafter; Miftrefs, or Overfeer, or offer Viclence to
any of them, they fhall ferve a Year for the fame.

PersoNs dealing with any Servant or Slave witchout the
Leave ot the Maﬁef or Owner, fhall be imprifoned a Ca-
lender Month without Bail, and afterwards continue {o un-
til they give Bond with good Security of iol. Current,
Money for good Behiaviour a Year following, wherein a
{ccond Offence fhall be a Breach of the Bond, and fhall
pay four Times the Value {fo bought to the Mafter or
C\}rtncr, to be recovercd per Acltion upon the Cafe with

ofts.

Provifo, WueNn any Perfon Convilt per this Act for
dealing “writh a Servant or Shve, fhall not immediately
gve Boud and Sccurity for the good Bchaviour as afore-
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{aid, then the Court {hall order thirty nine Lafhes at the
corimon Whipping Poft inftead thereof.

In all Cafes of penal Laws, where Perfons free are pun.
ifl:able by Fine, Servants fhall be punithed by Whippine,
after the Rate of twenty Lafhes for every oo/, of Tg.,

acce, orfifty Shillings; unlefs {uch Servants procure fome
Perfon to pay the ¥ine, and then the Servant fhall ferve
fuch Benefaéor after his other Service ended, after the
Ratc of one Month and a half for every 1ool. of To.

bacco.

A Wowman Servant being deliver’d of a Baflard Child
within the Time of her Service, fhall {erve her Mafter or
Owner a Year for every fuch Offence, and the reputed
Father if free fhall give Security to the Church Wardens
to maintain the Chid, and fave the Parifh undamnified,
or be compelied thefeto by the County-Court upon their
Complaint; but if a Servant, he fhall make Satistaction to
the Parifh by Service after other Service ended, or be com-
pelled thereto by the County-Court upon the Church
Warden’s Complaint.

Anp if a Mafter {hall get his Maid with Child, he fhall
have no Service thereby, but when the Time of her other
Service fhall be ended, fhe fhall be {old by the Church
Wardens for the Time being for one Year, or pay one
thoufand Pounds of Tobacco to the Ule of the Parifh.

Axp if any Chriftian white Woman Servant fhall have
a Baftard by a Negro or Malatto, belides the Year’s Service
to her Mafter, flie fhall at the Expiration of her Time pay
to the Church Wardens for the Ule of the Parifh fifteen
Pounds Current Money, or be fold for five Years.

Ir a frec white Woman being a Chriftian fhall have 2
Baftard Child by a Negro or Mugztto, for every fuch Of-
fence, {he fhall within one Month after her Delivery pay
to the Church Wardens fifteen Pounds Current Money of
Virginia, or be by them {old for five Years to the Ule of

the Parth.

In both the faid Cafes the Church Wardens fhall bind
out the faid Child, until 1t {hall be thirty one Years of
Age, |
Ir a white Perfon being free fhall intermarry with 2
Negro or Mzlaito, beund or free, fuch white Perfon fhal
e committed to Prifen for ix Months without Bail, and

{hall



the LLAWS of VIRGINIA, 35

fhall forfeit ten Pounds Current Money for the Ulfe of
the Parith as aforecfaid,

No Minifter or other Perfon fhall wittingly marry a
Negro or Mulottg, and white together. Penalty 1000/
of Tobacco, Halt to the @Owneen, and Half to the Informer
with Cofts, by Action of Debt, Bill, ¢ac.

SErvanNTs made free, fhall have their ¥Freedom record-
ed in the County-Court, and the Clerk’s Certificate there-
of ftall be {fufficient to exempt any Body from Danger by
this Law, for dealing with Servants.

Anp if {uch Certificate fhall happen. to be loft, the {aid
Clerk fhall grant 2 new one, and therein recite the Acci,
dent that happen’d to the old one, and wholoever fhall hire
fuch Servant, fhall take his or her Certificate and keep it,
till the contraéted Time fhall be expired.

Waoso fhall entertain any Servant by Indenture or Con-
tract here, not having fuch Certificate, fhall pay 6o/ of
Tobacco per Day to the Mafter with Colfts, by Action of
Debt.

Ir a Runaway fhall make ule of a forged Certificate, or
after the {ame fhall be delivered upon being hired fhall fteal
the fome away, and thereby precure Entertainment, the
Perfon entertainine upon fuch ftolen or forged Certificate
(hall not be culpable by this Law, but the faid Runaway,
befides making Reparation for the Lofs of Time, Charges
in Recovery, and other Penaltics by this Law, fhall for
fuch Theft ftand two Hours m the Pillory on a Court Day,
and the Perfon forging fuch Certificate {hall pay ten Pounds
Current Money, halt to the @ueer, and halt to the Owner
or the Mafter if he will inform, elfe to the Informer with
Cofts, by A&tion of Debf, Bill, 'laint, or Information.

Axp if any Perfon convict of forging fuch Certificate
fhall not immediately pay the ten Pounds with Cofts, or
give Security to do the fame within fix Months, he fhall
receive thirty nine Lafhes at the common Whipping Poft
n lieu thereof.

Provifo, WHEN any Mafter or Miftrefs fhall hire a Run-
away upon a forged Certificate, and the Servant denying
t, the Onns probands fhall lye wpon the Pérfon hiring, or
to be liable as 1f no Certificate was.

For the taking up of a Runiway Servant or Slave, if
above ten Miles from the Houfe or Quarter, there {hall be
slowed per the Publick 200/. of Tobacco, and if above

G 3 five



86 An ABRIDGEMENT of

five Miles and under ten, 100 /. of Tobacco, which fhaji
be paid in the County where {fuch Taker up {hall refide, and
fhall be again levyed by the Publick upon the Owner of
{uch Servant or Slave.

Every Juftice before whom fuch Runaway fhall be
brought upon the taking up, fhall mention the propey
Name and Sirname of the Taker up, and County of Refi-
dence, withv the Time and Place of taking up the runa.
way, the Name of the Runaway, and proper Name and
Sirname ot the Owner, and County of his Refidence, to-
gether with the Diftance of Miles in the faid Juftice’s Judge-
ment, from the Place of taking up to the Houfc or Quar.
ter where {uch Runaway was kept.

Prouifo, WHEN any Runaway cannot or will not declare
his Malter’s Name, the Juftice fhall certify the fame, and
fhall order fuch Runaway to.be convey’d to the publick

Goal of the Country, there to be continued Prifoner ti] l
the Owner fhall be known, who upon paying the Charges,
or giving Cautton to the Prifon-Keeper far the fame, with £
the Reward of two hundred Pouncfs ot Tobacco, or one
hundred Pounds of Tobacco as the Cafe thall be, fhall have
the {aid Ruvaway reftored; and further, the Juflice when
fuch Runaway fhall be biought before him, fhall commit
him to the next Conflable, and in the Warrant order him
to give the Runaway any Number of Lafhes not exceed-
ing thirty nine, and then to be carried from Conflable tq
Conftable until he fhail be carried Home, or to the Country
Goal as aforefaid.

Every Conftable thro’ whofe Hands he pafles giving a
Receipt at the Delivery, and every Conftable failing to ex-
ecute {uch Warrant ar:cording to the Tenour thereof, or
refuling o give fuch Receipt, fhall forfeit 2qe /. of To-
bacco to tie Church Wardens of the Parifh wherein fuch
Faiiure {ioll be, for the Ufe of the Poor, with Cofts, by -
Altien of 1leut, and fach Corporal Punifhment fhall not
deprive tiie Maftor of the other Satisfaétion. ‘

Provifo, WREN any Servant or Slave fhall have croft the |

great Bay of Chefzpeak, and be brought before a Juflice,

the faid Juftice inficad of committine him to the Con-

r

ftable. fhall commit him to the Sherifl, who is to caufe |
him to be troninoried again crofs the Bay, and .deliver’d
to o Conftable there, and for all his Trouble and Charge

fhall have joo i, of Tehacco paid by the Publick, which

N
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{lall be re-imburft again by the Mafter or Owner in man-
ner aforefaid.
- Provided alfo, WHEN any Runaway fhall have crofs'd
the faid Bay, and got up into the Country, into any Coun-
ty remote from the Bay, he fhall be conveyed by Contta-
bles until ke fhall be brought to a Sheriff of fome County
adjoining to the faid Bay, which Sherift 1s alfo hereby re-
quired upon fuch Warrant to receive the Runaway, and
purfue the Rules, and caufe him to be conveyed as afore-
{aid, and have the like Reward.
Anp if any Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, or other Officer be-
longing to the Sheriff, thall caufe or fuffer any {fuch Runa-
way to work, {uch Sheriff fhall forfeit to the Owner of
- the Rumaway 1coo Pounds of Tvbacco, with Coits by
 Aétion of Debt, Bill, ¢,
~Ir any Sherift or Conftable fhall fuffer a Runaway te
- efcape after Commitment, he fhall be liable to Action at
- the Common Law by the Party grieved, for Recovery of
-~ his Damages, with Cofts.
Eviry Runaway fhall ferve his Mafter one Month and
2 half for every 100 Pounds of Tiobacco, paidas a Reward
a5 aforefaid ; and moreover fhall {ferve double the Time of
- Abfence, and make Reparation for all neceflary Disburfe-
- ments in the Purfuit, aEr)er the fame Rate.
Provifo, THE Owner fhall carry {uch Runaway to Court

- at the next County-Court after the Recovery, otherwife
| the Court may confider the Occafien of the Delay, and

hear or refufe the Claim as they fhall think fit, without
| Appeal for {uch Refufal.
. No Mafter, Miftrefs, or Overfeer, fhall knowingly per-
| mit the Slave of any other Perfon, to remain upon his
| or her Plantation, above four Hours at one time, without
| the Leave of the Owner, or Oyerfeer, on Penalty of 150
| Pounds of Tvbacco, to the Informer.
' Provifo, I¥ any Runaway adjudged to ferve, for the
i Lharges of Purfuit and Recovery, {hall at the time of being .
| adjudged repay, or give good Security before the Court
| for Repayment of the fame, within fix Months after, {uch
| Owner fhall be obliged to accept thereof, in lieu of his
§ Service,
| IF any Slave flall refift his Owner, or other Perfon by
{ fis, or her order correéting fuch Slave, and fhall happen

t
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to be killd in {uch Corretion, it fhall not be accounty
Felony, neither fhall any other Trouble enfue.

[ F any Negro, Mulatio, or Indian bond or free, fhy]l
lift his or her hand in Oppofition againft any Chriftian, ney
being Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, and the Fact proved by
the other Party, any Juftice of the County fhal order
thirty Lafkes for the fame.

No Slve flall go armed with Gun, Sword, or Club,
Staff, or other Weapon, nor go oft his Mafter’s Land, with-
out Leave in Writing from his Mafter, Miftrefs, or Over.
{feer; and if any Slave offends herein, any Perfon may ap.
preherd and deliver {uch Slave to the Conftable or Headbo.
rough, who is hereby required, without further Warray,
to give him twenty Lathes, and {end him or her Home.

Avrr Horfcs, Cattle, and Hogs of any Slave’s Mark, fhall
be fcized and {old by the Church-wardens of the Parifh, for
the ufeof the Poor.

Owneirs of Slaves, where there is no Chriftian Overdeer,
fhall be lable for the Trcfpafs and Damage done by fuch

Slave.

Barrism of Slaves, doth not exempt them from Bon-
dage.

CurLprex are bond or fice, according ro the Cendition
of their Mother’s, and the part:cuiar Diredtions of this Adt.

Waen any Slave fhall lie out 1 the Woods, and wil
not be taken, any. twao juﬂic:?::: ( ;_[{1.?;;;9?.?:??2 sms) of that
County where they lie o1 do Mifchict, are reguived to iffue
Proclamation againft them, reciting therr Names, and
Owner’s Names, 1f they are known, and thereby requiring
them, aud cvery of them, torthwith to {urrender them-
felves, and alio forthwiih umpowering the Sheriff of the
County vo take fuch Power wirth him, as he fhall think
fit and neceflary for the effcétual apprehending {fuch out-
lving Siaves, and go in {carch of them, which Proclama-
tion {i:all be pubiifhed on a Sabbath Day, at the Door of
every Church and Chappel in the County, by the Panfh
Clerk or Reader of the Church, immediately after Divine
Worfhip ; and 1n Cafe any Slave againft whem Proclama-
tion hath Leen thus iffued, and once publifhed at any Church
or Chappel, flay cut, and do not immediately return Home,
it {hall te lawicl for any Perfon wharfoever to kill him,
without Impeachment of any Crime for the fime,

Axn
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Axp if any {uch cut-lying Slave fhall be apprehended, it
(-all be lawful tor the Ceounty-Court, upon Application of
the Owner, to order {fuch Punifhment, by difmembering,
or otherwile, as they {hall think fit, not touching Life,

Provifo, EvEry Slave killed, in Purfuance of this A&,
or put 10 Death by Law, flall be paid for by the Publick.

Anp to the end the true Value may be known, and the
Aflembly Letter enabled to make a {fuitable Allowance, the
Cowt of Claims, upon Application of the Owner, fhall
value the Slave in Money, and the Clerk fhall return Certi-
ficate thereof, with the reft of the publick Claims.

Tue Church-wardens of every Parifh, at the Charge of
the Parifh, to provide Copies of this A€k, and caufe Entry
thereof in thetr entry Book, and the Parifh Clerk or Rea-
der on the firlt Sermon Sundays in Seprember and March,
apnsially after Scrmon or Divine Service ended, fhall pub-
lith the fame in every Church and Chappel in their Parifh,
and every Sheriff at the next Court to be held after the laft
Day of February annually, fhall alio publifh it at the Door
of the Court-houle,

Tue Shenfl for Default {hall pay 600 Pounds of Tobaccro,
Half to the Queen, and Half to the Informer, with Cofts
by Aéticn of Debr, Bill, Plaint, or Information, ¢5-c.

Tue Clerk or Reader for his Default 600 Pounds of
Tobacco, Half to the Informer, Half to the Poor of the Pa-

rifh, with Coftsby Debt, Bill, ¢oc.
An At to prevent killing of Deer at unfeafonable

T imes.

Dezr-killing in unfenced Ground prohibited, between
the frlt of Famuary and the lalt of Augufi, or the Buying
or Receiving Venifor killed by an Indian, or other Perfon
within thofe Times, on Penalty of §oo Pounds of Tobacco
per 1oeer,

Axp if a Servant or Slave be guilty, by Command of
the Malter, Miftvefs, or the Overfeer, the Mafter, Miftrefs,
Er Overdeer fhall forfeit yoo Pounds of Zobacco tor each
Jeor.

Or if any Servant or Slave of his own Head fhall kill
or buy any Deer contrary to this Act, and be conviét be-
fore 2 Juftice by the Oath cf one credible Witnefs, fuch
servant or Slave fhall be adjudged to have thirty Lathes,

wiels fome fufficient Perfon become Security to pay the
Fine
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