
2 2 Anno Regni quarto ANN^ Reginae.

A. D. 1705- mit the faid Claims, and every of them, to the Aflemblyj with the Warrants of

"^"T^mI^. Certificates upon which they and every of them are grounded* and aUb endorfe
fie J. Sec Chap.

j^ every particular Perfon's Claim v/hat Proof is made before the Court con-

Seft'i'sf' cerning the fame, or fliall thereunto annex a Certificate thereof, all which the

faid Clerk fhall do ex officio. Where it fo happens that any particular Perfon's

allowed Claim fhall be under one hundred Pounds ofTobaccoj and for every

Certificate upon an allowed Claim amounting to that Sum, or more, the faid Clerk

Clerk's Fee. (in fuU of all Fecs for his Trouble, and Certificate) fliall be allowed twenty

Pounds of Tobacco by the Country, provided the Claim be admitted in the

AiVembly, upon Examination there, to be a Charge which ought to be paid by

the Country.

V. And for Prevention of fuch Frauds as may be impofed upon the Afiembly,

by two Certificates for one and the fame Thing, and avoiding all Occafion of

looking far back to find out what publick Claims have been once allowed by

the Aflembly,

What Claims VI. BE it enaBed, by the Authority aforefaid, and it is hereby enaBed, that

itfled^*

'^' no publick Claim whatfoever fliall be hereafter allowed by the Aflembly which

is not proved as aforefaid and returned to the firft or fecond Seflion of Afl'em-

bly next after the fame becomes due, and that every Perfon concerned in fuch

publick Claim fliall ever afterwards be excluded and barred from the Benefit

of this Ad.

Sheriff (liaii VII. AND be it alfo further enaSfed, by the Authority aforefaid, that no

pobii'dTsm-' Sheriff whatfoever within this her Majefly's Colony and Dominion fliall for

vices no Re- the futurc havc from the Country any Allowance, Reward, or Satisfadtion, for

irgfven'in'^he' publick Scrviccs, morc than the Laws appointing Sheriffs Fees do diredt and
Table oi his

gjyg f-Qj. f^c}^ Service j and that all fuch Services of the Sheriff as the faid Laws

are filent about, or provide no Reward or Allowance for, (hall be done ex officio.

This Aa to VIII. AND for the better Diredllon of the Courts appointed by this A<ft, to

ever"cowt"of pui'fus ^"^ follow the fame in every Refpe6t, Be it enafted, by the Authority afore-

Claims. faid, and it is hereby enaSled, that all fuch Courts fliall, and they and every of

them are hereby flridlly required and enjoined, to caufe this Adl to be duly read

by their Clerk, at the firfl: Opening of every fuch Court.

Repealing IX. AND be it further enabled, that all and every other Adl and A£ls, and
ciauk.

every Claufe and Article thereof, heretofore made, for fo much thereof as relates

to publick Claims, or to any other Matter or Thing whatfoever within the Pur-

view of this Adl, is and are hereby repealed and made void, to all Intents and

Furpofes, as if the fame had never been made.

CHAP. III.

An AB declaring the NegrOy Mulatto^ and Indian Slaves, within

this Domnion^ to he real Eftate, (a)

After (he I. T"7^ O R the better fctfling and Prefervation of Eflates within this Do-
paningthisAa |H • •

^
all Negro, M,.- X mmion,
latio, and In-

fliall be^ad! II. B E it etiaEled, by the Governour, Council, and Burgeffies, of this prefenf

illfend as tal GcHcral Affimbly, and it is hereby enaBed by the Authority of thefame, that from
Eftate held in and after the paffin? of this Adl all Negro, Mulatto, and Indian Slaves, in all
Fee Simple. r o o

(a) This Ail was explained and amended i Geo. 2. (1717) Cap. 4,
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Courts of Judicature, and other Places, within this Dominion, fhall be held, •^•^- '7°5-

taken, and adjudged, to be real Eftate, and not Chattels, and fliall defcend unto
'^'""'''^'^

the Heirs and Widows of Perfons departing this Life, according to the Manner
and Cuftom of Land of Inheritance, held in Fee Simple.

IIL PROVIDED always, that nothing in this Adl contained fhall be ButtWsA,?!

taken to extend to any Merchant or Facflor bringing any Slaves into this Dominion, l^'^Merchrms'*

or having any Confignments thereof unto them, for Sale ; but that fuch Slaves, °'' ^?^°'^ "'-

whilft they remain unfold in the PolTeffion of fuch Merchant or Fadlor, or of For Safe,

their Executors, Adminiftrators, or Alligns, fhall, to all Intents and Purpofes,

be taken, held, and adjudged, to be perfonal Ellate, in the fame Condition they

fhould have been in if "this A6t had never been made.

IV. PRO FID ED a/fo, that all fuch Slaves fhall be hable to the Payment Slaves iiaWe

of Debts, and may be taken by Execution, for that End, as other Chattels or Debts™^"'
°^

perfonal Eflate may be. f^aj

V. PRO FID E D alfo, that no fuch Slaves fliall be liable to be efcheated. But not to

by Reafon of the Deceafe of the Proprietor of the fame, without lawful Heirs ;
'''"''"'•

but all fuch Slaves fliall, in that Cafe, be accounted and go as Chattels, and
other Eflate perfonal.

VI. PRO FID ED alfo, that no Pcrfon felling or alienating any fuch Slave Sale, m. of

fhall be obliged to caufe fuch Sale or Alienation to be recorded, as is required by bi7ecorded."°*

Law to be done upon the Alienation of other real Eflate ; but that the faid Sale,

or Alienation, fbj may be made in the fame Manner as might have been done
before the making of this Aft.

VII. PRO FID ED alfo, that this Aft, or any Thing therein contained, Poffefflon of

fhall not extend, nor be conflrued to extend, to give any Perfon, being Owner giveThfoin"'
of any Slave or Slaves, and not feized of other real Eflate, the Right or Privilege ^.^°'« '" Eie<:-

as a Freeholder, meant, mentioned, and intended, by one Aft of this prefent geires!*^

^^^'

Seffion of Alfembly, intituled An AB for regulating the Ele£lions of BurgeJTcs,
forfettling their Privileges, andfor afcertaining their Allowances.

VIII. PROFIDED alfo, that It fhall and may be lawful for any Perfon shvesreco.

to fue for and recover any Slave, or Damage for the Detainer, Trover, or
tTon^'ejf'^^'^"

Converfion thereof, by Aftion perfonal, as might have been done if this Aft had
never been made.

IX. PROFIDED always, that where the Nature of the Cafe fhall require ButWHtsof

It any Writ de partitionefacienda, or of Dower, may be fued forth and profe- Dower''may'airo

cuted, to recover the Right and PoffefTion of any fuch Slave or Slaves. be proiecuted.

X. P R FID ED, and be if enaSled, that when any Perfon dies Inteflate, slaves ofPer-

leaving feveral Children, in that Cafe all the Slaves of fuch Perfon (except the [eftateSffer"he

Widow's Dower, which is to be firft fet apart) fhall be inventoried and appraifed, widow-sDow.

and the Value thereof fhall be equally divided amongfl all the faid Children, and Ln bl'ap-^'^*

the feveral Proportions, according to fuch Valuation and Appraifement, fliall be value'^e^naii'^^

paid by the Heir to whom the faid Slaves fhall defcend by Virtue of this Aft divided among

unto all and every the other faid Children; and thereupon it fhall and may be reI,/tob?p!,fd

lawful for the faid other Children, and every of them, and their Executors or ^^ ^'^^ ^^"'

Adminiflrators, as the Cafe fiiall be, to commence and profecute an Aftion upon
the Cafe, at the common Law, againft fuch Heir, his Heirs, Executors, and
Adminiflrators, for the Recovery of their faid feveral Proportions, refpeftively.

(a) See ij Geo, j. (1748) Cap. 6. Seft, 10. and Cap. %. Sea. 16.

(b) See 30 Geo. ». (1757) Cap. j. and ji Geo. 2, ((758) Cap. i. to prsvent fraudulent Glfi5 of Slaves.
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^. D. 1705. xi_ AND be it further enaBed, by the Authority afore/aid, that if any
^^"^ *^

Widow, feized of any fuch Slave or Slaves as aforefaid, as of the Dower of her

wiJow feiz- Hufband, fhall fend, or voluntarily permit to be fent, out of this Colony and

Kijiu of^Doi- Dominion, fuch Slave or Slaves, or any of their Increafe, without the lawful

£,, anj tianf-
(^Qj^f^nt of hioi or her in Reverfion, fuch Widow fhall forfeit all and every fuch

fhe,n'olt'o7tii'is Slave or Slaves, and all other the Dower which fhe holds of the Endowment of

^ut'°eo',;rem"of her IIu(band's Eftate, unto the Perfon or Perfons that fhall have the Reverfioa

the Heir, foi'- tliercof; any Law, Cuftoai, or Ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding. And if

Dower; 'and if any Widow, feizcd as aforefaid, fliall be married to a Hufband who fhall fend,

fud^wtd'ow
°^

or voluntarily permit to be fent, out of this Colony and Dominion, any fuch Slave

Avail fo tranf. qj. Skvcs, Or any of their Increafe, without the Confent of him or her in Reverfion,

t'heH'''Hn Re- in fuch Cafe it Ihall be lawfiil for him or her in Reverfion to enter into, poflefs,

fe'.'tdhoiV.h; and enjoy, all the Eftate which fuch Hufband holdeth in Right of his Wife's

wife's Dower Dower, for and during the Life of the faid Hufband. faj
during fuch ^
tiuiband'jLife.

CHAP. IV.

^n ASifor the continumg ofGeneral Affemblks^ in Cafe of the Death

orDemife of her Majeftyy her Heirs, or SucceJfours\ and for making

valid all ASis of the Governour and Council, and all Judgments

and Proceedings at L^w, which pall happen hetwen the Death

of any King or ^een of England and the Notification thereof in

this Country

>

t, TT tHERE AS, by Reafon of the great Dldance of this Colony and

preamble W Dominion of Virginia from our Mother Kingiom of England, there

may happen to be a confiderable Space of Time between the Death or D^mife of

the King or Queen for the Time being and the Proclamation of his or her Suc-

cefTour in this Colony and Dominion, for preventing the many Mifchiefs, Incon-

veniences, and unneceffary Charges, which may happen or be oceafioned by

Reafon of fuch Interval,

General Af. \l. B E it enaSfcd, by the Governour, Countll, and Burgeffes, of this prefent

diiTo^''Id r' he
^^>^^^^l -^f'^'nbki and it is hereby enabled by the Authority of thefame, that this

i)e«rof the'
'
prefent General Aflembly, or any other General Affembly which fhall hereafter

^!"fnue'andbe bc fuHimoned and called under the Authority of her Majefty Queen Anne, her

hoiden accord- Heirs, and SuccefTours, by the Governour, Lieutenant Governour, or Commander

rtfn's! w"pro- in Chief, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Council of State of this her

in^fix°M*n[hs Majefly's Colony and Dominion, or by the Prefident and Council for the Time
after''fuch°De! being, fliall not determine or be diffolved by the Death or Demife of her faid

foon^r^dilf'^ived Majelty, her Heirs, or SucefTours, but that fuch Affembly fliall, and is hereby

nour''^
°'"'"" enabled to continue, and be empowered to meet, convene, and fit, according to

the Writs or Summons whereby the faid Affembly was or fhall be convened, and

to adt; notwithflanding fuch Death or Demife, for and during the Time of fix

Months, and no longer, unlefs the fame fliall, by fuch Governour, Lieutenant

Governour, Commander in Chief, or Prefident and Council, be fooner prorogued

or diiTolved ; and if the faid General AlTembly fhall be fo prorogued, then it fhall

meet and lit on and upon the Day unto which it fliall be prorogued, and continue

for the Refidue of the faid Time of fix Months, unlefs Iboner prorogued or dif-

folved, as aforefaid.

Qa) See ^^. Geo. II. (174-8) Cip. 17. Seft. i. againft dandeftine Tranfportation of Slaves, and «7. Ceo. II. (1753)

Cap. I. Scft. 28. Felony to Iteal Slaves.


