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A.D. i7»7- which fiich Grain, or other the Commodities aforefaid, fliall be laden; and,

^7^M^\t moreover, the Owner or Owners of fuch Wheat, Corn, Peafe, or otlier Grain,

the Value fh.iii
^^ f^iowcr Or Meal, fliall forfeit and pay double the Value thereof, one Third of

ed of '.hr"""' both which faid Forfeitures fhall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his Heirs,
°"""''

and Succeflburs, for and towards the better Support of this Government and the

contingent Charges thereof, one Third to the Governour, or Commander ia

Chief of this Dominion for the Time being, and the other Third to the Officer

or Officers who fliall feize, or any other Perfon who fliall inform and profecute

ForfoturM for the fuiie : And the faid Forfeitures, or either of them, fliall and may be
appropriated,

j-gcovercd in any Court of Record within this Dominion, by AcStion of Debt,

Bill, Plaint, or Information, wherein no Eflbin, Protedion, or Wager of Law,

or any more than one Imparlance, fliall be allowed.

Ships Provi- IV. PRO VID E D a/ways, that nothing herein contained fliall be confl:rued,
fions excepted,

j^gj^^j^ ^j. taken, to reftrain the taking on Board any Ship or Veflel any Pro-

vifion of Corn, Peafe, Flower, or Meal, neceflary for the vidualling luch Ship

or Veffel for her Voyage ; but that the fame may be vidluailed, during fuch

Prohibition, in the fame Manner as if this Ad had never been made.

Gr.vn (iiipped V, PRO FID E D alfo, that no Grain, or other the Commodities before

PrS°n"no[ enumerated, laden on Board any Ship or Vellel, in Order to Exportation, before
jiabietoFor-

jsfoj-ice of fuch Prohibition, Ihall be liable to Seizure or Forfeiture; nor the

reianded'. Owner or Owners thereof fubje6t to any Penalty if fuch Owner or Owners fliall,

in convenient Time after the Publication of fuch Prohibition, reland, or caufe

the fame to be relanded and difpofed of in this Colony.

CHAP. IV.

An AEi to explain and amend the AEi for declaring the Negro^

Mulatto^ and Indian Slaves^ within this Dominion, to be real

EJlate ; and Part of one other AEi, intituled An ASi for the

Diflrihution of Jntejiates EJlates, declaring Widows Rights to

their deceafcd Husbands EJlates, and for fecuring Orphans

Eflates. (a)

preamble. I. "^T 7 H E R E A S the Adl made in the fourth Year of the Reign of the late

0.3.1705. Vv QutQn Anne, declaring the Negro, Mulatto, a?id Indian Slaves, within

this Dominion, to be real EJlate, hafli been found by Experience very beneficial

for the Prefervation and Improvement of Ellates in this Colony, yet many Mil-

chiefs have arifen, from the various Conflirudtions, and contrary Judgments and

Opinions, which have been made and given thereupon, whereby many People

have been involved in Lawfuits and Controverfies, which are fliill like to increafe :

For Remedy whereof, and to the End the faid Adt may be fully and clearly

explained and amended,

Ti,eAa4. jj_ BE it enabled, by the Lieutenant Governour, Council, and Burgejfes, of this

hc'conftVued'as pn'feut General Afjemhh, and it is hereby enaSled, by the Authority of the fame,

prcffeV'-^'^s!''' that the faid Ad "ihall hereafter be confl:rued, and the true Intent and Meaning

thereof is hereby declared, to be, in the feveral Cafes herein after mentioned, as

Properly of tile lamc is herein after exprefled and declared, and not otherwife, that is to fay :

Sl.vrslold,

.qSJ,'""- III. W H E.N EVE R any Perfon fliall by Bargain and Sale, or Gift, either

•irnfd.'s'Iv" with or without Deed, or by his lafl: Will and Tefl:ament in Writing, or by any
were a Chattel. _J

(a) See 4. Ann. (1705) Cap. 3. and Notes fubjoined.

J
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nuncupative Will, bargain, fell, give, difpofe, or bequeath, any Slave or Slaves, ^- °- '7*7.

fuch Bargain, Sale, Gift, or Bequeft, fliall transfer the abfolute Property of fuch
'^^^~^

Slave or Slaves to fuch Perfon or Perfons to whom the fame fhall be fo fold, p_,„ . .

given, or bequeathed, m the fame Manner as if fuch Slave or Slaves were a ^"y siave (haii

Chattel ; and no Remainder of any Slave or Slaves fhall or may be limited by Xrwir^han

any Deed, or the laft Will and Teftament in Writing, of any Perfon whatfoever, o'TaCh^tdtx
otherwife than the Remainder of a Chattel perfonal, by the Rules of the cepi as herein

common Law, can or may be limited, except in the Manner herein after men- uonedT"'

tioned and direded.

IV. AND that where any Slave or Slaves have been or fliall be conveyed,

given, or bequeathed, or have or fliall defcend to any Feme Covert, the abfolute vej^ed^ &T or

Right, Property, and Interefl, of fuch Slave or Slaves, is hereby vefled, and
af'p'^^"/^"

fliall accrue to, and be vefled in, the Hulband of fuch Feme Covert ; and that
''"'^

the Hulband.

may I

where any Feme Sole is or fhall be pofTeffed of any Slave or Slaves, as of her own
proper Slave or Slaves, the fame fliall accrue to, and be abfolutely veiled in, the

Hulband of fuch Feme, when flie fliall mai ry.

V. AND that any Infant above the Age of eighteen Years, by his or her infants above

lafl: Will and Teflament in ^Vriting, may difpofe and bequeath the abfolute Vea^fm"'^'^

Right, Property, and Interefl, of any Slave or Slaves whereof he or fhe fhall i"'^"'' ^''

v /r /T J ^V Will in

be poUelled. writing.

VI. AND that no Slave or Slaves whatfoever fhall be forfeited, except in slaves not li-

fuch Cafes where the Lands and Tenements of the Perfon incurring the Forfeiture twe'im°e''s^'

is, fliould, or might, be forfeited. '''^" i-ands are
° luhjeft to.

VII. AND that no Executor or Adminiflrator hath or fhall have any Power Executor?,

to fell or difpofe of any Slave or Slaves of his Teflator or Inteftate, except for the
^iaves^

e

'c°e"^"

paying and fatisfying the juft Debts of fuch Teftator or Inteftate, and then only for Pa'ynv nf of

where there is not fufficient of the perfonal Eftate of fuch Teflator or Intefl:ate whele'thTpcr-

to fatisfy and pay fuch Debts ; and in that Cafe it fliall and may be lawful for
'""'"' ^'*''^ "^

die Executor or Adminiftrator to fell and difpofe of fuch Slave or Slaves, as fhall k-c. tlihTion.

be fufficient to raife fo much Money as the perfonal Eftate falls fhort of the

Payment of the Debts.

VIII. AND that when a Mother fhall die intefl:ate, leaving one or more
i^^°^^'J

^-'^^

Slave or Slaves, other than the Slave or Slaves which fhe holds as of her leavinV'siaves,

Dower, the Heir at Law fliall be accountable to the younger Children for her oLwe" "L
their Proportions of the Value of fuch Slave or Slaves, in the fame Manner as he Heir ihaii pay*

fhould or might be accountable in Cafe of a Father's dying and leaving fuch ti.'e"5oun»"r''

Slaves. Cliiklrenf

IX. PRO FIDED ahmys, that nothing in this Ad contained fliall be P™pertyof

conftrued to change or alter the Property of any Slave or Slaves which by firradj,!dgei

the Judgment of the General Court, or any County Court, have been here- ^^{^^^^

tofore adjudged to belong to any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever; but fuch Judf^- this Aa,

ment fliall remain, and for ever hereafter fhall be deemed and taken to be, valid
and binding.

y
med by

linder

Slaves hereto

fore limited.

X. PROVIDED alfo, that where any Perfon hath heretofore, by Deed And aifo Re-
executed in his Lifetime, or by his lafl: Will and Teftament in Writing,

—'—'
difpofed of any Slave or Slaves for the Life or Lives of any Perfon or Perfons
whatfoever, and hath thereupon limited any Remainder, fuch Remainder fliall

be good and effedual in Law to transfer the abfolute Property of fuch Slave
or Slaves to the Perfon or Perfons to whom fuch Remainder hath been limited,
and no otherwife.
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A. D. 1727. XI. AND whereas the true Defign of the faid Ad, and the Policy thereof.

For Icttling and is to preferve Slaves for the Ufe and Benefit of fuch Perfons to whom

lelcena tl^h" Laods and Tenements fhall defcend, be given, or devifed, for the better Im-
and provenient of the fame, which cannot be done, according to the Cuftom and

Method of improving Eftates in this Colony, without Slaves, and therefore it

may be very advantageous to Eftatcs to eftablifh a Method for fettling Slaves,

and their Increafe, fo as they m^y go and defcend with Lands and Tenements

;

To which End,

Tciiciuems,

A..y Pe-fv.ns XII. B E it furthcr enaSled, hy the Authority aforejaid, that it fhall and may

\v,u,''a!?nex"' bc kwful for any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, 'by Deed executed in his or their

fi'e!'/ina'e»ii
Lifetimes, or by his or their laft Will and Teftament, wherein any Lands and

to'Tand/and' Teneuicnts Ihall hereafter be fettled, conveyed, or devifed, in Fee Tail, or for
Teuements.

j^-^^ ^^ Livcs, to fettle, convey, or devife, any Slave or Slaves, and in fuch Deed

or lalt Will to declare that fuch Slave or Slaves, and their Increale, fo long as

any of them fliall be living, fliall defcend, pafs, and go, as Part of the

Freehold, to fuch Perfon or Perfons to whom fuch Lands and Tenements fhall

be fo conveyed or devifed, and to whom the fame lliall from Time to Time
defcend and come ; and fuch Declaration lliall be good and effeftual in Law to

Ai'i sbvesfo
j^j^^gx fucli Slave or Slaves to the Freehold and Inheritance of fuch Lands and

go'inPoirefhon, Tenements, and they, and their Increafe, fo long as any of them fhall be living,

Remamde'r,*"'' Ihall dcfccnd, pafs, and go, in Poffeffion, Reverlion, and Remainder, with luch
w.ti.theLa'nds, Lands and Tenements : Or where any Perfon fhall, by his Deed executed in his

"^IVives f.ttied. Lifetime, or by his laft Will and Teftament in Writing, fetde, convey, or

ftmeTimiia- devife, any Lands and Tenements in Fee Tail, or for Life or Lives, and fhall,

tio::s,ai.din:he in tJ^e fame Deed or Will, fetde, convey, or devife, any Slave or Slaves, with

wi'X Land's,
'^'

the fame Limitation or Limitations with which fuch Lands and Tenements fhall

o/xe'!iw'and'"o
^^ ^<^ fctded, couvcyed, or devifed, fuch Limitation or Limitations Ihall amount

wi.h fuch to a Declaration of the Intent of the Party fetding, conveying, or deviling the
Lands, &c.

f^j^g^ jj^at the fame fhould be annexed to fuch Lands and Tenements, and fhall

defcend, pafs, and go therewith, from Time to Time, as aforefaid.

Tenant in XIII. AND whcrc any Perfon or Perfons now are, or hereafter fhall be.

Slaves' to hj","'" fcizcd of Laods or Tenements in Fee Tail, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch

friaU dVrre''nH^
Perfon or Perfons, by Deed executed in his or their Lifetime, or by his or their

Jaft Will and Teliament, to annex to the fame Lands and Tenements all or any

Til. h Settltm'

nil lifen nil

vlien ilieEltate

^'nf Slave or Slaves which fuch Tenant in Tail fhall, during fuch his Eflate, purchafe.

>»'! ^*" r"^''« acquire, or be polfeffed of; and to declare that fuch Slave or Slaves, and their

.Tfi'iir
"^

Increafe, fo long as any of them fhall be living, Ihall defcend, pafs, and go, in
taicd.

Poffeffion, Revcrfion, or Remainder, as Part of the Freehold, under the hke

Limitation or Limitations with which fuch Lands and Tenements are or have been

fettled, conveyed, or devifed : And fuch Declaration fhall be as effedlual to annex

the faid Slave or Slaves, and their Increafe, to fuch Lands and Tenements, as if

the fame had been fettled, conveyed, or devifed, by the fame Deed or Will,

whereby the Eilate in the faid Lands and Tenements was at firft made and

created.

XIV. BUT forafmuch as the greateft Part of the vifible Eftates of the Inhabi-

tants of this Colony doth generally conlift of Slaves, and it may happen in future

Tinie, after feveral Defcents of Slaves, fo annexed to Lands as aforefaid, that

many People may not bc acquainted with fuch Settlements, and fo Creditors

may be deceived and iiindered in die Recovery of juft Debts ; and, moreover, to

siivc-: an- bind the Property of Slaves, io as they may not be liable to the Payment of

fo'htVakfn
Debts, muft leffen, and in Procefs of Time may deftroy, the Credit of the

ahli- to he

1.1 KxKuiiun ' Country

ivnan't'in"'
^^

'
^'^ " hereby provided, and cna^ed, that notwithftanding any Slave or

p./ii .Tu.M. Slaves ihall be annexed as aforefaid to any Lands and Tenements fettled, con-
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veyed, or devifed, in Fee Tail, in PolTeflion or Remainder, as aforefaid, fuch ("^"liy".
Slave or Slaves, or their Increafe, fhall be liable to be taken in Execution and fold

for the fatisfying and paying the jufl Debts of the Tenant in Tail for the Time p^j'^3^^^''j

beinw ; and fuch Sale fhall be good and effedtual againft him or her, and his the Hei?.

or her Iffue, and all other Perfbns whatfoever, claiming under fuch Settlement.

XVI. PROVIDED neverthelefs, that if any Perfon fhall be hereafter g^Provifo.

poffeffed of any Slave, or Slaves in Right of his Wife, which fliall be fo annexed fc.' longing'

to Lands as aforefaid, fuch Slave or Slaves fhall not be liable to be taken in
l",^!^ }^^

p' ^"^

Execution or fold for tlie fatisfying any Debt of fuch Hufband, fo as to bar the of heriimblnd.

Wife of any Right which Ihe may claim under any Settlement made in Purfuance

of this Ad after his Death.

XVII. AND whereas it is by the faid A(5l provided that Writs of Dower Writs of

and Partition may be brought and maintained for recovering Dower, or making
Pa°7uion."

Partition of Slaves, as the Cafe may be; and the Procefs and Proceedings in thofe

Writs are not well adapted to the Circumflances of living Things, and are very

tedious and ditficult

:

XVIII. B E it further enaBed, hy the Authority aforefaid, that where any Oawer or

Perfon or Perfons have or fhall have a Right to demand Dower, or have Partition
X^^i^^^'^^J

of any Slave or Slaves, fuch Perfon or Perfons fliall and may exhibit a Bill in byBiiiinEqu;.

Equity for that Purpofe againft the Perfon or Perfons of whom the fame may be
'^"

demanded ; and the Court before whom fuch Bill fhall be exhibited fliall compel Court to

the Defendant or Defendants to anfwer, and fliall and may proceed upon fuch fend^nt to^an-'

Bill and Anfwer, although the Defendant or Defendants, or any of them, be
lundir'Nonl

under the Age of twenty one Years, according to the Courfe and Rules of Equity, ag., and tode-

and fhall and may make fuch Decree for the Aflignment of fuch Dower, or mlm'^'cnu'ch"

making fuch Partition, in fuch Manner as fliall be mofl: agreeable to Equity:
J^^-^';"

°'^"-

And fuch Aflignment of Dower, or Partition, fliall be as effedual as if the fame

were made in the ordinary Methods of the common Law.

XIX. AND be it further enaSfed, by the Authority aforefaid, that where it Younger

fhall be neeeifary for the younger Child or Children of any Perfon whatfoever to fxhibit'am m
bring any Suit againfl the Heir at Law, for recovering his or their Proportion of ^'!"*'y

.

^'g^iift

the Value of any Slave or Slaves, purfuant to the faid Aft, inflead of an Adlion Law tor their

upon the Cafe, fuch Child or Children fhall and may exhibit his or their Bill in
f^.^si^te".

"^

a Court of Equity for recovering fuch Proportion ; and the Court before whom coun to de-

fuch Bill fhall be exhibited fliall and may proceed upon the Bill, and the Anfwer
""inrt^,'|,^,h

of the Defendant, although he Ihall be under the Age of twenty one Years, and H^i., although

give fuch Relief for the recovering and compelling the Payment of fuch Propor- "" ^' ^''*

tion of the true Value of fuch Slave or Slaves as fhall be agreeable to the Rules

©f Equity, any Thing in the faid Adl contained to the contrary thereof in any

Wife notwithfl:anding.

XX. AND whereas by Part of one other Ad, made in the fourth Year of Recital of

the Reign of the faid late Queen Anne, intituled An ASi for the Dijiribution 0/ ^^l^"^^
^^^- ^•

Intejiates EJiates, declaring IVidoivs Rights to their deceafed Hujhands EJlates, and

forfecuring Orphans EJiates, it is provided that no Perfon by his lafl Will and

Teftament may give a lefs Share or Proportion of his Efl:ate than is therein di-

redled, and that any Will made contrary to that A(fl may be fet afide, for fo

much, upon the Petition of the Wife ; and forafmuch as it is doubted whether

that Part of the faid Adl hath any Relation to the Difpofition of Slaves, and what
Right a Widow hath to the Slaves of her deceafed Hufband, in Cafe of his dying

teftate : To the End all Doubts and Queflions thereupon may be removed, and

a better Method may be fettled for Women to recover their Rights than by Pe-

tition to fct afide the Will,
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XXI. B E it further declared and enaSJed, by the Authority afore/aid, that

when any Widow Ihall not be fatisfied with the Provifion made for her by her

Hulband's Will it fliall and may be lawful for fuch Widow, within nine Months
after her Hufband's Death, before the Court where fuch Will fhall be proved,

or by Deed executed in the Prefence of two or more Witnefles, to declare that

fhe will not accept, receive, or take, the Legacy or Legacies to her given and be-

queathed, or any Part thereof, and will renounce all Benefit and Advantage which
Deed, renounce q^q might claim by fuch laft Will, and after fuch Declaration to demand and

&c."ancfmay' rccovcr her Dower of all the Slaves whereof her Hufband died polTefTed, which
demand Dower

^^^ j^^g]] g^j^y during her natural Life j and after her Death, or other Determi-

themiluring lier

Life; and (hall

have fuch Shaie

of the perfon:

cf ihf Slaves, . _
and Ihall erjoy nation of that Eftatc, the fame fhall go to the Perfon or Perfons in whom the

'"
Property thereof would have verted in Cafe the Dower had not been demanded

:

And, moreover, fuch Widow fliall have fuch Share of the perfonal Ertate of her

Eitate^aTit Hufband as by the faid Adt is direfted; but if fuch Declaration be not made

Cap."
7^*'*'^'"''

within the Time before limited, fhe fhall be for ever barred to claim any other
If fuch De- Part of lier Hufband's Eftate than fhall be given or bequeathed by fuch latl:4Vill.

in:i<ie within

the Time li- .

mited, (lie Ihall

be barred to re-

'^^^';'^'' CHAP V.

An ASl for ereSiing a Town in each of the Counties (?/'SpotlyIvania

a7id King George.

Prtambie, L TTTHEREAS great Numbers of People have of late feated themfelves

VV and their Families upon and near the River Rappananock, and the

Branches thereof above the Falls, and great Quantities of Tobacco and other

Commodities are every Year brought down to the upper Landings upon the faid

River to be fliipped off and tranfported to other Parts of the Country, and it is

necelTary that the poorer Part of the faid Inhabitants fhould be fupplied from

thence with Goods and Merchandife in Return for their Commodities, but for

Want of fome convenient Place, where Traders may cohabit and bring their

Goods to, fuch Supplies are not to be had without great Difadvantages, and good
IToufes are greatly wanted upon fome navigable Part of the faid River, near the

Falls, for the Reception and fafe keeping of fuch Commodities as are brought

thither, and for the Entertainment and Suftenance of thofe who repair thither

from remote Places with Carriages drawn by Horfes or Oxen ; and forafmuch as

the Inhabitants of the County of Spotfyhaftia have made humble Supplication to

this General Aflembly that a Town may be laid out in fome convenient Place,

near the Falls of the faid River, for the Cohabitation of fuch as are minded to

refide there for the Purpofes aforefaid, whereby the peopling that remote Part of
the Country will be encouraged, and Trade and Navigation may be increafed

:

Fifty Acres II. BE it evaBcd, by the Lieutenant Governour, Council, and Burgeffes, of this

ll T^Ate^^""^ prefent General Affemblyy and it is hereby enabled, by the Authority of the fame,
who arc ap- that withiu fix Mottths after the paffing of this Ad: fifty Acres of Land, Parcel of

r'eXu.
'" a Tra£t of Land belonging to 'john'Royjlon and Robert Buckner, of the County of

Glouceficr, fituate, lying, and being, upon the fouth Side o( th.QK\.ve.v Rappahanoclk

aforefaid, m ih& County oi Spotjylvania, commonly called or known by the Name
of the Leaf Land, ihall be furveyed and laid out, talcing the whole Breadth of
the faid Tradt of Land upon the River, by the Sur\'eyor of the faid County of

Spotfyhania ; and the faid fifty Acres of Land, fo to be furveyed and laid out,

fliall be and is hereby veiled in fohn Robinfon, Efq; Hejiry Willis, Augufine Smith,

"John Taliaferro, Harry Beverly, John Waller, and Jeremiah Clowder, of the

County of Spotjylvania, Cientlcmen, and their Succeflburs, in Trufl, for the fe-

veral Purpolcs hereafter mentioned ; and the faid John Robinfon, Hefiry Willis,

Augujline Smith, John TaliaJ'erro, Harry Beverly, John Waller, and Jeremiah


